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Review 


NOVEMBER 1956, the time the Anglo- 

French-Israeli invasion Egypt, the Soviets 
leaped into the fray threatening long-range re- 
prisals and the use “volunteers.” While states- 
men and diplomats sought steer frightened 
world away from the edge the holocaust, the 
Soviets, taking advantage crisis they had 
helped precipitate, savagely crushed the Hungarian Revolt. Now once again the Mid- 
dle East turmoil, racked civil war, murder and insurrection. the past, 
anxious world looks for relief, its attention focused Western troop movements, UAR 
President Nasser, and “Arab nationalism.” large extent, however, events come will 
influenced the Soviets, the real architects present Near Eastern chaos. Less 
strident than 1956, the Soviet Union has far mainly restricted itself casting the 
onus intervention the Western powers while fully backing the pro-Nasser 
volt. But light the Soviet Union’s strategy two years ago, possible that the Krem- 
lin will again exploit the Middle Eastern turmoil not only pursuit its imperialist 
aims but also smokescreen for so-called internal consolidation. This might spell 
heightened repression all unorthodox “deviations,” and particular poses direct 
threat the survival Gomulka’s regime Poland. 


now course little remains Gomulka’s original stance ideological independ- 
ence. Ever since the Poles, unlike the Yugoslavs, committed themselves fully adhere 
Soviet-dictated tenets faith the Moscow Conference November last year, they have 
been compelled, matter how reluctantly, follow the Soviet lead its flight back 
Stalinist orthodoxy. Recently two issues worldwide interest forced the uneasy Poles 
burn bridges their own immediate past. One these involved relations with the now 
heretical Yugoslav Party, with which the Polish Communists the Gomulka faction had 
developed extremely close affinity. The other issue was the recently-announced murder 
former Hungarian Premier Imre Nagy and his associates, for whom the Poles had long 
shown undisguised sympathy. 


June 28, speech delivered Gdansk, First Secretary Gomulka decreed the official 
Polish line. The date this pronouncement important its contents: took the Poles 
several weeks chime the areawide chorus reproaches addressed Yugoslavia, and 
days approve oflicially, though Nagy’s execution. Even then, the remon- 
strances directed Tito were tinged more with sadness than ire and lacked the abuse 
now hurled daily the Yugoslav leadership from all corners the bloc. justi- 
fication for his stand was that Yugoslavia had endangered the unity the “Socialist com- 
monwealth.” Similarly, attacked Nagy for having been instrumental 
weakening the Soviet bloc because had failed prevent attempt 
“Socialist” order Hungary. Gomulka added, however, that the executions constituted 
internal Hungarian affair, opinion not shared other leaders the orbit, who had 
immediately offered their unqualified approval the murders. 


Will these half-hearted concessions the Soviets relieve pressure the 
gime? Will they satisfy Khrushchev Moscow and the Stalinists Warsaw? How fat 
can the Polish leader scuttling both the spirit and substance his program without 
losing whatever popular support still commands? The fracas has definitely 


weakened the Polish First Secretary’s hand. Numerous reports indicate that Gomulka, 
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for his own self-preservation, had tried his best induce Tito join the Soviet camp. 
Though Gomulka has now turned against his erstwhile ally, must aware that this 
Soviet-Chinese-Satellite broadside could any moment deflected his direction, and 
with change ammunition. fact not certain that Poland not already under 
direct fire. Yugoslavia, for instance, being assailed for having become lackey the 
West because had accepted Western economic help. But did Gomulka’s Poland. Yugo- 
slavia being attacked not only for ideological revisionism, but also for departures from 
the Marxist-Leninist blueprint “Socialist construction.” And, though ideologically Poland 
now again fairly “pure,” cardinal aspects its own road set off from the rest the 


bloc. 


The Poles have managed preserve three “liberal” innovations wrought their Octo- 
ber Revolution. These are the almost total decollectivization the land, the armistice with 
the Church, and the freer expression opinion (though decreasingly the printed word) 
through drastic curb the secret police powers. All three these freedoms have been 
eyed with great deal suspicion and resentment spokesmen the more orthodox 
regimes. Gomulka, who has apparently had sympathy for understanding the 
liberal Communist writers who helped him power, has for many months tried muzzle 
them. His latest move this campaign— perhaps partly induced continued Soviet 
attacks Polish revisionist writing was the appointment “old Bolshevik” Tadeusz 
Galinski Minister Culture replace the more liberal-minded Karol Kuryluk, ousted 
April. 


Gomulka’s gloomy prospects are all the gloomier when seen the context areawide 
developments. Party Congresses have recently taken place three Satellite countries 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and East Germany. each case the occasion was used re- 
emphasize the necessity for unambiguous adherence single road “Socialism” under 
the leadership the Soviet Union. Collectivization agriculture was extolled, 
Czechoslovak Party went far decree total collectivization the country’s land 
within two years. Romania, meeting the Central Committee ousted four alternate 
members from that body charges “careerism, apathy and incompetence.” Finally, 
Hungary persistent reports pointed new wave terror following the announcement 
the Nagy trials and executions. One such report, later denied the regime, said that 
Mrs. Julia Rajk, widow executed “Titoist” Laszlo Rajk who was rehabilitated shortly 
before the Revolt 1956, had been sentenced death. Other persons who, like Mrs. 
Rajk and Imre Nagy, had taken refuge the Yugoslav embassy and were later kid- 
napped the Soviet secret police, were reported have been sentenced death and 
executed. Furthermore, news leaked out approximately 100 retrials, many students 
who had originally received relatively mild sentences for their the Revolt. The 
journalist Obersovszky was apparently among those whose imprisonment was thus arbi- 
trarily extended. 


The significance all these events (particularly Khrushchev’s recent personal dictum 
that the 1948 Cominform Declaration against Yugoslavia was essentially correct), 
switch from the defense orthodoxy its positive and aggressive implementation. 
the previous roughly from October 1956 the November Moscow Declaration, 
the Soviets and their satraps seemed concerned mainly with protecting their gains 
from further corrosion. Many the means used Stalin’s era have not yet been re- 
adopted, but the new phase, predicated the irreconcilability the two blocs, 
again essentially “isolationist.” this sharpened delineation the Soviet Union’s new 
perspective there middle ground for any country that calls itself “So 
cialist. 
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putnik 
Propaganda 


SOVIET LAUNCHING October 1957, the first 
man-made earth satellite, followed Sputnik 
November was not only the realization worldwide 
scientific dream but the fulfillment one Communism’s 
most cherished claims and aspirations. 
Modern technology has been object worship 
under-developed countries throughout the world, and 
catch with Western science and technology has been one 
the foremost concerns the Soviet Union since the 
Revolution. Under Stalin, Soviet science went into isola- 
tion while the Stalinist propaganda apparatus constantly 
levied claims discoveries and inventions past history. 
The fictitious Russian “inventions” became the butt 
numerous popular jokes throughout the world. The Sput- 
nik took not only space travel but also Soviet propaganda 
out the realm make-believe. 
The Sputniks have been cited lend authority So- 
viet claims all fields and directions, far beyond science 
and technology. They are held tangible proof 
Soviet material strength, and the fruit the entire 
Communist system, the product its ideological, social 
and economic tenets. While ingenuously disclaiming the 
value the Sputnik weapon, the Soviets fact em- 
ployed such against many opposing forces from NATO 
Communist “revisionism.” 


Intimidation and Bait 


The Sputniks were brought the support and advance- 
ment Soviet interests abroad. Communist propaganda 
proclaimed that the Sputniks had overturned the interna- 
tional balance forces; the West, particularly the 
which had been regarded the colossus technology, 
had suddenly lost its place the USSR. Alarm and ad- 
missions weakness expressed scientific and gov- 
ernment leaders, exacerbated the Vanguard launching 
failure December, were duly noted and amplified the 
Communist propaganda machine, were such comments 
the European press which could used indicate that 
the had lost its claim world technological leadership. 
The Sputniks were represented having neutralized 
Western strategic military policy. Implying they did 
considerable Soviet rocket superiority, they necessitated 
the acceptance, the Soviets argued, their program 
“peaceful coexistence” Soviet terms. Rather than un- 
derlining the military implications which needed em- 
phasis, the Soviets stressed the “peaceful” application 
their new technological power, since industrial technology 
respected throughout the world chiefly the source 
the high standard living the West. According the 


Figure labelled (standing fallen earth satellites labelled 
Jupiter and Atlas): “The Soviet Union lags far behind tech- 
nical achievement!” 

Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), November 16, 1957 
Soviets, the Sputniks dramatized the dizzying rate pro- 
gress Soviet industrialization. This they represent in- 
evitable, inherent the premises and methods the doc- 
trine 

Inside the Communist bloc, the Sputniks were used 
bolster Soviet hegemony East Europe, counter the 
centrifugal forces which had been mounting since Stalin’s 
death, culminating the Polish and Hungarian upheavals 
1956, and which still threaten Soviet control the area. 
Soviet strength was now proven fact, not bluff; Krem- 
lin policies and vindica- 
ted; admiration and expectation invested the West were 
shown misplaced. The captive people were informed 
that, whatever the price, their regimes were linked the 
winning side. 


Military and Diplomatic Propaganda 


SUCCESSFUL LAUNCHING the Sputnik was first 

all triumph for Soviet national pride. was ap- 
parently felt that the Sputnik had finally and categorically 
established the Soviet Union its rightful place the 
hierarchy world powers, avenging the past snubs and 
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scoffs the older and once more powerful Western nations, 
above all the United States. Recounting how the had 
consistently ignored reports recent Soviet technological 
achievements, Radio Moscow, October commented: “Is 
only recently that this strange blindness has afflicted 
bourgeois politicians not true that they have 
suffered from this blindness ever since October 1917?” 
Radio Moscow, October said that the Soviet achieve- 
ment was universally hailed, except some American 
quarters. “Well, after all, this not wondered at,” 
said the broadcast. are precisely the people who 
choke any reports Soviet successes, whether the 
field economy, science, technology politics. For 
years they closed their eyes the enormous successes 
Soviet industry and agriculture. 

The startled reaction the Sputnik was seized upon 
Soviet propaganda, were commendations the So- 
viet achievement and strength the 
West European press. With the display the Sputnik, the 
Soviets sought discredit the Western position-of-strength 
policy based military alliances and weapon superiority, 
and ride the currents neutralist, pacificist sentiment 
Europe and Asia demonstrating that the Soviet Union 
was both materially and morally superior the West. 
Thus, the claim was heavily emphasized that, while the 
United States had been first develop atomic energy, 
had been applied bomb, whereas the USSR had been 
first put into operation atomic power plant. America’s 
activities all levels were now held 
the cause her defeat the satellite race. editorial 
Rude Pravo (Prague), November said that the chan- 
neling American technology solely military uses had 
now been proven not only immoral but ineffective. Said 
The United States leaders invented atomic 
diplomacy, diplomacy blackmail and cynical threats 


the paper: 


atomic destruction. Now the world witnessing 
diplomacy.’ Whether the West likes not, Soviet suc- 
cesses have compelled the capitalist States accept peace- 
ful competition [in which the taking the lead and 
gaining increased respect throughout the world.” Radio 
Prague, October 23, suggested that the might also have 
had satellite orbit the country had not “squandered 
millions subversive activities such fi- 
nancing the Hungarian “counterrevolution.” 

article Zolnierz Wolnosci declared that 
“the Sputnik means realignment forces, new assess- 
the real power the Soviet Union, the actual 
position and role the international forces Social- 
ism. Technological superiority, formerly one the 
strongest trumps the capitalist West, from now 
the hands the USSR and the cause Socialism. 
question mark has now been placed all the schemes 
Western political strategists for armaments blackmail 
and the wresting one-sided concessions from the Soviet 
Union from ‘position strength.’ 

Radio Moscow, December summed Sputnik’s ar- 
gument for Soviet-directed “peaceful 

“The Russian word has become international 
and has been absorbed into many languages. the 


thousand revolutions the first Sputnik the prestige 
the Soviet nation building Communism has risen, and 
the same thousand revolutions the prestige the 
United States, famous for its technical achievements, 
military strivings and much-advertised promises, has fallen 
miserably. 


“The Sputniks reverse the notions many, many 
people the West about the Soviet Union, about her 
science, about her might, and finally, about her aims, her 
peaceful intentions. The Sputniks have convinced more 
than few people the West that time stop 
bragging about force, which far from superior Soviet 
force, and move from cold war peaceful competition, 


Uncommitted Nations Affected 


The Communists claimed that the launching the 
Sputnik had tremendous impact opinion the un- 
committed and backward nations. Radio Budapest said 
December that the American failure launch the Van- 
guard would have “incalculable the Asian and 
African peoples. Bulgaria, Georgi Damyanov, Politburo 


These models Sputniks were display the trade fair Poz- 
nan, Poland, which opened June. keeping with the Polish 
tendency refrain from stressing the Sputniks products 
society, the legend the wall speaks them “triumphs 
world science and technology.” 


Photo from Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), June 15, 1958 
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member and President the National Assembly Presidium, 
commented that “an inevitable consequence the Sputnik 
launching will the strengthening the movement for 
peace and the national liberation movement [i.e. the 
Communist program] the colonial and dependent coun- 


tries Asia and Africa” (Rabotnichesko Delo, Decem- 
ber 14). 


Vanguard Failure 


The failure the attempted Vanguard launching 
early December after major publicity build-up was 
grist for the Communist propaganda mill. roundup 
free world press reaction, Tass, December reported 
that according the American press the failure had 
“plunged Washington into the depths disillusionment 
and despair” and “dealt stunning blow the State De- 
partment.” said that the British press considered 
major defeat, and the French press, reported, had 
featured the story under banner headlines stressed 
that the United States far behind the Soviet Union. 

Communist comment the Vanguard launching scored 
political and propaganda defeat rather than 
scientific failure. All Soviet bloc comment made careful 
point allowing that the United States would ultimately 
succeed launching earth satellite. 

Although restraint was apparently officially prescribed, 
the impulse needle their rival was irresistible Com- 
munist commentators. Radio Moscow, December broad- 
cast satire the launching Cape Canaveral: 

“In one their stories the Soviet writers and Petro 
describe the 100-percent-American who keeps saying ‘with- 
out publicity (by which the Americans mean advertising 
was this character who had the job launching the Ameri- 
can satellite from Cape Canaveral. Without publicity there 
prosperity, exclaimed, and set about organizing 
publicity truly American proportions.” The broadcast 
went describe the gathering correspondents and 
sightseers, the huge crowd, the delays and false starts, and 
the final collapse the rocket. “The publicity was well 
provided, but success—did not follow. 
asked]: How did the Russians manage it? An- 
other replied: friend, propaganda. Anybody can 
launch rocket. But let them try launch this fruit can!” 

The Warsaw paper Zolnierz Wolnosci, December car- 
ried gibe the same vein. article titled “The 
American Fireworks,” the paper queried: else could 
manage spend millions dollars gather correspondents 
from all over the world just show them wonderful 
display fireworks sight which are rarely 
privileged see? Who else could manage stage the whole 
with successive suspense broken only 
outburst Homeric laughter which undoubtedly re- 
sounding today from Paris Peking? comedy writer, 
satirist, could manage entertain the public well 
and what public, hundreds millions! Who could 
show such self-denial entertain these millions his 
own expense? 


“Tt could one but—and for that moment merri- 
ment life’s routine our thanks to—the gentlemen 
the Defense Department the United States and the 
General Staff the The fact that the rocket, 
designed principle equipped with atomic war- 
head, has for the time being proved dud should 
not spoil anybody’s good humor.” 


NATO 


the eve the opening the NATO Council meet- 
ing Paris mid-December, the Soviet Union sought 
pitch the full weight Sputnik against prospective NATO 
measures, particularly the establishment American mis- 
sile bases Europe. The Bulgarian paper Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia), December 13, said that the Soviet launchings 
earth satellites and the failure match them 
“shows how far ahead the USSR, how false and un- 
realistic has been the self-sufficiency the and its as- 
pirations for world domination. the people the 
countries which she has settled ‘friend’ and 
NATO allies] has become clear that she danger- 
ous guest—a maniac who swings burning torch and can 
any moment bring down irreparable disaster upon 
host. The prestige the forces imperialism and 
sion has been undermined its 


The Soviet government dispatched notes to the gvovern- 


“Dulles: up, sonny, only weighs four 


Rohac (Bratislava), January 23, 1958 
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The She-Sputniks 


FOLLOWING, from Radio Moscow, January 1958, 

fair example the flood Soviet propaganda 
jeers American Vanguard failure. also manages 
include implicit sneers American morals and “culture”: 


streets all agog. “At last,” say 

some people, wiping their perspiring foreheads. 
just two, but ten shout others. “Now will 
show them,” shout still others. 

What has happened? Has the United States last 
managed launch the ill-fated Vanguard 
Nothing the kind. The unlucky Vanguard still 
the spot where flopped the Florida beach. This 
cosmic rocket failed rise higher than Mark 
famous jumping frog. 


What’s all the excitement about? 

seems that there are people the United States who, 
having clambered top the Vanguard wreckage, 
trumpeting with serious air: “The Soviet Union 
launched two new stars into outer space. what? After 
all, there were only two them. cannot content 
with anything small scale. shall launch 
stars once, that is, film stars. Ten lovely she-sputniks 
from Hollywood. Naturally shall not send them 
into outer space, but into Russia. But our she-sputniks 
will take the luster out the two Soviet Sputniks the 

think explanation due about here. The point 
this: the United Press circulated sensational report 
the effect that one Russell Patterson suggested sending 
Moscow the earliest possible date special mission 
consisting the most beautiful film stars. The dele- 
gation would led Jayne Mansfield, who has starred 


making this 
proposal Patterson does not beat about the bush but states 
that their main merit lies their notorious ability, un- 
precedented the movie screens the United States, 
not much act but rather undress well. Patter- 
son’s opinion, the contemplation the earthy charms 
the Hollywood stars would make the Russians forget 
their Sputniks the sky. 


difficult react seriously this peculiar proposal, 
say the least. One thing, however, can said about 
the author the project launch film stars outside the 
confines the United States: alas, not reaching 
for the stars. 


ments all NATO countries repeating variety “peace 
proposals,” particularly proposed ban nuclear tests. 


One the messages (to Iceland), quoted Tass, De- 
cember 15, stated: 


“NATO plans step the arms race and war 
preparations are being carried out atmosphere arti- 
ficial nervousness and fear alleged ‘threat’ from the 
USSR. Even one the greatest scientific achievements 
our day—the launching the Soviet Union artificial 
earth satellites under the program the International 


Geophysical Year—is presented military threat.’ 
the meantime common knowledge that the Soviet 
Union has made repeated proposals for agreement that 
ballistic missiles, well hydrogen and atomic bombs, 
should never used for military purposes and that the 
great achievements the human mind should serve only 
the peaceful development society. 


Success 


The United States Explorer was launched January 
31, 1958. Communist reaction was bland and mildly pat- 
ronizing. Radio Moscow said February 


“The latest addition the moon family has been taken 
calmly and matter course Soviet scientists. 
Whatever may the connection between lunar activity 
and excitability, this particular new moon has aroused 
little excitement our part the sublunar world. And 
not because such tiny little thing weighing mere 


pounds. rather that this event was expected all 
along, was, fact, 


Radio Sofia announced the same day that the United 
States had “at last” launched earth satellite. The broad- 
cast maintained that this had aroused particular interest 
the West European press, and quoted statements show 
that the Explorer inferior the Sputniks. The broad- 
cast stressed that the still does not have inter- 
continental ballistic missile and scientists had not 
changed the assessment the lag behind the Soviet 
Union. 

commentary Radio Prague, February declared 
that “for those who bore with such ill grace Soviet su- 
periority space research, Explorer represents partial 
balm their wounded vanity. The commentator said 
that the balm was only partial because, apart from the 
Explorer’s belatedness and the series unsuccessful at- 
tempts launch the Vanguard, the Explorer does not 
really equal the Soviet achievement: only one-sixth 
the weight the first Sputnik, did not attain the height 
originally estimated, and there have been several subsequent 
failures launch Vanguard and Atlas missiles. 

The commentary scored the “already apparent tendency 
exploit the satellite bolster the position 
summit talks,” and added that the USSR “did not retreat” 
before the “position strength” policy even when the So- 
viet Union had neither atomic weapons nor missiles. 

Radio Moscow, March 21, 1958, report the 
scientific observations the earth satellites, said the 
second American satellite (Vanguard, March 17) that 
“of course, will hardly provide any very valuable scien- 
tific data. too small and carries hardly any important 
scientific broadcast also said that its ac- 
companying rocket was very small and apparently could 
only seen the most favorable conditions. 


Claims Social Supremacy 


DID THE Union succeed gaining first place 
the launching the artificial earth satellite; what 
are the grounds its new strength? Communist propa- 
ganda emphasizes that the Sputnik development cannot 
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regarded simply tour force Russian science; 
the apogee whole series advances which testify 
the vitality the first (and allegedly foremost) society 
constructed the principles “Marxism-Leninism.” The 
Soviet Union claims have the world’s first atomic power- 
generating station, the most powerful nuclear particle ac- 
celerator, the largest jet passenger airplane, the first atomic 
icebreaker, the first intercontinental ballistic missile. These 
achievements are advanced demonstrate the superiority 
the Communist system, its social and economic bases, 
the same time pointing the decadence and growing 
ineffectuality the capitalist system. 

the Communists the Sputnik represents the triumph 
the forces materialism,” which the Com- 
munist “world view” based. Rude Pravo (Prague), 
October said that the launching the satellite was 
possible “only because the victory the ideas Marxist- 
Leninism had placed strong weapon the hands So- 
viet scientists 


enabling them use the one truly scien- 
tific world concept their everyday The Buda- 
pest weekly Elet Trodalom, November 15, said that this 
forward step taken science and technology “constitutes 


Sputnik and the Rodeo 


PROPAGANDA MANAGED drag the 

subject Soviet Sputnik success and American 
failure every conceivable occasiort; the following, 
which started off description the rodeo 
New York’s Madison Square Garden, example. 
The patronizing tone and ostentatious “fair-minded- 
were also common. 

“The sponsors the rodeo call these contests 
the championships the world, assuming that with- 
out question the best riders the world are the 
American cowboys. But the rodeo 
just the time the Sputnik was first circling the 
earth, and ordinary Americans were amazed and 
bewildered the realization that the U.S. had been 
left behind area which for years has 
claimed first place. Also being held the same 
time was the so-called World Series, which only 
American baseball teams participate. Under the in- 
fluence the world-shaking news about Sputnik, 
many Americans began doubt whether team 
couldn’t found which would defeat the American 
baseball players. 


“Take would like reassure the 
bewildered Americans—in baseball your boys will 
remain the best: your national game. Whether 
better rider than your cowboy couldn’t found 
some Middle-Asian republic, Mongolia 
some Arab country, cannot guarantee. But 
can promise you that your boys would meet with 
full recognition and admiration even our country 
for the performances which would show very well 


our (Vecerni Praha Octo- 
ber 22, 1957.) 


Czechoslovak ha- 


lere postage stamp, 
showing Sputnik 


KOSL 


almost the sole form human achievement the 20th 
century.” This, the article contended, because science 
based materialism whereas thought other fields (in 
both the Communist and world) hind- 
ered “idealism, religion, and other backward and un- 
scientific ways 

After the launching the first Sputnik, number 
leading Soviet scientists made statements the press and 
radio the reasons for the Soviet success. general, 
was attributed the superior education and management 
skill and resources under Communism: concretely, the 
large-scale training scientists, their organization into 
“collectives” or teams, and the coordination of theoretical 
and practical research work. 

The scale Soviet technological education was noted 
Rude Pravo (Prague), December 10, which said that 
since the Russian Revolution total 3.8 million special- 
ists, including one million engineers, had been graduated 
from Soviet institutes, percent these the postwar 
period. According Rude Pravo, the number college 
and university students the USSR present exceeds the 
total such students the US, Great Britain, France, 
Italy and West Germany.* 

The Sputnik was represented telling argument for 
centralized, all-powerful State administration and control. 
review Polish press comment Sputnik, Radio 
Warsaw, December quoted article Trybuna Ludu 
declaring that enormous technical undertakings 
kind, requiring not only large financial outlay but also 
its most “appropriate utilization, wise planning and cen- 
tralized are bound more successful 
than capitalist countries. Radio Warsaw 
cited another Trybuna Ludu article titled 
Reflections,” which the author, Siedlecki, made com- 
parison between the Socialist and capitalist systems against 
the background the recent scientific events: 


course the bidding for supremacy scientific and 
technical achievements between the two powers does not 
lead sensible conclusions about the comparative merits 
their systems. But nobody can now have any doubt that 


the Socialist system training scientific 


Russian rocket expert, Yury Pobedonostev, said the chief 
American weakness was the practice importing scientific special- 
ists from abroad—including Russia—rather than training its own 
scientists. Pobedonostev named Timoshenko, Sikorsky, Seversky 
among the Russian scientists and engineers who had the past 
contributed American science. cited the large number 
German experts now the US. 
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Less Than the Moon 


EDITORIAL OFFICE has received letter from 

reader expressing some bitter thoughts: why, 
asks, much consideration being given trips 
the moon, when much still needs done 


better the conditions our daily life, when many 
shorter journeys, even Europe, are still beyond 
our reach?” 


Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), November 10, 1957. 


cadres, the organization science and its practical appli- 
cation, has turned out better than the capitalist 
system. 

Ever more equivocal becomes the whole basis 
capitalism—the system which fact agglomeration 
private monopolies, the system hampered its organic 
incapacity for conscious, rational activity. 
vincial flavor. . 


coming have outright pro- 
The more move into the period 
which utilization nuclear energy and space travel will 
become reality, the more difficult think terms 
private property ownership. Such categories thinking 
are too narrow. One can think the future only terms 
wisely organized mankind.” 


Trybuna Ludu 


vein: 


November 


said the same 
our eyes one the basic laws historical 
development being fulfilled, which that the new pat- 
tern organization [Communism] excels labor 
ciency, technique, and development science. Just 
the grestest change physics was brought about the 
liberation the energy the tiniest fragment matter, 
the greatest change history was the liberation the 
Socialist Revolution the 


working man. 


tremendous energy the 
The capitalist system needed several 
centuries, innumerable bloody upheavals, and series 
monstrous wars, become what now. The Socialist 
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Note: “The American satellite times smaller than Sputnik II.” 


One worm the other: get out here before they put 
passengers. Rohac (Bratislava), February 13, 1958 


regime the first country overthrow capitalism 
years old. Its dynamism manifest signs the earth 
and the sky.” 

Communist propaganda was pains insist that the 
Sputnik was not one-sided development achieved 
sacrificing other kinds progress. the contrary, the 
Sputnik indicated broad and powerful industrial base 
with its promise—if not yet delivery—of material abun- 
dance. 

Izvestia (Moscow) article quoted Radio Moscow 
November challenged the contention that USSR in- 
dustry and technology had been built the expense 
the people’s welfare. complained: “According 
The New York Times, the essence the matter that the 
Sputniks can neither feed, clothe nor house anybody; and 
that therefore the Soviet Union ought not have launched 
them, but should have left this privilege the United 
States, where, judge from Chicago slums, the huge 
number unemployed, and the racial barbarities Little 
Rock, everybody well fed, housed and educated. 

Radio Moscow, January 1958, quoted: few years 
ago Secretary State Dulles loudly proclaimed 
that the Russian economy was the verge collapse. 
Only recently Vice President Nixon said that the living 
standards the average Russian are only little higher 
than years ago. Nobody dares indulge such 
statements now.” 


Sputnik Home 


EQUAL IMPORTANCE its role advancing Soviet 
interests the non-Communist world was Sputnik’s 

use lever for Soviet pressure the captive countries 
Eastern Europe. The Sputnik was exploited the USSR 
bolster its puppet regimes and Party machines, and, 
within those, the conformist, pro-Soviet factions. key 
element the East European political ferment has been 
the issue these countries’ relation the Soviet Union. 
After the Soviet 20th Party Congress, such sensitive issues 
the imposition Soviet economic modes (forced in- 
penetration, Kremlin domination Communist Parties— 
sum, the whole doctrine leading role the So- 
openly and attacked the 
pre-Sputnik Soviet propaganda lacked credit the 
free world, the captive countries was virtually bank- 
rupt. Here the discrepancy between fact and claim was 
apparent factory, field and home. Stalin’s economic and 
political programs had visibly devastated these countries, 
the same time that Soviet friendship and the Soviet ex- 
ample was constantly invoked and acclaimed. And not 
only did the Soviets falsify their own reality, but they 
grossly distorted the truth about conditions the free 
world. When travel and communication with the West 
were partially restored the post-Geneva Conference re- 
laxation, Western vitality—particularly its postwar eco- 
nomic boom—revolutionized the conceptions certain dis- 
satisfied, deceived people the Soviet bloc. The inevitable 
result was rush interest and admiration for Western 
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products from architecture automobiles—particularly 
among the Communist intellectuals and the youth Po- 
land and Hungary. 

For example, series Hungarian articles 1955 
the possibilities launching artificial earth 
ferred exclusively American experimentation this field 
1955). During and after the Hungarian uprising, large 
number young trained technicians fled the West. 
Writing the regime organ Nepszabadsag (Budapest), 
December 28, 1956, technician ascribed their defection 
part the respect Hungarian scientists for the pro- 
fessional opportunities and living conditions the free 
world. Among other things, said that Western tech- 
nological literature was “the source most our alleged 
‘original’ technical 

The Soviet Sputnik successes were golden opportunity 
rebuke the anti-Soviet attitudes which were frequently 
implicit the new-found uncensored appreciation 
Western scientific and technical accomplishments. Rude 
Pravo (Prague) said November “The signals from 
both Soviet Sputniks inform the whole world the 
strength the Socialist ours also because our 
Republic too part the camp which leads the world 
forward. Two days later the paper advised admirers 
American industrial achievements, “who 
bound the sight American car,” turn their gazes 
upward the sky. 

Hungary, the Sputnik was used argument against 
the charge persistently levelled during the ferment and 
Revolt that Hungary’s subordination the Soviet Union, 
the regime’s slavish copying “Soviet example” all 
areas life, had seriously damaged the national welfare. 
Now, the Kadar press stated, the contrary seen 
true: Hungary must needs tighten her ties with “the most 
advanced power the world.” 

article Hetfoi Hirek (Budapest), October hailed 
the Sputnik not only the sensation the century but the 
greatest scientific victory mankind. The writer claimed 
that the Soviet invention has dispersed the misconception, 
spread Americans, that the United States supreme 


Sputnik and Class Relations 


ARTICLE Nepakarat (Budapest), November 

1957, discussed the origin” the Sput- 
nik, averring that was not the product iso- 
lated elite group: 


“Society led classes: easy make fun 
the doctrines taught the schools, yet they are 


correct. And the Soviet intelligentsia raced ahead 
the America the Ponts, this evidence 
the greater energy and the superiority the So- 
viet intellectuals. This intelligentsia, however, 
dependent and not above any social class. 
has been raised the heights the working 
classes, just the artificial moon had lifted 
the rocket.” 


To the remarcable help giv 
of the Warsaw ma 
and the sewerage 


example pre-Sputnik propaganda that misfired: the above 
picture and caption appeared English-language book 
“Warsaw,” published Warsaw the Cooperative Publishing 
House Kraj, 1950. Unfortunately for the caption’s earnest attempt 
praise the technical help the Soviet Union, the RCA (Radio 
Corporation America) trademark the foreground equipment 
prominent. 


the field technology. “Unfortunately,” added, “the 
underestimation Soviet scientific development influenced 
our intelligentsia well and was part the ideological 
confusion during the counterrevolution. The Hungarian 
public drew its conclusions about Soviet intellectual life 
from the few unsuccessful Soviet films. The greatest sci- 
entific and technical miracle the 20th century will clarify 
the vision the 

article Gyorgy Fono the October issue 
put the case: 


“The West more backward than thought. recall 
the discussions took part before the counterrevolution, 
particularly one with newspaperman. This man, 


like many others, openly questioned the significance 


534 a. by the Soviets, Warsaw owes the reconstruction 
ee *ss station, the telephone exchange, the water supply 
ee ire equipment of the wireless station was the gift of 
bi ae the U.S. S. R. to the capital city 
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Soviet achievements. [He] was uncritical admirer 
Western technique and the Western way life. de- 
plored our tendency follow the Soviet pattern and even 
said that everything that was bad Hungary came from 
the Soviet Union. claimed that living standards had 
not risen sufficiently, there was too much bureaucracy and 
even that there was genuinely Hungarian theater—all 
only because followed too closely the footsteps the 
Soviets. even said that Soviet technological advance 
was bluff. And there were many who shared his views. 

“During the counterrevolution met these views 
much larger scale. fact, there are still people who feel 
that take too much over from the Soviets and who 
feel that the attitude Imre Nagy and Losonczi during 
last October [1956] was justified, although they admit that 
the opposition went too far. 

“Could these people possibly right? 

“The recent tremendous achievement Soviet tech- 
nology, which has won the admiration the whole world, 
along with many other accomplishments, clearly proves 
that they cannot right. The trouble not that have 
adopted too much from the Soviets but that have 
adopted too little... .” 


Poland's Tone Moderate 

Poland, might expected, the tone discussion 
was somewhat different from that the rest the area. 
There was considerably less blatant gloating the Soviet 
success. The note Polish restraint was epitomized 
the fact that article called “The First Step the 
Cosmos (The Artificial Earth published 
Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), October 20, neglected men- 
tion any point that the earth satellite was any way 
connected with the Soviet Union. 

There was, course, certain amount the standard 
Soviet-bloc line Sputnik and the West. Much more 
typical, however, was the measured judgment delivered 
Radio Warsaw, November 16: launching the 
Sputnik has not changed the fact that the Western world 
has greater resources raw materials and machinery than 
the Socialist countries, although has shaken the belief 
millions people Africa and Asia the greater 
wisdom the economically richer West.” went 
say that the race for space between the and the USSR 
not the main concern “the several score onlooker 
nations which, because their backwardness, are obliged 
stick the earth.” These countries, stated, are more 
interested whether they can live peace with both these 
powers and develop their own economies. 

The almost Polish tone was shown again 
when the Vanguard failure was the object world- 
wide jeers. Radio Warsaw, December sympathized with 


“Take the 


HIS COMMENT Khrushchev the third Sputnik was quoted Radio Berlin, 
July its broadcast the text his July speech East Germany: 
its years development has gone long way. And 
what did people say about earlier? The exploiters maintained for instance that 
science would suffer the working class took the power into its hands. And whose 
earth satellites are seen the whole world? The artificial satellites the USSR! 
The Americans have launched three grapefruit satellites. Those satellites theirs 
are hundred times smaller than the third Soviet Satellite.” 


Not Sputniks Alone 


SPUTNIKS were widely cited tangible ref- 

utation the Soviet writer Dudintsev’s novel 
“Not Bread Alone,” whose theme the obstruc- 
tion creative ideas and initiative the Soviet 
State and Party bureaucracy. The novel was de- 
nounced Khrushchev and labelled “the banner 
the world’s reactionaries” Bulgarian academician 
Todor Pavlov. 

account meeting Soviet writers and 
artists “discuss” the Khrushchev Party leadership 
the arts, Radio Moscow, November 27, said: 
“Events such the series scientific and tech- 
nological achievements the Soviet Union have 
contributed final enlightenment writers and 
artists, and not only Soviet writers and artists. Ac- 
cording Surkov [Secretary the Soviet Writers’ 
Union], one Italian colleague said that the Sputnik 
had compelled him revise his former high opinion 
Dudintsev’s novel. U.S. papers are accusing 
Dudintsev having misinformed them the crea- 


” 


tive climate the Soviet Union. 


the disappointment the American scientists. then 
stated “things are made worse ‘friends’ America 
who are now jeering their biggest and most powerful 
partner. Yet was nothing extraordinary. sure that 
many things went wrong before the Soviet scientists 
launched their two (Two days later, Leonid 
Sedov the Soviet Academy said Pravda (Moscow) 
that the Soviet Union had launching failures. 
claimed that only the two successful attempts had been 
made. 

Although ridicule the technical failure was out 
place, the commentator said, the whole saga the 
American satellite there are elements different sort 
failure, political one. peaceful competition had been 
the only aim, there would have been “no fuss all” over 
the Vanguard. The commentator charged that the Amer- 
ican satellite had become political weapon even before 
its birth, and what would have been normal failure 
scientific experiment had turned into political and 
military defeat for the US, lowering her prestige abroad. 

The Polish commentator remarked dryly 
sion: “If were American politician, the Vanguard 
failure would teach more realistic not more 
humble. But not American politician, fact 
which not regret.” 
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The Muted Horror Hungary 


Despite the open slaughter Hungarian freedom fighters Soviet tanks and 
troops the October 1956 Revolt, the general feeling has been that since Stalin’s 
death 1953 the worst excesses the police State—the torture cellars, the private 
empires police sadists, the slow and hideous reduction human beings 
animals prison and concentration camp—have been ameliorated. Although this 
perhaps true part the area, has been insufficiently emphasized that 
Hungary, least, since the Revolt, the old horror still lives. The recent executions 
Revolt Premier Imre Nagy and his comrades, after secret shocked 
world forgetful the even more ghastly fate thousands who are dying slowly 
the hands the security police. 


This account life and death Hungarian prison was written Hungarian 
now the United States whose name must concealed protect his family. 
employee expropriated Western firm Hungary the author, now 
years old, was caught the first wave Soviet-ordered arrests 1949. Hauled 
from jail jail, ran the gamut Communist tortures, but, surviving 
near-miracle, was freed time join the October 1956 Revolt. bitter fact 
that the bestialities describes are once again the common fate men and women 

the prisons and concentration camps Kadar’s Hungary. 


SovieT Hungary after World War 
brought ruthless Communist terror. Anyone who 
took stand for freedom faced summary arrest. Octo- 
ber 1949 known pro-Western sympathies landed 
Cell No. Secret Police Headquarters Budapest. 

Located the foot the cellar stairs, Number was 
six feet wide, eleven feet long, windowless. There was 
ventilation, there was only single dim bulb which burned 
day and night. Usually ten men, never less than eight, 
lived this cell. 

The first man saw was almost skeleton. said 
had been year this cellar, his daily ration two slices 
bread, with hot water (called for breakfast, 
boiled potatoes sour cabbage for lunch, slops for supper. 
had lost hair and teeth from vitamin deficiencies. 
was his that our jailers christened 
“skeleton brigade.” His crime: trying flee the country 
with his wife and four-year-old child. had been prom- 
ised help across the frontier, but had instead been betrayed 
the Secret Police. never heard from his family again. 

There was another veteran the cellar; his body was 
mass sores, his skin hung shreds. His attempt flee 
the country had been successful; made Vienna, 
where had opened small cobbler’s shop. But had 
been enticed home for visit—and delivered the Com- 
munist police. 

Another inmate our cell—falsely charged 
against the State—had lame leg with running sore. 
grillings his inquisitors would always hit him there; was 


never able return the cell his own feet. The guards 
would drag him along the floor, kick him downstairs and 
guffaw they flung him into the cell. All day long 
applied compresses revive him. 


First Interrogations 


They took hand the very day arrived. the 
interrogation six men stood around circle. One 
called over, then knocked towards another, who 
hurled third. Thus they played catch with 
till fell, and they then kicked unconscious. came 
feet and hauled again before the interrogator, who as- 
sured one would ever call him account for 
life. 

“Yes,” replied, know the Communist slogan: 
human being the greatest asset the 

They rushed savagely, knocking out tooth. old 
Hungarian proverb says “Tell the truth and you'll have 
your skull bashed Thus far skull, not teeth, 
remained intact. 
torturing vain endeavor make name and 
implicate friends “anti-State plots.” Finally when 
was bleeding badly the nose and mouth, they led 
back the cell, playing their jokes the way. Stopping 
before locked door, they ordered enter. Since 
couldn’t, they kicked and beat for “insubordination”, 
made clean out the toilets, then threw back into 


They fired questions 


| 
aw 


the cell. 


Lunchtime. The door snapped open. such times 
had dash the corridor and line for roll call. 
got our soup only after being hit with the heavy ladle. The 
guards always managed slam the cell door against the 
back the last man fed, thus sending him sprawling, his 
soup spilling over the floor. took turns being last, 
and all always chipped feed the man whose 
lunch splattered the floor. 

Several times day the guards would come the cell 
door jovially bidding make the most our joys and 
present happiness for soon beaten death 
lucky, merely hanged. 


“Prepare yourselves for heaven,” 
they would guffaw and then off, bawling curses. 


Midnight 

Interrogations were generally night. With huge 
clatter the guards would burst into the cell, and each 
would tremble for fear that his number was up. Who- 
ever they pointed had speak his name softly. Usually 
they scanned turn keep guessing. Then suddenly 
point the man they were after. grilled 
from midnight till dawn. found the clothing one 
our companions drenched blood, especially around 
the crotch his trousers. shuddered undressed 
His abdomen was bloody and bruised, his 
swollen genitals oozed mixture blood and glass splin- 
ters. They had forced glass tube into him and broken 
inside. The agony caused him faint repeatedly, but 
next afternoon regained consciousness briefly, and 
barely audible whisper, told grilled him about 
the underground and the names his associates. their 
vain efforts make him talk, they had also broken his 
right arm. begged look his family got 
out, and ask his mother and wife forgive him, but his 
country came first. could hardly catch the syllables 
gasped out painfully. begged our jailers take him 
hospital, but they laughed the idea. “Medicine ex- 
they said, “but spot earth, six feet under- 
ground, cheap. That’s all need.” 

They were right, course. After his death, inscribed 
his name the roll honor along with those many 
martyred freedom fighters. 


him. 


Meanwhile, the grillings went on, night after night. 

There was vase the interrogation room. One night 
when was turn, they filled with water and made 
drink President Truman’s health, then that 
each the Western statesmen. drunk two quarts and 
could get more down, when the rubber clubs went into 
action. They forced another quart down throat, then 
trampled the floor. thought insides would burst, 
one the guards stood belly. Meanwhile had 
talk America. words didn’t satisfy them, an- 
other one sat mouth. Unable breathe, fainted. 

the lavatory, under dousings ice cold water, came 
to. They brought back tormentors who grilled 
without avail. They stood corner and made 
count aloud geometric progression. The interrogator 


cracked the skull each time slipped 
astronomical figure. head hummed from the figures 
and the beating. When refused sign typed 
sion, they confronted with the alleged confessions 
friends. That was when first learned that wasn’t 
the only one arrested. 

For all that, they got nothing from me. the morning 
they hustled back the cell their usual fashion. 
was soon time wash up. could use the toilets twice 
daily—morning and evening. Anyone who asked 
more often was beaten the corridor without being 
allowed attend his needs. had use our mess 
tins, quickly rinsing them the lavatory before eating 
breakfast from them. 


Twelve Years Old 


One night they tossed year old into our cell. 
and other youngsters had tried not only blow the 
Banhida power plant, but also derail its cog-wheeled 
train; they were successful the latter enterprise. None 
the children the group was over seventeen. Why 
had they done it? The boy said Communism kept their 
families misery. sworn strike back best they 
could. Though children the “proletariat,” they were tor- 
tured less than we. 

From the 
then silence, 


solitary block would come piercing screams, 
the youthful prisoners were beaten uncon- 
One these unfortunates was dumped our cell. 
All day uttered word, glazed eyes fixed the ceiling. 
During the night awoke: something was dripping me. 
Blood. the bunk above had slashed his wrists. 
They took away the body two hours later. 

Another time they brought man who thought 
was Jesus preaching the multitude. given him 
some 


scious. 


These tragedies unnerved that start each 
sound. 

spent days this hell. Interrogations averaged two 
week. the last one they chained left hand 
right food, right hand left foot. Thus was 
doubled over, elbows behind knees. Under 
knees and front elbows, they inserted steel rod 
which they lifted doubled-up body and placed off 
the floor between two desks. Batting with rubber clubs, 
they spun around. Finally, they started concentrating 
their blows the soles feet which swelled like 
sausages. thought brain would snap. 

the limits human endurance, fingers uncon- 
sciously scrawled the wavering signature that meant life 
imprisonment. For one more week they held me. Jan- 
uary 15, 1950 they took the headquarters the 
military branch the Secret Police Margit Road. 


Margit Road Headquarters 


THE ROOM where found myself, every other man (15 

all) faced death. soon was proved wrong think- 
ing that now last the Secret Police would stop torturing 
us. Extinction was their aim. 
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Curfew was 8:30 p.m., but two three hours later 
one our interrogators would come with subordinate 
for inspection; usually both were drunk. had keep 
our clothes neatly folded bundles, soldier-style. During 
this inspection, kick them apart, “thus finding dis- 
order,” would sound the alarm, knock our bunks apart, 
and empty our straw pallets the middle the floor. 

Many times they then ordered 
march reversed uniforms that abraded our skins. These 
forced marches usually lasted till around a.m. the 
men, already weakened torture, dropped from exhaus- 
tion, grabbed and beaten bloody. 

Now and again battered cellmate would stark mad 
and have hauled off straitjacket. 

The Communist Army Court literally bathed Hun- 
garian blood. Each case would settled between 
and noon. Since “exterminating the enemy” carried 
bonus for the principal members the court, the usual 
sentence was death. Only trusted Communist lawyers could 
represent defendant these secret “trials,” but they too 
were really part the prosecution and often demanded 
the ultimate penalty for their own 

our cell was Ernest Lux, who despite his advanced 
Lux had been director the 
(Hungarian State Railways), and his board chair- 
man, Varga, also was with us, along with Rodiger, who 
headed the Hungarian Steamship Co., 
Magashazy the Manfred Weiss Iron Works. Their cases 
were brought simultaneously before the Army Court 
the insistence the Russians. 


years, got death sentence. 


Bill for Reparations 


One and half years after occupying Hungary the Soviet 
Union had handed the bill for reparations. Lux 
and Varga appealed the Allied Control Commission, 
submitting proof that these reparations already had been 
seized the Russians. After due investigation the Com- 
mission rejected the Soviet demand. Half year later the 
demand was repeated, and again rejected the Commis- 
sion. Meanwhile the Commission suspended its activities 
Hungary. month later Lux and Varga were arrested 
for “sabotaging the delivery reparations the Soviet 
Union.” Rodiger and Magashazy were also taken into 
custody, the former for forestall Russian 
the return Hungarian ships taken the Nazis 
during World War II. All four were condemned death. 
This was when was put their cell. assured them they 


seizure 


hanged such flimsy pretexts and that Lux 
his age surely would spared. Besides, the time 
their cases were appealed the West would move free 
our country. (This believed heart and soul.) With shin- 
ing eyes whisper our hope freedom. But day after 
day went by. Their appeals were rejected. the end, the 
only grace vouchsafed the 77-year-old Lux was the priv- 
ilege being hanged first, without having witness the 
other executions. 

There was also the case young Hungarian employee 
the American Legation who, when called the colors, 
requested permission pick his pay the Legation. 


nevertheless, went collect his 
faked 


too, was con- 


Refused this request, he, 


check and, consequence, was arrested the 
charges divulging military secrets. 
demned death. 


Death Sentence 


After had been three months the custody the 
Army Court, it was discovered that I belonged in the cus- 
tody the Budapest Civil Court whose jail 
Street that place the regime 
held those its victims who had already been 


then was transferred. 
“heard” 
and had signed statements. was also briefly the Marko 
Street jail, where finally got indictment. 

The case was marked Top Secret. outsider was per- 
mitted the trial, nor was allowed counsel choice 
but only trustworthy Party hack. May 13, 1950, 
was sentenced death, but lodged appeal. What could 
lose? 

Though prepared for death, wanted live. Those 
hours and days had seared life, but prayer and faith 
helped over the void. Just twenty-three years old, and 
full ambition, had prepare for last hour, beg 
merciful God for justice. 

May 15, 


tention cells where lot was lighter, for there prisoners 


1950 they shipped the Rakosi de- 
were taken less often for questioning. True, even 
one such trip could fatal. Also, hangings this place 
were almost daily affair. 

Mornings when they gave breakfast and alerted 
the guard, knew there was another execution. One 
two guards showed signs humanity, and these told 
something what went on, both here and the outer 
world. learned that one victim had been rushed 
hospital stretcher, only half alive. The doctor gave 
him injection lest die before could hanged. 

Another case was that the head miller the Gizella 
Steam Mill who was condemned death “for political 
reasons.” When they passed sentence, the prisoner went 
mad. They shipped him asylum for the criminally 
insane. For weeks had manic outbursts. Finally, they 
brought him strait jacket the gallows, where 
suddenly broke loose and was knifed guard. They 
hung him that way. 

appeal was heard October 26, 1950. They re- 
duced sentence life imprisonment plus confiscation 
all goods. The Almighty had heard prayers. The mere 
fact life gave feeling vast joy and now could, 
least, hope for eventual freedom. 


Life Imprisonment 


NOVEMBER 1950 they took Marianostra State 

Prison, where shared the third story cell block with 
other lifers. all suffered from hunger. Our daily ra- 
tion was half pound bread plus dark slops 
for breakfast, bowl soup and rotted vegetables for 
lunch, more the same for supper. bi-weekly deli- 
cacy got sliver horsemeat Thursdays and Sat- 
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urdays. For 2,000 prisoners there was daily allotment 


quarts oil, but half this was stolen the kitchen 
guards, only droplets reached us. barely kept alive. 

walked once day for fifteen twenty minutes, 
circling the prison yard about twelve feet apart, with hands 
clasped behind and heads bowed. Many prisoner 
collapsed those walks. Whoever looked attempted 
talk was immediately punished being forced stand 
his head against wall for hours. then 
chained, right hand left ankle, left hand right ankle. 


Other “minor” punishments were feed the offender only 


with was 


every other day put him solitary confinement for 
a wet a 

snatched tufts grass, 
somehow mitigate our hunger and the dearth 


vitamins. 


Once week were allowed bath, and our 


way led past rubbish heap. saw cabbage leaves 
stalks, potato peels, grabbed them matter 
seconds, washing them the bath water. They afforded 
happy relief our famine. 

lived 


tary 


six seven together—in former 
each cell vermin- 
infested straw pallets, which night were squeezed 
like herrings. There 
was attempt extermination, and prisoners were told 
kill the vermin hand. Our cell’s white-washed win- 
dows were nailed fast even midsummer, and nearly 
suffocated. Instead toilets, got 12-quart pail which 
was emptied twice daily a.m. and p.m. The stench 


that overcrowded, airless cell can scarcely imagined. 


confinement cells. were two 


The bugs gave rest. 


meals shared eating utensils since there were some 
240 cell block, but only about mess tins and 
spoons. Two rows cells occupied each floor with cor- 
ridor between. Our feeding began the far end. While 
eating, the prisoners were constantly hurried the mess 
sergeant. the men gulped their last spoonful, the mess 
tins were snatched from them and fresh soup poured into 
the unwashed tins for the next batch inmates. 


Medical Care 


Medical treatment was administered Party 
hero” back from Korea. Asprin was all ever prescribed. 
“Why waste drugs anti-Communists?” 
“Just croak and done with Prisoners who were 
gravely ill hadn’t chance. the fall 1951, three dia- 
betics died because the prison hospital failed administer 


would say. 


insulin. “So many the less,” was the comment. 

Lacking real medical care, many prisoners suffered from 
tuberculosis and other contagious course, the 
weakened state the men made them easy prey for in- 
fection. ate, was terrified the risk catching 
some malady—almost certain death under such conditions. 
Three years later, when the prisoners last got medical 
check-up, percent were found suffering from seri- 
ous disease. Once outbreak diarrhea was traced 
dead rat the water tank. Another wave illness was 
caused spoiled canned food. 

Speaking about health conditions this prison, should 


note that all the tubercular prisoners were crammed into 
the prison ward and received medical care all. The 
living dead that ward were very weak, one more 
them died almost daily. The dead were not accorded 
funeral but thrown naked into ditches. 
notified much later, all. 


Relatives were 


was permitted send postcard next kin 
once every six months, but was only allowed say that 
was well and healthy. Also once six months they let 
talk family member for ten minutes the presence 
guard. anything except family matters was men- 
tioned, the visit was cut short once and the next visit 
cancelled. For such offenses prisoners were also put fet- 
ters and solitary. 

Our starvation diet was the pride the warden, who 
kept saying that were him use for “fer- 
tilizer.” saved much the scant sum allotted for our 
keeping, thus earning praise for “cost-cutting.” During 
six years Marianostra, the warden used his “savings” 
build house culture, sports stadium and movie 
theatre the village, all for the glory Communism. 


Fellow Prisoners 


Who were fellow prisoners and how had they gotten 
here? Mostly they came from the disillusioned worker 
and peasant class, which Communism had promised 
most, and which later produced the most heroic fighters 
the 1956 October Revolution. There were also num- 
ber prisoners from the so-called middle classes and some 
from the upper class. Most the latter, however, had 
West time. Those 
“political crimes” had received the hardest sen- 
death, life imprisonment, best 12-year jail terms. 

One cellmates was farmer whom the Commu- 
nists had branded for owning acres land. 
Such farmers were hotly persecuted, and this 
prisoner was supposed have hidden some arms. The 
fact was that the local Communist Party Secretary had 
arranged plant rusty rifle which police later “found” 
the property. For this was sentenced 
years. Another cellmate was peasant who refused 
join State-owned collective farm. order deprive 
him his little plot land the Communists threw him 
jail and evicted his wife and four children. 

With forged evidence these Soviet hirelings could get 
rid anyone. Another cellmate, tradesman, had all his 
goods seized the State. searching his flat, police 
found some goods belonging his shop. was arrested 
for defrauding the State, because had home 
goods from his own shop. got years. factory 
worker who vented his feelings Stalin’s death, saying 
could have croaked sooner!” was denounced and got 
five years. old peasant who took home sheaf wheat 
after the harvest without telling the supervisors got four 
years. 


managed 
tences 


escape the 


could mention countless other cases. fact, would 
hard find Hungarian family who suffered 
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The Superfluous 


The Latest Against Bureaucracy" 


“Campaigns against bureaucracy” have long been 
feature the Communist landscape. Such campaigns, 
societies designed for rigid control Party-State appa- 
ratus, are reality demands for less inefficient bureaucratic 
functioning rather than for real diminution bureauc- 
racy. There the danger, however, happened Hun- 
gary, that such artificial campaigns may taken 
real dissidents. This article, the second two (the first 
part appeared the July 1958 East Europe and covered 
Poland and Bulgaria), deals with the problem appears 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Romania. 


Hungary 


NEW bureaucrats became major target 

attack the campaign for freer Hungary that 
sparked the October 1956 Revolt. Although the assaults 
coincided with the regime’s own decentralization measures, 
they differed radically from official discussions the 
necessity simplifying planning and management: 
whereas the Party spoke almost exclusively about the eco- 
nomic advantages smaller administration, the rebelling 
Communist writers who led the liberalization drive criti- 
cized the bureaucracy from social and political stand- 
point, exposing (as did the Poles both before and after 
their own Plenum) caste privileged, greedy 
officials hated and isolated from the people. 


Portrait Bureaucrat 


THE MOST trenchant blows against the Com- 
munist bureaucracy were delivered from the pen 
Gyula Hay, now one Kadar’s prisons for his revolu- 
tionary “crimes.” series articles that appeared 
shortly before the uprising, Hay created fictional charac- 
ter called Kucsera typical lower middle class name 
Hungary) who represented the upstart Party functionary 
with head swelled dictatorial size. Apart from describ- 
ing the habits and attitudes Kucsera, Hay depicted the 
solidarity the administrative clan. The article enitled 
“Why Don’t Like Him” (in Irodalmi Ujsag, October 
1956) had the widest repercussions, probably because 
hinted that this solidarity could broken only com- 
plete destruction the clique. Hay began explaining 
that two competent officials whom 
Takacs and Nemere 
incompetent Kucsera: 


had objected his criticisms the 


favor good functionaries, while they, tossing 
themselves into one pot with the Kucseras, keep defending 


may director but have always felt myself level 


with the masses. Rohac (Bratislava), September 26, 1957 


» ‘honor of the cast 


n is to 
One 
yet perhaps the least important, that 


» COMMON 


ascribed mere reason for it, 
the good 


the Kucsera traits also exist, if 


even 
functionary angel; 


only slightly, him, and vibrate sympathetically when 
under fire. The second and stronger reason 
that—just the speed fleet must measured 
its slowest thods and productivity 
bureau not determined the best Takacs, the most 
humane Mrs. Nemere, but the most bureaucratic 
sera. any criticism Kucsera hits the whole bureau, 
and fact the whole bureaucratic 

let speak the chief reason. 
there fight against bureaucracy. Though yet 
lacks drive will inevitably gather strength. 
our Socialist society S$ to eXISt at all, this most dangerous 
enemy must vanquished. Now, though our 


4 
ad 


tem bureaucratic, not all our functionaries are bureau- 
But, the falls, whom will strike? The 
most bureaucratic bureaucrats the least bureaucratic? 

the great Darwinian screening, the wolf who sur- 
vives the one with the most wolfish jaws, pos- 
sibly, the pruning the bureaucracy, the most bureau- 
crtic bureaucrat will survive. 


crats. 


Bureaucracy such will 
smaller, but bureaucracy per se, will more 
intense and virulent, ready spread any moment. 
thus understandable that. Takacs and Mrs. Nemere 
take the cudgels for the circle functionaries from 
which they fear being eliminated the event house- 
cleaning. That, fancy, why writers vainly stress 
again and again unequivocally that like the good, hon- 
est anti-bureaucratic type functionary and consider him 

our ally. Kucsera says: no, the writers would exter- 
minate every last functionary. And for the time being 
the Takacses and Mrs. Nemeres have chosen believe 


him. 

virtue his car, pay, house, special pur- 
chasing privileges, special vacation facilities, etc., with- 
draws from life, from the people, from the Party, becomes 
parasite lording over the people and the Party, de- 
veloping blood-curdling insolence. comes forget 
the simple art walking, and with it, the sense reality 
and humanity the man with both feet the ground. 
fanatically does cling his nauseating pseudo- 
existence that now—believe me—his chief threat 
democratic progress lies not much his 
cies, lack ability and narrow-mindedness, what 
far has proved insuperable force: his resolve 
fight tooth and claw for his life upstart. (Here 
perceive link between good taste and affairs historic 
import. Had listened time our instinct 
belled against the Kucsera cult manifested various levels 
class and rank, might well have forestalled much 
trouble and catastrophe. 


was natural that resentment the bureaucracy should 
directed chiefly the top-ranking Communists who, 
few short years, had acquired all the privileges 
wealthy aristocracy while publicly proclaiming their con- 
cern for the peoples’ welfare. Under the title, “Delicate 
Questions,” Jrodalmi Ujsag, August 18, 1956, implied that 
was time speak openly about the fact that Party and 
government leaders lived more luxuriously than the former 
Hapsburg Archdukes, and that even their children were 
protected from contamination the “lower 


“And the children! The children! must admit that 
children the public school which they will sit 
side side with the child Minister Party Com- 
mittee member that will ‘sensation’ and they will 
proud able talk about it, and their teachers will 
even prouder. And that imaginary child were 
outraged. have grown accustomed it. 

“In the past weeks some change has started take 
place this respect. may ridiculous write about 
it, and yet this where should mentioned that 
have twice met leading Comrades walking along the 
the situation really will healthy when 
similar event will not strike one special pleasure and 


boulevard. 


when the Minister walking the street will not fol- 
lowed car with the curtains down. 

Everyone talking about them. 
They will cease delicate the minute discuss them 
openly and publicly and not belittle the idea that once 
seemed very beautiful, the idea that ‘making Socialism’ 
—also means this.” 


The division the nation into extraordinary people (top 
bureaucrats) and ordinary people (the masses) was bitterly 
criticized the writer Sandor Novobaczky, one the 
leading Communist rebels, who also now jail. 
Irodalmi Ujsag, October 1956 Novobaczky objected 
official descriptions the bureaucracy “the most mili- 
tant and self-sacrificing class society and the mainstay 


“The real backbone the nation and the mainstay 
democracy this country are the workers, the peasants 
and the intellectuals, all those people who work with 
their hands, their hearts and their brains for the salvation 


the country. Thus, dislike hearing such words 


‘functionary class’ ‘apparatus’ ‘cadres.’ object 
particularly the word ‘cadre’ because its meaning 
going from bad worse and its character has led 
inhuman method classification and Communist ar- 
rogance. Although people did not understand clearly the 
meaning the word ‘cadre’ they knew very well that 
considered them belong the rank and file only and 
not the 


the Satellite regimes have now changed their theme 
and are insisting that bureaucrats must understand that manual 
workers are the “mainstay Socialist democracy”; this new line, 
however, sounds like parody Novobaczky and appears 
one the many “Marxist theories” revived solely for tactical pur- 
poses and not with the aim essentially changing the system. 

should mentioned here that one the best pictures the 
corruption the system was the play “Freedom Mountain” 
Jozsef Gali, now jail for his role the Revolt. “Freedom Moun- 
tain” the name the area surrounding Budapest where most 
the high Party officials live secluded old mansions. The play 
about three Communist brothers: one, who never appears 
stage, has been executed the Party because wanted remain 
true the essence Another plant manager who 
for long time enjoys his status bureaucrat and benefits his 
connections with the Party elite; eventually, however, comes 
realize that his life lie, and because this realization 
outlawed the Party; the third brother the prototype the 
high Party official; time passes, ostracized the people; 
his only friend the AVH henchman who guards him “Free- 
dom Mountain.” 


“The Lazy Matyi (Budapest), Dec. 26, 1957 
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Streamlining the Apparatus 


THE Party itself showed little concern for 

the injustices the system, was aware that the 
hugely expanded administrative apparatus had contributed 
economic waste, irresponsibility and inefficiency, and 
that over-centralization had vitiated the lower echelons. 
1954, when Imre Nagy was power, the government 
had attempted remedy these defects reorganizing the 
overstaffed ministries and transferring large numbers 
hozes, State farms and tractor stations. The plan, however, 
was too limited scope achieve much success. Szabad 
Nep, October 14, 1954, reported that “although tens 
thousands people have been affected the charges and 
strict regulations defined the terms dismissals, bureauc- 
racy has not decreased. Therefore, the real cause 
trouble must looked for elsewhere. Today, many people 
admit that bureaucracy connected with the exaggerated 
centralization economic management. Nobody denies 
that there are too many decrees and central instructions; 
the jurisdiction plant managers, local councils and lower 
organs too restricted.” 


The control commission inspection: “You see, isn’t true after 
all that one has get one’s feet wet crossing this street. 


Ludas Matyi November 21, 1957 


After the Soviet Party Congress February 1956, the 
Hungarian leadership (which the meantime had jetti- 
soned Nagy) drafted plans for more comprehensive over- 
haul the administrative apparatus. the spring, for 
instance, the Cabinet issued resolution aimed increas- 
ing the powers local organs and plant directors, eliminat- 
ing superfluous posts and streamlining management. 
was hoped that these measures would improve production 
and work discipline, and encourage the masses cooperate 
with the regime. The resolution requested factories and in- 
stitutions submit recommendations the decentrali- 
zation process the end July and ordered the minis- 
tries work out methods for simplifying planning, invest- 
ments, etc. The specific powers executive committees 
the local councils were defined the end the 
year. (Magyar Nemzet May 26, 1956. 

While the rebelling Communist writers seized the oppor- 


quite sure, Comrade boss, that you must suffering from 
some special kind virus. 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), October 31, 1957 
tunity attack the bureaucracy and the official press pub- 
lished various examples overcentralization the 
economy, there were few signs that the government em- 
ployees were either willing convinced the need 
relinquish some their power. June 1956, Magyar 
Nemzet complained that too much attention was paid 
personnel reductions while the question “rationalization” 
(reorganizing management and production) was largely 
ignored. The paper also mentioned that ministerial officials 
often “were holding the reins “Thus lack inde- 
pendence and over-organization will remain the main 
basis bureaucracy.” Similarly, July Szabad Nep re- 
marked that the reorganization had affected only the lower 
echelons and that the top rungs were content merely with 
the drafting circulars. The paper added: “Bureaucracy 
found within the enterprises rooted mostly the 
incorrect work methods central administrative organs. 
The bureaucratic way payroll accounting the plants 
common knowledge. But why does this happen? Because 
too many instructions have been issued this procedure 
central administrative organs.” 


Post-Revolt Measures 


along with all other government 

activity, was brought abrupt halt the Hun- 
garian Revolt the autumn 1956. the end the 
year, however, when Kadar’s puppet regime had ruthlessly 
imposed its hold the nation, the government announced 
that the program would resumed.* This time errant 


See East Europe, February 1957, and April 1957, 40. 
speech delivered shortly before New Year’s 1957, Minister 
Finance Istvan Kossa spoke proposed reorganization that 
would bring the total number unemployed persons the coun- 
try Kossa said that those workers who failed 
find jobs the mines handicrafts industry would receive 
monthly unemployment benefits ranging from 300-600 forint for 
period weeks. March, 1957, major decentralization 
measures were enacted when the regime changed the ministerial 
setup and announced that administrative personnel the Min- 
istries Industry and Agriculture would cut fifty percent. 
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Easy Come, Easy 


EIGHT YEARS, the Bosztor State farm had turnover 


twelve directors (the thirteenth just arrived), nine 
and seven head 


mistake: they came not 


chief agronomists (the tenth just arrived 
Let there be 
visitors but appointees. 
this? 
the statement that improper and inhuman one. 


accountants. 
What sort cadre policy 
Without analyzing the question more deeply, risk 


Playing football with people this way must never 


allowed happen again. Doubtless, few were badly 


screened, others might have been honest and zealous 


enough though unqualified, and others may not even have 
been honest. 


hard believe that not single 
one the twelve directors should have been able 
this Nepszabadsag (Budapest), February 13, 1957 


writers were permitted expose the political and social 
roots the bureaucracy, and the Party jealously guarded 
itself from attack; press comments the reorganization 
were limited largely technical and economic questions, 
and cases where analyses past errors seemed 
required, the regime found convenient scapegoat the 
clique.” 

According Party chief Kadar, approximately 66,000 
non-productive workers were fired from their jobs the 
course 1957 (Magyar Nemzet January 28, 
1958). this total, approximately 16,000 were removed 
the central and 5,855 from the local 
Nepszabadsag (Budapest), November 
1957, reported specific decreases. The paper said that 
the number administrative employees the Ministry 
Heavy Industry had been reduced from 1,275 592, 
the Ministry for Light Industry from 1,101 612, and 
the Planning Office from 960 435. The abolition 
the Ministry State Control resulted the dismissal 
528 persons, that the Ministry for City and Village Man- 
agement the loss 520 persons, and that the Ministry 
for Produce and Livestock Collection 7,742 employees. 
Altogether the number administrative workers the 
central and local government had been cut 25-28 per- 
cent and the dismissals resulted annual saving 400 


million 


from 


government.* 


orint. for reductions other sectors, psza- 
badsag said: “The number administrative employees 
industry, agriculture and trade has also decreased greatly 

10.4 percent industry, 19.7 percent agriculture 
and 13.9 percent 


The Double-Edged Sword 


Many people Hungary seized the opportunity re- 
trenchment strike the Kadar regime. Although the 
Kadar did not state how many employees were released in- 


dustry and other sectors. 


result the abolition three ministries and the merger 
the Ministry Education with the Ministry Culture, there 
are now ministries Hungary compared with before the 


Revolt. 


new Party had ruthlessly quashed all overt signs rebel- 
lion, and although the writers were prohibited from uttering 
demands for liberty and justice, the people continued 
voice their resentment wherever possible—in this instance, 
attempting discredit the Party and oust Stalinists 
from office posts. Commenting indirectly this tendency, 
June 1957, remarked: “Every effort must 
made prevent the return harmful bureaucrats and 
the spread administrative methods throughout the land. 
But would unjust upset the faith Com- 
munists destroying their conviction that they fought for 
the people, their class and Socialism.” 

Earlier the year, January 23, 1957, the trade union 
paper Nepakarat (Budapest) gave more explicit informa- 
tion anti-Communist activity the reorganization. The 
paper for some reason chose speak about the release 
skilled workers rather than desk workers (the retrenchment 
involved administrative personnel chiefly, although the 
violent disruption the economy during the Revolt had 
also necessitated the release industrial manpower some 
sectors) but was clear that its criticisms could applied 
dismissals both groups: 


“Strangely enough, hear said that our best skilled 
workers worry they are fired because any case 
they probably can well small craftsmen too—an ar- 
gument that limps. begin with, far from certain 
that Stakhanovite shoe factory can make good shoes 
hand, any more than the best smelter can open 
restaurant. Besides, the national interest that where 
men are the work 50, those should the 
best qualified. 

“But how can such question arise, someone may ask. 
Surely, responsible authority would want fire the 
best men? 

“Alas, this all too frequent. one skilled worker, 
they will say—he unpopular with his co-workers (as 
would design worse houses because this); another 

lacks seniority (this strikes talented youngsters) 
third—he Stalinist Rakosiite (this hits Com- 
munists); fourth—that with his skills can make 
just good living elsewhere. not end these 
practices, may soon find that our best workers are out 
government employ. Maybe the persons concerned will 


not suffer financially, but surely the 


The regime also warned against attempts push de- 
centralization too far. For instance, the March issue 
Figyelo declared: “When certain elements suggest abo- 
lition centralized direction and espouse decentralization 
principle democracy and panacea for fighting 
bureaucracy they tread perilous ground.” Similarly, 
May the same publication decried criticisms centralized 
planning: reject the central plan 
that sets the direction economic tasks. Furthermore, 
they would grant priority the free play supply and de- 
mand and aim the unhampered operation the [price 


Cartoons and original text, English, from Hungary 
October 1954. They were part series entitled “Bureaucracy 


Through The Ages.” 
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PREHISTORIC PERIOD 
Notice over the cave: Enquiries only after the Bronze Age 


Vail lave ~ 


ANCIENT CHINA 

**Very Honourable Mandarin, we have the pleasure to inform you that we 

have discovered ink and paper”. “Very good, then, you can open a folder”. 


THE DARKER AGES 
“1 was lucky my case was handled by a very decent inquisitor who pronounced 
sentence without much delay” 


The Campaign Continues 


The regime has realized that the bureaucracy cannot 
liquidated simply dislodging large numbers employees 
making sporadic attempts simplify management. 
has course refused admit that bureaucracy in- 
tegral element its controlled political and 
system and has nevertheless urged unremitting cam- 
paign against this disease with more urgency than 
before. February 13, 1957, Nepakarat, reporting that 
the Csepel Iron and Steel Works had succeeded greatly 
reducing its monthly ink and paper consumption, wrote: 


Yet not just question forint. The fact 
that now are bolder about slashing off the heads 
the paper dragon bureaucracy helps cure 
chronic disease Hungarian public life. The supercen- 
era the past could not live with- 
out Lord knows how many barrels ink and car- 
loads paper. The Rakosi bureaucracy was neither 
useful nor Socialist. bureaucracy is. was necessary 
gather data everything for the sake unscrupulous 
boasting. things could speak, they would cry, Kosz- 
tolanyi’s writer who died 1938) words: “They have 
written into every sort book and hold ac- 
count every sort way. Behind bureaucracy lies 
contempt for simple men and distrust the people. 

“The mountain paper and seas ink are worthy 
measures the paper mountains will perhaps dwindle and 
the seas ink dry slightly. steps are taken 
against it|, the bureaucracy will still prevail, regardless 
whether uses 86,000 sheets paper and liters ink, 
or 40 liters of ink and 570,000 sheets of paper as before.” 


Multi-headed Dragon 


Another article, published later the year, showed 
similar concern. Nepszava, September 15, 1957, declared: 


“We agreed that the enemy had exaggerated dema- 
gogic fashion the undeniable existence bureaucracy 
Party work, though unquestionably there were many faults. 
How stand now? 

“Generally speaking have exterminated this 
from the Party, even some faults have 
Also, seldom ask for written reports the state 
morale and such things, nor our superiors often insist 
them. hold executive and other meetings less fre- 
quently, and usually set daily schedules orally, that 
this way there may also less scribbling. short, 
fewer men and less paper clutter the offices, meetings 
are less frequent, and the work goes fairly well—in fact, 
better than before 

however not only have! one head 
called ‘senseless paper work’ and another called ‘over- 
staffing’. This dragon has other heads, perhaps less 
apparent, but less dangerous, which have not been, cut 
off. Should fail see and exterminate them daily, 
then even the heads have cut off may grow again.” 


& 
- 
= — 


Czechoslovakia 


HOUGH THE INFLEXIBILITY huge centralized gov- 
ernment apparatus was strongly criticized during and 
after the Tenth Party Congress June 1954, large-scale 
decentralization drive did not begin Czechoslovakia (as 
other parts the orbit) until 1956.* month after the 
Twentieth Soviet Congress February that year, the 
Czechoslovak Party Central Committee held meeting 
discuss the Soviet decisions and launch “struggle against 
bureaucratism.” address the session, First Party 
Secretary Novotny stated that “centralization necessary 
and useful only insofar secures, with minimum means, 
the correct detection our possibilities and the determina- 
tion bold tasks accordance with the growing needs 
society; this, however, not possible unless full scope 
granted broad initiative regions and 
Pravo April 10, 1956.) The Committee conse- 
quently drafted resolution reduce the government and 
economic apparatus, particularly the central machinery, 
transfer “superfluous workers material production,” and 
extend the rights national committees (local govern- 
ment organs) and Slovak national organs.** 

Further discussions the subject were held Na- 
tional Party Conference June 1956. Among other things, 
Novotny insisted that national committees must have greater 
powers the fields agriculture, local economy, health, 
culture and education, and Premier Siroky submitted 
proposal for increasing the powers enterprise managers. 
Cabinet meeting July adopted measures based 
proposals and extended the powers not only 
enterprise managers, but also ministers and their depu- 
ties, directors main administrations and the executive 
organs national committees. mid-summer, the press 
began report achievements decentralization. For 
example, Prace (Prague), August 11, 1956, announced 
that the ministries had turned over the district national 
committees the responsibility for bulk purchases agricul- 
tural produce. 

the autumn, information was released planned 
decreases administrative personnel. Prace, November 18, 
said that the Ministry Chemical Industry would undergo 
reductions amounting 22.6 percent the total staff; 
seven days later, the same paper discussed proposed 
percent reduction administrative employees the Min- 
istry Foundries and Ore Mines. Similarly, December 


Between 1954 and 1956, criticism was directed chiefly plan- 
ning errors. First Deputy Premier Jaromir Dolansky, quoted 
Rude Pravo, October 17, 1954, blamed overcentralization for short- 
comings this sphere, which, said, were the result lack 
initiative lower echelons. March 1955, Chief the State 
Planning Office Otakar Simunek said that, beginning 1956, 
planning methods would simplified and that the number 
specific plan targets issued his Office would reduced 
percent. simultaneous increase planning powers was take 
place the regional national committees. 


government reorganization June 1956 reduced the num- 
ber ministries from 27. Subsequent reductions resulted 
the abolition the Ministry Manpower July 31, 1957, and 
the Ministry Local Economy March 23, 1958. 


Rude Pravo (Prague) said that the Ministry Trans- 
port would reduce the number employees the railroad 
apparatus 8.6 percent, and the ministerial staff 
percent. Finally, December 23, Premier Siroky pre- 
sented figures overall reductions. said that total 
12,834 employees would removed from the ministries 
and units above the level enterprises, and that 3,782 
this number would employees the ministries them- 
selves offices the commissioners. Later on, the total 
was raised 13,500, and the anticipated savings were 
estimated 150 million koruny.* 


Resistance and Roadblocks 


ORDERING STAFF REDUCTIONS, the government was 

aware that would face strong opposition from the 
people involved. This knowledge was based partly open 
attempts criticize and sidestep the new measures and 
partly experience gained from staff reorganization 
1951-52. that time, some 77,000 administrative em- 

*At that time the regime did not give information the number 
administrative employees scheduled for dismissal from industrial 
enterprises government agencies below the ministerial level. Ac- 
cording refugee reports, many 60,000 employees industry 
and govrnment were slated for removal. There has also been 


official information proposed reductions the bureaucratic 
apparatus the Party and trade unions. 


“We Are Indispensable” Rohac January 16, 1958 
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ployees were fired, but the bureaucracy still continued 
mushroom, and most the clerks and officials eventually 
found their way back into offices.* Prace, January 25, 
1957, recorded typical example hostility the new 
regulations when complained that the timber industry 
the reorganization was effected only paper. The tech- 
nique was list administrative workers manual workers 
without making any change their activities. Similarly, 
Mlada Fronta, (Prague), January 1957, reported that 
changes were being carried out only the most superficial 
level. The paper said that although the ministries were 
taking steps fire personnel, the process simplifying and 
decentralizing the government apparatus 
there: “Indeed, some regional national committees were 
threatened with such swelling numbers that seemed 
apparatus would ‘disappear’ the large staffs lower 
organs.” The dangers bottom-heavy administration 
were also discussed Rude Pravo, March 14, 1957, which 
confirmed that former ministerial white collar workers were 
clamoring for jobs the local government apparatus: 


are opinions the effect ‘we shall not 
saved decentralization; the contrary, will mean 
greater expenses for the administrative apparatus the 
regions, districts and enterprises.” Yes, this can hap- 
pen administration and management are not simpli- 
fied, the constant issuing reports, returns, etc. 
tinues. 


con- 
The question now how many the 13,500 
dismissed adminstrative workers will strengthen the ranks 
production and how many, various ways and means, 
will again find cushy spots offices, contrary the 
goals the Party.” 


Obstacles decentralization were also created the 
regional national committees, which refused help in- 
crease the powers the district and local committees under 
them. Although December 1956 the regional committees 
were instructed submit proposals further decentrali- 
zation the lower echelons, they did nothing about this 
and, according Rude Pravo, July 22, 1957, had justified 
their inactivity various excuses. They claimed, for in- 
stance, that they were too busy with the May national 
committee elections and the Party’s economic directives 
and said that, any case, the local and district committees 
were not equipped handle the “great tasks decentrali- 
Rude Pravo retorted: 


“It understandable that the desks with all the 
heaps files and directives were moved the dis- 
tricts, they would not know what with them. The 
extension the jurisdiction the district committees 
must account involve the extension the apparatus, 
suggested some ministries. This would very 
comfortable but incorrect. reduce the apparatus and 


*Rude Pravo (Prague), August 20, 1957, explained the failure 
the 1951-52 reorganization stating that attempt had been 
made liquidate the functions and posts the persons dismissed. 
The present firings are based the abolition various posts; this 
process intended prevent the rehiring people fill vacant 
job slots. 


Ger6 Sandor rajza 


- Ext a széket vigyék ki, 


tSbb rokonunk nincs! 


The bureaucrat handing out meaty bones labelled “fat job,” 
“trip “bonus,” “promotion,” “special “Take 
this chair shouts, “we have other relatives.” 


Ludas Matyi Budapest), February 20, 1958 


improve its quality, simplify its tasks and substantially 


increase cooperation with citizens and experts—this 


the correct way.” 


Inflated Apparatus 


THE 1957 program for decentralization ap- 

peared half-hearted both scope and method, 
with ministers the top and provincial officials the 
bottom colluding thwart it. Even the Party paper, Rude 
Pravo, seemed more willing than official press organs else- 
where the area acknowledge the difficulties involved, 
and adopted attitude that was more tolerant and less 
radical than might have been expected. 
August 20, the paper wrote: 


editorial 


“The excessive inflation our administrative apparatus 
burden from which, everyone will agree, must free 
ourselves. However, experience has taught that this 
easier said than 

“Not industrial enter- 
prises, the administrative machinery has grown un- 
precedented extent. Party] member 
the CKD Sokolovo enterprise which published 
July 27, was stated that the end the year the 
factory would able cut its staff some 400 people. 
glance, this figure 


only ministries, but also 


article 


ems surprising, even impossible. 
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Yet just surprising are figures the growth that 
staff. 

“The criterion the ratio productive workers per 
administrative employee, that is, technical and clerical 
personnel. the CKD Sokolovo enterprise, this was 3.5 
1947; 1956, was 2.32. the engineering industry 
whole, there was average four workers per ad- 
ministrative employee 1938; 1956, there were only 
2.9. 
The CKD Sokolovo enterprise has set exam- 
ple how proceed, but will they successful? 
The administrative reduced July, yet 
only few people joined the production side. The others 
preferred leave, realizing that there are other undertak- 
ings institutes where the size the staff will not 
watched closely. these circumstances, the campaign 
bound beneficial the CKD Sokolovo enterprise, 
while the national economy whole will not benefit 
from it. The effort implement the resolution 
will doubt spread but the first and foremost ques- 
tion how place superfluous personnel from the ad- 
ministrative apparatus. present conditions, not al- 
ways possible employ them the same enterprise. The 
matter not, course, that there not enough work 
for them our the opposite. But most 
decidedly, one cannot content with the reply that coal 
mining, agriculture and the building industry need fresh 
manpower large quantities. After all, many the peo- 
ple involved would refuse into these industries and 
would not even able work for them. 


staff was 


However, 
there demand for labor elsewhere. necessary 
assemble data and popularize [this and 
link the natural personal interests the individual with 
the needs the economy.” 


More Drastic Measures 


the end the year, with little but failure show for 
its efforts, the Party took more decisive stand. Promising 
the release huge numbers administrative workers 
1958, emphasized that the pruning would extend 
all layers the bureaucratic apparatus, including industry. 
The withered theory about the primary importance the 
manual worker Communist society was dragged out 
the closet become major ideological weapon the re- 
location campaign. Simultaneously, however, was implied 
that the remaining bureaucratic elite would become more 
exalted than ever. Rude Pravo, December 1957, indi- 
cated that the reorganization would involve political 
purge and hinted that only the best employees (that is, 
those who were both good “Marxists” and good workers) 
would allowed remain administrative posts: 


“We have bear mind the old truth that real 
values are created only manual workers and that the 
administration, living part our national income, 
should reduced absolute minimum. Though this 
irrefutable truth generally known, have not achieved 
the least success reducing our over-inflated administra- 
tive apparatus, and this mainly because did not create 
the necessary prerequisites. The efforts administra- 
tive employees [must concentrated] the task con- 
trolling production and not administrative work. This 
one the main prerequisites for reduction. 


Principles Selection" 


OUR LEADING economic functionaries acted 

they had forgotten that they are responsible for 
their work not only higher economic organs, but above 
all the Party whose policy expresses the will and inter- 
ests the working people. The Party therefore has the 
right supervise appointments leading posts—to see 
that people are selected who are devoted the idea 
but greater mistake underestimate him. im- 
possible not see that the defeated bourgeois 
class strives overcome its defeat [by] infiltrating 
the organs the proletarian State, hiding behind the 
cloak professional ability and taking advantage the 
insufficient vigilance and conciliatory attitude some 
Communists. Many comrades have begun interpret 
the Party’s efforts strengthen social democracy mean 
that members the former exploiting class have 
equal right the same posts members the working 
more necessary now than any previous 
apply Leninist principles selection and take 
into consideration class origin, political maturity and de- 
votion the Party and the workers’ class. Rude 
Pravo (Prague), January 25, 1958 


“Along with new method control work there will 
The 
very fact that the main administrations the ministries 
will abolished—we now have 178 them—shows that 
the number employees affected rather high. There 
will simultaneous check employees other cen- 


considerable transfers employees next year. 


tral offices, institutions and enterprises. 

“What will the specific targets [of] our reforms? 
all levels. Many people still hold the traditional view 
that bureaucrats and unnecessarily inflated administra- 
tive apparatus are found only the ministries. This 
big mistake. Nobody working any factory can state 
that impossible without 10, even 100 the 
clerks big plant. the contrary, know exam- 
ples where they can. 


“The reduction must used strengthen the ranks 
production workers, especially the most important 
branches the economy, such coal mining, construc- 
tion and agriculture, all which grant high wages and 
good working conditions. 

“The reduction must also used improve the qual- 
ity the control apparatus all levels. Only the most 
efficient employees must remain the ministries. 


“What mean this? Certainly not some one- 
sided approach regard their political professional 
qualifications. mean this employees whose politi- 
cal maturity and professional knowledge warrant their 
quickly familiarizing themselves with the most difficult 
economic problems and making decisions about them. 
Therefore, mainly those cadres consisting former work- 
ers who have proved their abilities past years will re- 
main. 

“The qualifications the other people who now will 


th 
er 


leave the ministries should not scorned, since they all 
worked factories and other enterprises before being 
transferred the ministries because their superior 
WOE. «5. 

“In carrying out these transfers, must pay special 
attention Slovakia. There are many Slovak plants whose 
capacity not fully used. These plants need efficient 
experts, production engineers, and mainly technicians. 

“There need add that improve the quality 
the control apparatus also means that eliminate all 
people who have nothing there, such 
unreliable elements, careerists, profiteers and 
dividuals. They will longer able hide behind 
large collectives. 

not want people from the ministries our 
factory. They were good before, they were trans- 
ferred the ministry. They were good there either, 
found letter addressed us. 


true? 


These are the words 
Are these allegations 
the majority cases they are not. 
there have been rare cases when individuals managed 
get jobs the ministries through crooked means, the 
vast majority workers were transferred for professional 
abilities. 

“In the course all these transfers shall have 
struggle not only against various incorrect views, but also 
against certain personal inertia. Many people will wel- 
come change work, but many others not want 
discontinue their habitual method life. Certainly 
trifling things are stake here, since such measures can- 
not compared with the moving table from the 
first the The changes will affect 
family life. However, compared the values the trans- 


second floor. also 
fers can provide, they will necessary contribution 
the development the economy. Therefore the trans- 
fers must not carried out bureaucratically since they 
are mainly political matter and will depend the 
Party, youth organizations and trade unions convince 
the workers affected the transfer its necessity and 
usefulness the republic.” 


Rude Pravo’s attempt whitewash the past denying 
that large numbers government posts were obtained 
unethical means and that class antagonisms developed with 


“Get up, young man, it’s after office hours 


Rohac (Bratislava), October 31, 1957 


Desen Al. 


Hocus Pocus (“There are cases where the reports given situa- 
tion not reflect situation? worry about 
that, have the report done jiffy.” 


Urzica (Bucharest), September 30, 1957 
the flowering 
the 
Despite Party 


bureaucracy did little the 
proposed reorganization for those involved. 
warnings, bitter resistance decentralization 


value 


continued upper government echelons the bureaucrats 
struggled preserve their vested interests. one its 
harshest Rude Pravo, December 10, 1957, took 
high-ranking officials task for thwarting Party policy. 
Implying that last-ditch efforts evade decentralization 
were futile, the paper accused 


articles, 


top official the ministry 
charge the Plzen Lenin Plant stating public that 
any reduction ministerial personnel could not carried 
out. The ministerial officials for 
claiming that decentralization should not 
yond the regional national committees and said that the 
Ministry Agriculture had been guilty ignoring regula- 
tions decentralization and had failed take appropriate 
action. 


paper criticized other 


New Reorganization 


Overriding all opposition, the Party leadership announced 
drastic reorganization industry and management 
Central Committee meeting February 25, 1958. The 
new plans call for the merger existing industrial enter- 
prises into larger production units associations which 
will take over some management functions and have their 
own research departments. These mergers are aimed 
extending the powers and responsibilities enterprise units, 
restricting the ministries supervisory role, simplifying 
management and facilitating the reduction ministerial 
and other administrative personnel. speech the 
session, Premier Siroky said that total 7,500 employees 
would dismissed from the ministries concerned with 
production, the ministries for Health and Communications, 
and the corresponding offices the Slovak Commissioners. 
These reductions, stated, would amount percent 
the total number employees. Siroky added that 


in 
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subordinate organizations” the government planned re- 
duction 29,000 employees working the technical and 
administrative apparatus. view the reorganization 
production, likely that the majority these indi- 
viduals will ousted from the administrative apparatus 
industry. 


Romania 


ALSO, the regime went de-bureaucratiza- 

tion campaign the end 1956. December 27-29 
Central Committee meeting, Party chief 
“exposed” the dangers overcentralization, called for the 
elimination “useless, inert bureaucratic and 
spoke about widening the powers the people’s councils 
(organs local government Gheorghiu-Dej warned, 
however, that decentralization was not impair the au- 
thority the central government: 


“The principle democratic centralism implies 
firm leadership lower echelons organs higher echelon 
organs and the compulsory execution central directives. 
sary avoid congestion the Council Ministers 
and widen the scope other departments well 
those the hands general directorates. 


“The tendency swell the administrative machinery 
and increase formalism filing and statistics must 
fought. Bureaucracy also must fought concretely 
attracting large masses workers and peasants into active 
participation 
ary 1957.) 


the (Scinteia, Janu- 


March 1957, the Party carried out several decentrali- 
zation measures. government reorganization reduced the 
number ministries from 15, and law subsequently 
passed the Grand National Assembly broadened the 
powers the people’s councils the spheres health, 
culture, education and the management local in- 
dustry.* councils were also given greater financial 
powers, but was explicitly stated that they were adhere 
strictly central directives. speech the new law 
Premier Chivu Stoica (Scinteia, March 20, 1957) de- 
clared: their activities, [the people’s councils] must 
discard the inertia and narrow-minded administrative 
methods which are still applied some executive com- 
mittees; they must not expect their own local problems 
solved only the ‘upper organs.’ the same time, the 
people’s councils and their executive committees must re- 
spect completely the laws and resolutions well 
instructions central organs, prevent any exaggeration 
applying measures for broadening the powers local 
organs, anything that could harm the unified leadership 
the State and the economy.” 


ensure control over the councils, the regime passed 
law stating that the future Secretaries the executive 
further reduction the central government took place 


March 15, 1958, when the Ministry Mines was abolished and its 
functions taken over the Ministry Heavy Industry. 


“And now begin work.” 
Urzica (Bucharest), August 31, 1957 


committees the councils would appointed rather than 
elected. discussing this new decision, Scinteia Tinere- 
tului (Bucharest), March 23, explained: “The appointment 
the Secretary are carried out efficiently. This can 
done only the Secretary—apart from continuity service 
which assured his being appointed the post—has 
specialized education the field State administration.” 


the months that followed, the regime also took steps 
reorganize the trade unions and the local Party appa- 
ratus. April 11, Munca published communique 
the Central Trade Union Council announcing decision 
merge several unions order “permit the elimina- 
tion numerous intermediary organizations, the reduc- 
tion salaried personnel and the consolidation trade 
union activities and May 11, Scinteia 
announced the abolition certain branches the district 
Party committees. This measure ostensibly was aimed 
eliminating excessive bureaucracy liquidating interme- 
diate Party sections and strengthening contacts between 
district Party leaders and “the masses.” The released func- 
tionaries, however, were assigned “field tasks,” indi- 


cating that, like earlier changes the Soviet Union, the 
reorganization Romania was designed make Party 
control more effective. 

far the Romanian Party has failed give any official 
information dismissals administrative personnel 
the government apparatus.* discussing bureaucracy, 
the press has focussed its attention chiefly specific ex- 
amples waste and inefficiency the government and 
economic administration emphasize the need for less 
complicated management system. (Bucharest), 
July 17, reported, for instance, that factory producing 
prefabricated parts had exceeded planned production costs 
26.5 percent the first quarter the year and that 
losses had amounted 1,169,000 lei. Munca placed re- 
sponsibility for this the managing ministry which, 
said, had failed give proper directives the enterprise. 
Similarly, July 18, 1957, printed article ex- 
plaining how plant manager Craiova had waste 
days waiting his managing ministry receive the ma- 
terials needed continue production. And July 20, 
Scinteia criticized the complicated system fixing prices 
manufactured products. The paper said that the 
Gheorghiu-Dej clothing factory, after making new type 
summer housedress, had filled out the long form re- 
quired the ministry before established its cost the 
market. The form was submitted April 18. The min- 
istry did not answer until July 16. the interval, the 
new model had remain the stockroom and the sum- 
mer was half over before could sold. 


and 


PROCESS reducing the number administrative 

employees not always satisfactory. seems some 
departments were playing hide and seek. One the 
aims the reduction that is, the strengthening pro- 
duction, does not seem have good prospects success. 
When wanted find out where employees had gone 
after administrative reductions, often received the reply: 
‘For the time being nobody knows exactly.’ 8,000 employees 
were supposed leave our central offices the end 
June. According information received the end May, 


more than 4,500 employees had already left. Some 384 had 
been transferred manual work, 150 retired, and roughly 
4,000 were transferred offices. The last [figure] not 
clear, because should have been mentioned specifically 
how many employees from each ministry went strengthen 


production [in any capacity]. Production can 
strengthened efficient accountant, for example, but 
above all technician. [It has been observed that] 
workers who were transferred factories are now back 
the civil service. secret that central offices 
Prague not fulfill even the minimum organized re- 
cruiting [for (Rude Pravo, [Prague], June 30, 
1958. 


Far, But Not Too Far 


staff reductions] are important demonstration 
the application the principles Socialist democracy, 
which harmoniously combines broad decentralization with 
firm, uniform State direction. This decentralization in- 
compatible with various revisionist opinions aimed 
weakening the economic-organizational function the 
State, the weakening the planned nature the na- 
tional economic, control, planning, checks, wage and finan- 
cial disciplines.” Finance Minister Julius Duris Rude 


Pravo, April 18, 1957 


FAULTS, course, are common throughout East- 

ern Europe, where overcentralization, overstaffing, red 
tape and negligence have resulted mounting production 
costs. Like the other Communist regimes, the Albanian 
government has also embarked program remedy 
these conditions. February 3-5, 1958 Party Central 
Committee meeting, the leadership announced that in- 
sure implementation the 1958 plan, the work State, 
economic and Party organs would have simplified 
much possible and more authority given local gov- 
ernment organs. The Plenum approved measures re- 
duce the administrative staffs economic enterprises and 
stated that persons released from their posts should 
sent the production sector: 


measures for reorganizing and reducing the 
ministrative] apparatus should serve send many 
cadres possible production sectors villages, local 
possible should retained the administrative ap- 
paratus, that many men possible can sent 
the production sector.” (Radio Tirana, February 1958. 

Despite this effort, unlikely that the Communists’ 
present attempts increase the powers local authorities 
and pinpoint responsibility will greatly improve matters. 
the moment, the relocation large numbers admin- 
istrative (and some cases industrial) workers probably 
having disruptive effect the economies and aggra- 
vating popular discontent. Unless the Communists radi- 
cally change their attitude towards professional compe- 
tence, find suitable employment for white collar workers, 
allow large measure initiative and independence and 
prevent the bureaucracy from committing the abuses 
has been guilty the past all-powerful and privi- 
leged apparatus, the new program destined fail; and 
since the Communists cannot afford these things 
because their power depends upon their absolute control, 
the outlook for the future looks bleak indeed. 


According one refugee report some 60,000 administrative 
employees were scheduled for dismissal, but there has been 
official confirmation. 
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(Continued from page 

under Communist terror and seen loved ones imprisoned, 
deported, slain, their property confiscated. wonder 
that the Hungarian Revolt showed such striking unanimity 
action, that underground organizations sprang spon- 
taneously. Many, however, were betrayed. 
innocent people fell victim Communist executioners. 
This why countless families chose homelessness and pov- 
erty for the sake freedom. 

The Marianostra prison had several workshops, includ- 
ing stamping press and the rope-making plant where 
worked. For those who labored the shops, the food was 
better nor more plentiful, but least there was the 
company fellow prisoners, though talk was forbidden. 
Wherever could, tried outwit our guards. News 
reached irregularly, but were fairly well informed 
about the outside world. 


Suicides 


Several prisoners, losing hope, committed suicide. One 
leaped his death from the third floor staircase, almost 
pulling guard with him. Another slashed his veins. Some 
who tried hunger strikes met with cruel reprisals. the 
Spring 1953 was sent back for further investigation 
the State Security Bureau Pest, which sought more 
information companions. Though “unable” tell 
them thing, was kept there about two months. Con- 
ditions then were the same the Margit Road 
tary prison, for the dread Army Court had been trans- 
ferred the Pest District prison with all its methods. Day 
day again witnessed heart-rending scenes. Once there 
were three young girls death row. They were only six- 
teen. heard they belonged variety troupe and 
were charged with treason. dawn awoke the 
sound hammering the gallows. Later, the girls 
were led the gibbet, their cries quite shattered us. 
frenzy, beat the doors and screamed through the 
windows. 

Afterwards, avoid such scenes, our keepers raced the 
noisy motor huge Csepel truck whenever there was 
execution, thus drowning the last words and cries 
our murdered compatriots. 


The Mines and the 


SEPTEMBER 1954, was shipped with several fel- 

low captives the Szolnok coal mines slave labor. 
Since knew nothing about mining met with many 
accidents, some fatal. All the Communists cared about 
was production; they flouted safety rules. What did 


matter now and again political prisoner lost his life? 
There were others replace him. spur production 
the prisoners, too, were given some incentives. Those 
with higher production percentages were allowed parcels 
from home, more frequent letters longer visits from 
family members. Our food here was better, but one 
had much appetite because bad ventilation the mine. 
Also, many came down with stomach trouble. Here 
were paid for our work. Nearly all this pay, however, 
was deducted for clothes, food, guards’ pay, etc. With 
few forint that were left, could buy some extra food 
and toilet articles. 


January 1955, refused work the mine. 
political prisoner had mind serve Communism 
with labor, especially since much this coal was being 
used for the armament industries. was sent back 
Marianostra disciplined. That year prison regulations 
were again tightened.* Some prisoners who had managed 
escape and then been recaptured, were forced wear 
pound fetters day and night; they also got additional 
sentences one five years. 

After the 20th Soviet Party Congress February 1956, 
noticed improvement our lot. process re- 
view for sentences political prisoners began, and prison- 
ers were gradually released conditional basis. This, 
however, did not void the sentence but merely granted 
six months respite serving the sentence. Continued 
freedom depended upon “good” conduct. This was the 
famous amnesty for political prisoners which the Com- 
munists made such show of. 

Yet from day day signs decay became ever more 
numerous. The will the Hungarian people overthrow 
Communism was relentless. all wanted the same thing: 
freedom. October 23, 1956 Revolt unique world 
history erupted. Every Hungarian became free. Our prison 
gates were broken down and rushed into combat. 

Then came November and the final armed Soviet 
intervention. could not keep the freedom bought 
our blood. one came our aid. were stunned 
with grief. Some two hundred thousand Hungarians were 
lucky find freedom the West. But nine million still 
languish slavery. 

Dear Reader, the story have told own, yet 
seven years prison also symbolize the fate Hungary 
herself. was hard for describe these horrors, which 
still have the power rack tortured nerves. 


This corresponds the end Imre Nagy’s first Course” 
Premiership (he was deposed April 1955) which his prison 
policies were considerably less brutal than those his predeces- 
sors—or successors. (Ed.) 
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National 


Councils 


Whatever the direction taken Poland, whether con- 
tinues now appears doing move back ortho- 
doxy whether manages make its own “Polish road,” 
vital area tension will remain the grass-roots level 
political life. This article analyzes the results and significance 
recent national councils election that local level. 


WAS NARROWLY AVERTED Poland two years 

ago the emergence new leader armed with 
new program. Wladyslaw Gomulka was Communist, but 
one who had also long lingered Stalin’s prisons. Though 
foe the Soviet Union, was known Polish 
“nationalist”; not himself revisionist, was nevertheless 
convinced that much the past would have undone. 
was perhaps the only man Poland who could work 
miracle saving the Party from disintegration and the 
rest the nation from disaster. that crucial juncture, 
while Budapest was being sacked the Soviet vandals, 
many looked him savior. 

January 20, 1957, exactly three months after Go- 
mulka had risen power, the first countrywide parlia- 
mentary election since 1952 took place. The balloting was 
far from free, but was the freest expression popular 
will ever registered Communist-run country. Despite 
all the restrictions and the inability outsiders look into 
the actual vote counting, the results were widely interpreted 
spelling qualified endorsement the electorate the 
new Party Secretary and his program. 

February 1958, one year later, second nationwide 
election took place. This involved the selection, some 
30,000 districts, more than 200,000 persons for seats 
the national councils, the organs local administration. 
great deal had changed for the better the intervening 
period, but the gap between original promises and their ac- 
tual fulfillment was daily widening. Gomulka had granted 
more than could afford and had gone further than 
had intended. Ever more frequently was now taking 
two steps back for every step forward. 

the hour crisis the new Party Secretary had granted 
concessions everybody. had allowed workers or- 
ganize their own councils factories. sanctioned the 
peasants’ return private farming. destroyed much 
the power and scope the secret police and increased the 
prerogatives Parliament. stopped all persecutions 


Peasant women casting their ballots the national councils elec- 
tion. 


Spoldzielna (Warsaw), February 1958 


the Church and entered into 
with its leaders. 


tacit armistice agreement 

He seemingly backed the intellec tuals and 
who had helped him power permitting 
the former pursue their soul-searching reappraisal the 
Communist 


decade and offering the latter new, 
uniquely independent policy toward the Soviet Union. 
depleted national reserves and borrowed from abroad 
grant substantial salary raises. reversed the previous 
over-emphasis heavy industry and urgently sought 
assuage consumer demands. 

The honeymoon lasted approximately from the Eighth 
the Ninth Plenum the Party, that is, from October 
1956 May 15, 1957. 
Central Committee convene under his leadership, Go- 
mulka served notice that there was nothing more give, 
that from now hard work and discipline would have 
forthcoming. 


the second plenary session the 


political retreat had already begun. 
Intellectuals were ordered abjure their “revisionism.” 
Workers, exhorted produce more, were informed that 
their councils could not vie for power with established 
Party lines command. The whole nation was empha- 
tically reminded that under condition would the Party 
voluntarily abdicate from complete authority. 

subsequent months strenuous efforts were made 
unify the Party, “purify” and re-establish its in- 
fluence. Overt criticism the Soviet Union was suppressed 
and the entire Soviet foreign policy plank was fully en- 
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dorsed. Communist were harassed and, some 
muzzled. There were still many departures from 
commonly accepted practices neighboring countries, but 
these were longer proudly proclaimed aspects Po- 
land’s “own road Socialism.” 


Cases, 


Instead, the trend was, 
step step, toward conformity. 


Comparison With Previous Elections 


SEEMS THAT, confronted with the choice siding 

either with the Party the people, Gomulka opted for 
the first whenever its survival prestige were stake. 
The parliamentary elections 1957 occurred before this 
dilemma had become acute, before Gomulka had had 
commit himself his present position. The national coun- 
cils elections, the other hand, took place after this tend- 
ency had crystallized. Since, broadly speaking, both elec- 
tions were run according the same rules, comparison 


the results affords rough gauge changes the 
people’s attitude toward the regime. 
This comparison not invalidated the fact that one 


election was for parliamentary seats and the other for 
seats local organs administration. both cases the 
balloting was national scale and the people were sub- 
jected the entire weight official propaganda; both 
occasions everybody was literally “mobilized” 
pate. democratic countries choosing local representa- 
tives often done half-heartedly and the pre-election 
campaign lacks the excitment the more decisive voting 
for all-powerful parliaments. Communist-run countries, 
the other hand, the ultimate power rests with the Party, 
and even Poland the Sejm (Parliament) mainly ratifies 
the decisions small group leaders the Politburo. 
What therefore not much the selection 
persons only nominally concerned with the origin 
cies but the selection those who must ultimately carry 


counts 


them out. Poland, according the law passed shortly 
before the latest balloting, these persons now sit the 
local councils, whose authority has been greatly expanded. 
with them that the ordinary citizen will have deal 
most matters everyday import. The local represent- 
atives are not names newspapers but friends, acquaint- 
ances—or enemies—personally known most constituents 
extent that parliamentary delegates are not. 

Official pressure and personal interest can therefore 
assumed have combined make the national councils 
elections least “popular” the parliamentary elec- 

The startling fact, however, that there were al- 
most two million fewer persons who voted for the regime 
this year than last. 


tions. 


Failure vote Communist country not mark 
indifference. one the few ways register op- 
position the system. all the bloc countries, with the 
exception Poland, the voter has real choice: can 
only fully endorse fully reject the single list candi- 
dates selected the Party. accepts, casts his 
ballot into the box full view the attendant function- 
aries. balks, must into the voting booth. This 
second alternative dangerous futile, for the 
regime has undisputed control over final “tabulations” and 


specimen ballot for the national councils election. The top five 
lines read: “Election District No. for the election to/District 
National Council/Warsaw—Midtown/Election Card/National Unity 
Front List.” Below are listed the nine district candidates. 


Photo from Kurier Polski (Warsaw), February 1-2, 1958 


can doctor results will. escape the regime’s web 
opponents must resort clever malingering and stay 
home bed, hoping able repulse the combined 
assault the Party-appointed janitor, the block stalwart, 
agitators from headquarters, and the local doctor. Ortho- 
dox Communist countries are uncommonly healthy elec- 
tion days. 


The New Rules 


Poland the situation now quite different. Absten- 
tion longer the only form valid protest mean- 
ingful action. modicum choice was made available 
the public. The list candidates was still unopposed, 
and the three participating (PZPR), 
Peasant (ZSL), and Democratic single 
ticket under the auspices the National Unity Front. But 
each list there were now percent more names 
than posts filled. The voter thus had the oppor- 
tunity cross off the names those candidates liked 
least. the 300,000 candidates offered the public only 
205,101 were finally elected. 

Compared the last previous local elections (1954) 
there were number other improvements the elec- 
toral rules. The new regulations, passed Parliament 
the Fall 1957, assured secrecy stipulating that every 
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voter would receive envelope which put his ballot 
before depositing the box. special provision the 
law designated ballots valid when torn with the en- 
tire list crossed off, both cases signifying outright opposi- 
tion the slate. Another innovation was the inclusion 
the new rules specific directions concerning the possible 
removal councilmen from their posts after the elections. 
And finally, though the electors had pick their repre- 
sentatives from among the names presented them, 
measure popular sentiment was permitted expression 
the pre-election screening candidates. 
the three levels local administration “territorial election 
committees” (on which, according Trybuna Ludu 
saw], January 25, 139,573 citizens sat) heard suggestions 
for changes the lists candidates presented organ- 
izations groups citizens recognized the Front. 
attended some 1,800,000 persons were allegedly held 
villages alone—22,580 designated candidates out the 
total 300,000 were discarded and replaced before the 
elections were held. 


each 


Pre-Election Campaign 


WEEDING-OUT PROCESS was far from perfunctory. 

Reticent though the regime was divulge the extent 
the people’s disagreement with lists concocted Party 
headquarters, there enough evidence from some the 
official press and radio comments indicate that the 
population made the most all opportunities available. 
Particularly rural districts, where the candidates were 
better known the voters, real efforts were made put 
the best possible leaders. January 22, for instance, 
Zielony Sztandar (Warsaw), reporting the progress 
the campaign Lublin Province, commented that 
ings numerous sectors were very the Janow 
Lubelski district, the village Godziszow, the people 
would not accept the Front list candidates because the 
local priest did not approve it.” 

The people seemed fearless. January 30, the 
“Wave 56” program Radio Warsaw broadcast the text 
some letters said have been written the station 
the forthcoming elections. one these the writer re- 
marked that his village, well number other 
communities, there were cases “bureaucratic determina- 
tion candidate lists, without any previous study whether 
those nominated were were not popular the given 
village.” Even more outspoken was the letter from miner 
Bytom, non-Party man, who angrily complained 


the intentional 
candidates. 
wrote, 


falsification the biographical data 
occupation one the candidates,” 
“was listed ‘businessman’ 
that one else but the 
delicatessen chain; candidate was described 
‘teacher’ when fact the director the educational 
department.” Asked the irate miner: “Is necessary 
have this masquerade concealing all the big fish?” 
insult injury closed his letter with the following dam- 
nation: “What this National Unity Front? you 
think that fellow- workers are stupid not realize 
that they are all activists the Communist Party? And 
what about the councilmen themselves? ‘Seventy-five per- 
cent them are active Party members and the rest are 
candidates name 


knows 


when everyone 
young director the 
another 


Adding 


Frayed tempers, fights, and turmoil were explicity cited 
some commentaries. From Glos Pracy Jan- 
uary 24, 1958: “In some parts the countryside ‘stronger’ 
arguments were sometimes used; 
the village Skale, Olkusz district, 
inhabitant was severely beaten just because 
nated extra candidate 

Budziwoj, 


Warsaw), 


such was the case, for 
example, where 
had nomi- 
from the ranks the Commu- 
Radio Warsaw, “In the village 
group more than 
propagandists appealed the people boycott the elec- 

tions.” Radio Warsaw, February certain villages 

Kielce district Kozienice among 
others, various groups propagandists were exceedingly 


Rzeszow distric a 


Province, the 


active their attempts persuade the boycott 
the elections cross out the names the National Unity. 
Front 


The Results 


chose representatives three different lists, 
each for particular level administration. The three 
categories were: Provinces and major cities; counties and 
towns; urban districts and the countryside. The following 
results were published Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), Feb- 
ruary breakdown was given for the two components 
the first category (chart below 
The significance these results, matter how faked they 
may be, twofold: the main type protest was absten- 
tion, and the total percentage protest (failure back 
the official slate valid manner 
fact more than double, than the amount admitted 
the 1954 local elections. The importance abstention 
form opposition was indicated the fact that bal- 


lots declared invalid category exceeded one percent 


was far greater, 


Total Protest Percentage 


No. Vote for abstentions, invalid, 
Provinces Cities Eligible voters Front Abstentions and against Front) Protest 
18,116,428 14,997,001 119,427 
2,693,394 2,206,577 486,817 18.1 
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the total and that the highest anti-Front vote percentage 
reported was 6.4. 

compared 1954, abstentions (in percentages 
total vote) increased follows for some the Province 
components the highest category: Gdansk, from 4.75 
11.60; Lodz, from 5.48 19.57; Opole, from 4.27 11.20; 
Poznan, from 6.43 16.50; Rzeszow, from 6.30 16.80; 
Warsaw, from 9.72 19.80. Thus the official percentage 
persons who refused participate the elections more 
less tripled. The question naturally arises whether 
these statistics are trustworthy and, not, how significant 
they can be. Given the extreme amount coercion 
out the vote” 1954, would seem logical that 
greater proportion the population found expedient 
unavoidable cast their votes that time. Besides, 
though less coercion may have been applied 1958, the 
State (that is, the Party) still had exclusive rights forge 
the results saw fit. And may have seen fit “prove” 
the world large, and its own people, that with the 
end duress new age “free expression” had dawned. 

the results are not totally meaningless because 
comparison with the intervening balloting 1957 removes 
least one the variables—the use force pre-elec- 
tion efforts—while the same time setting firm crite- 
rion for what the Gomulka regime considers ade- 
quate its electoral liberality. Both elections were 
held under the Gomulka administration, but year earlier 
the new First Party Secretary was undoubtedly far more 
amenable the expression overt opposition, not only 
actual fact but also the final statistical tabulations. 
therefore remarkable that, compared with 1957, the 
published figures show appreciable rise abstentions. 

1957, out total 17,944,081 eligible voters, 
16,892,213 went the polls and 16,563,314 endorsed the 
National Unity Front list. 1958, 
some 18,116,428—but fewer went the 
only 15,521,890) and substantially fewer, only 14, 
997,001, came out favor the single slate. The number 
people who “protested” thus jumped 
3,119,427. The figure may not exact either its 
computation reflecting the people’s will, but does 
unmistakeably point trend. Gomulka has lost ground 
and has had admit time when could least 
afford it. 


more persons were 
eligible to vote- 


polls 


other respects the official results mirror the changing 
temper the times. The detailed frankness the pre- 
vious year was now discarded. Whereas returns for the 
parliamentary elections 1957 were presented Western 
fashion that every candidate’s standing was fully re- 
vealed, the national council statistics refer only the 
overall classifications. 1957, the uppermost delegates 
the list were officially endorsed and their place the 
ballot clearly showed the degree this endorsement. Com- 
munists the Gomulka faction were thus most cases 
first the list and whenever such topmost candidates re- 
ceived less votes than persons lower the rung, clear 
defeat for the regime was indicated. The national council 
elections were not run this priority principle. One can 
only guess that most cases the “right” “best” can- 


didates had received the maximum amount votes 
the majority cases, the authorities would have been only 
too anxious air this victory. For all members elected, 
the proportions according official affiliations were 
follows: Communists, 40.4 percent; non-party persons, 36.2 
percent; Peasant Party members, 21.7 percent; Democrats, 
1.7 percent (Dziennik Ludowy [Warsaw], March 24). 


The Presidia 


The real power the councils rests with their presidia, 
the executive organs entrusted with carrying out the daily 
tasks hand. They vary from members, depending 
their status. These officers are elected majority 
fellow-members and hence presumably reflect some 
extent the character the councils whole. March 
Radio Warsaw announced results elections the 
presidia for councils the Provincial and city level. 
total 166 members were elected, persons fewer than 
March 1955. The relative official strength the 
various parties the two periods shown the follow- 
ing figures: 


1954 1958 
No. persons No.of persons 
Communists ........ 179 57.2 
Peasant Party ...... 21.2 
Democratic Party ... 14.4 


The Communist percentage 57.2 gives them abso- 
lute majority contrast the 40.2 percent elected the 
councils (not counting the “hidden” Party members the 
other classifications). And yet the reduction 
strength the presidia compared 1954 and the 
commensurate increase that their associates striking. 
course the Democratic and Peasant parties are not real 
rivals the Communists, and the appellation “non-party” 
open question. Nevertheless there difference be- 
tween rank-and-file members who are subject strict Com- 
munist Party discipline and those who are not. From 
official complaints known that the grass roots level 
many Peasant and Democratic Party members are gen- 
uinely hostile many aspects the Communist program. 
Even Parliament, Peasant Party members defend the 
interests the rural population better than other groups, 
while the Democrats concentrate improving the welfare 
private entrepreneurs. The rise power the non- 
factions the Front therefore significant, 
for may influence very crucially the implementation— 
the lack implementation—of the inter- 
nal policies. 


New Councils Law 


NEW the status and rights the national coun- 

cils was passed Parliament January 25, 1958. 
The decree was intended make the councils responsible 
organs local government independent stifling central 
control and capable supporting the new program 
economic decentralization. contrast the old law which 
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was vague, and practice often disregarded, the new 
regulations are quite 


“The national councils are the organs the working 
people’s rule and express the will the people. The coun- 
cils supervise economic, social and cultural activities; they 
are concerned with all matters national import and ad- 
ministration not specifically under the competence other 
organs. They deal with: public safety, agriculture, local in- 
dustry local communal 
housing economy, internal trade, investments, maintenance 
and construction roads, waterworks, education and cul- 
ture, health, physical culture, employment, pensions and 


construction, 


The most noteworthy innovation the financial inde- 
pendence granted the councils the new law. Hitherto 
central authorities had held the strings local purses; 
money gathered locally was handed over for use will 
the powers above. Now, according the new regulations, 
“the national councils’ expenses should covered their 
own income, and addition they may granted certain 
sums from the central budget; income from the following 
may withheld the councils: payments made en- 
terprises and plants under the supervision the councils, 
payments for services, well the administrative and real 


“An old city street the district capital. State funds can 
found, the taxes the sale will help, then panes will 
twinkle and flowers will bloom the long dark square windows.” 
This sort reconstruction the urban blight from which most 
Poland suffers among the tasks the newly-bolstered 
national councils. 


Photo and quoted caption from Zolnierz 
Polski (Warsaw), April 17-23, 1958 


estate income individuals under the jurisdiction the 
councils, income from real estate 

The tendency therefore make the councils finan- 
cially autonomous; moreover, the trend the past years 
continues—and there every reason believe that will 
—the total amounts the disposal the councils will 
greater than ever. 1953, the total income the coun- 
cils amounted 13,190,591,772 1956 this sum 
had risen and one year later the figure 
had jumped 31,779,999,000.* 


The facts, figures and comments, sparse they are, 
nonetheless allow for some tentative conclusions. The facts 
are these: the regime, progressive tightening Party 
control, now the midst steady and highly unpop- 
ular retreat from the summit liberalization that lifted 
the country new hope immediately after October 1956; 
while the political trend repression, attempts are also 
being made break the stranglehold centralized bu- 
reaucracy; the national councils, line with this reorgan- 
ization, now hold the key the day-to-day, village-by-village 
and town-by-town implementation Gomulka’s 
much greater extent than before the councils are now 
staffed persons not subject the rigid discipline the 
Communist short, the people Poland have 
been granted somewhat more power just their resistance 
This bodes ill for 


to official polic ies 1S again hardening. 


the regime. 


Hope and Trouble 


most interesting juxtapose what was said about 
the councils before and after the elections. The compari- 
son reveals marked dampening spirits, shift the 
regime’s officials and backers from enthusiasm caution 
tinged with fear. Before the balloting and passage the 
new law the councils the stress had been breaking 
with the past, turning over new leaf. The past was 
described follows Communist Deputy Titkow during 
the October 30-31, 1957 parliamentary discussions the 
work the national councils 
still being suppressed the excessively developed admin- 


new electoral law: “The 


istrative apparatus which times overshadows them al- 
together. the apparatus, and not the councils, which 
evidence, the apparatus and not the councils 
which, the the public, Dep- 
uty Kwoczek, the Catholic group “Znak,” put this 
way: “The national councils elected for the term now ex- 
piring did not fulfill their functions they should have 


possesses authority.” 


they did not properly represent the people.’ 


The new hope was defined Deputy Julian Hochfeld 
Poland No. 1958 
not ideal; represents much democratic progress 


“The new electoral law 


can afford right now. Its purpose guarantee the 


Dziennik Ustaw (Warsaw), No. 26, May 1953; No. 12, May 
1956; No. 25, May 11, 1957. 


Both speeches were included pamphlet published 
Rada Narodowa (Warsaw), 1957. 
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election councilmen who would enjoy much greater 
authority and confidence than was the case until now, 
well assure considerably greater degree control 
the people over the activity the elected councils. 
can all this without jeopardizing the basic interests 
the nation and the State, without permitting enemies, 
troublemakers, irresponsible individuals demagogues 
organize any sort dangerous games our house built 
the expense such great Ludu, Jan- 
uary 27, 1958, was equally sanguine: “It may expected 
that the greater independence the councils will give rise 
greater initiative the part the people, greater be- 
cause there now more opportunity for successful par- 
taking the affairs cities, towns and The 
new decree offspring the October changes; 
its birth was prompted the wish advance the progress 
democratization. similar atmosphere accom- 
panies its fulfillment the decree will become 

The trouble that the “atmosphere” has indeed changed 
—for the worse. Gomulka wants achieve his goals 
through the Party rather than through the people then the 
“apparatus” will have hold the upper hand. Any mean- 
ingful release popular sentiment country like Poland 
must necessarily mean the release some non-Communist 
(if not anti-Communist) forces. The elections, indi- 
cated, did exactly that, and the results confirmed the fact. 
And now, the councils are about translate this spirit 
into practice, the regime has second thoughts. These were 
address the National Unity Front. His speech, broad- 
cast over Radio Warsaw the same day, emphasized the 
need for “cooperation” among the Front, the councils and 
the people. putting the Front into the lead, was 
actually asking for tighter Party control since the Front 
but the forum for the widest possible dissemination 
the Communist Party’s views and policies. His most telling 
words were: 


“The National Front Committee should cooperate with 


the national councils order strengthen the links 
with the people. One must say that the period since 
the elections the councils has not yet been properly used 
for this purpose. Our National Front Committees, councils 
and councilmen must not minimize for one moment the 
criticisms which are being heard because the infrequent 
meetings and sporadic contacts between councilmen and 
electors. The task the National Front Committee the 
struggle for the strengthening the State and social disci- 

pline and for public order. 

“There going sharp reaction councilmen 
whose behavior unworthy the confidence placed 
them the community. Close cooperation between the 
National Front Committees and the national councils ought 
contribute appreciably the implementation the im- 
portant decisions adopted the plenary session 
the Party’s Central Committee [February 27-March 
The new councils must win prestige the com- 
munity their own efforts, their sense husbandry, 
and their ideological and political stand. The National 
Unity Front Committees ought cooperate this respect 
with the councils.” 

The law course does not say that the councils must 
faithfully follow the latest dictates the latest Communist 
Party conclave. Many councils are manifestly not adhering 
the Gomulka line all respects. There are factions and 
groups, not all inevitably along formal party lines, each 
with its own ideas what ought done lift the 
country from its present morass. the whole, consider- 
ing what known the results the voting, the council- 
men are probably much closer the people than before, 
and hence that much further from the central authorities. 
too early draw final conclusions, but can already 
seen that the Front being used re-establish Party 
control and put end squabbles. The question 
merely how much control will deemed necessary, 
feasible. For the fist the Party again descends the 
heads local administrators, fear and paralyzing apathy 
will reappear, and the advantages the “liberal” reorgan- 
ization and the “liberal” electoral campaign will lost. 
The next few months ought tell. 


Votes for Women 


reporting the following additional example the eager 
participation the Czechoslovak people Communist 


political activity: 


“In the national committee elections there were num- 
ber cases husbands crossing their wives names off the 


list candidates.” 
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The Unfinished Song 


few subjects the Soviet press silent the incredible mass deportations the 
Eastern wilderness which took place under Stalin. Whole peoples were swallowed the 
murderous emptiness Siberia and other semi-habitable areas. Untold hundreds thou- 
sands were uprooted and died the servile sub-stratum Soviet life. Some survived, 
released after Stalin’s death, with restitution, apologies, explanations. this tre- 
mendous historical fact, the Soviet press has said almost nothing; has mentioned only that, 
Khrushchev stated the Soviet Twentieth Congress, Stalin made “mistakes.” 

December 1956, however, time when the Satellite world was torn upheaval, 
Latvian publication, Zvaigzne (Riga), published long poem called “The Unfinished 
Song,” Harijs This told the story man unjustly condemned 
tion, torn away from the woman loves. sent the great Eastern wilderness the 
Soviet sub-continent. There lives bitter misery relieved only marriage fellow- 
deportee, and fatherhood. petitions the Soviet police boss Lavrenti Beria for freedom. 
His petition refused. Finally, when Beria “unmasked” “imperialist agent,” 
freed, and returns Riga. There meets the woman loved and still loves. For in- 
stant believes can begin his life again with her, but realizes that impossible, that 
his life has been determined his deportation; has choices left. 

The poet, the poem and the magazine have all been frequently attacked the Latvian 
press, although the rest the Soviet press has printed almost nothing the subject. 

Below are considerable excerpts from Heisler’s poem. Asterisks indicate missing stanzas. 


But are certain 


they will not come back, 


Certain memories man can 
Save for many and many years. 
Once, winter day ended, 
began gather this song. 


was school, New Year’s Eve, 
Our joy was mingling with the waltz. 
Her cheeks were burning danced, 


Answering the touch hand. 


* * 


When couple just eighteen 
There much that not said. 

could not find the words just then 
tell you what was heart. 


There are paths going forward— 
had just one goal, 
Going school, 
One also carries along 
the West still 


And the Oder 


thought then, 

and would reach it. 

with briefcase full books, 
one’s first inspiration. 

the wind stirs the ashes, 


mines lacerate the earth. 


Night does not return 
after the morning dawn. 
How much longed 
for spring come 
Bringing peace 
and May and graduation! 
One shouts for joy: 
Hey, can anything! 
And shy whisper 
from pretty lips says: come. 
There are paths going forward— 
thought then, 
had just one goal 
which our steps were going. 
sometimes 
daylight shrouded fog, 
And without warning 
shadow falls the window. 
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The sky basket blue spring flowers, 
Filled with golden hearts stars. 
Eyelids grow heavy, 
but the hall door 
there are voices, strange commotion. 
Disturbed from sleep, one gets grumbling 
see what the late callers have say. 
“Pack your things, you have come with us!” 
The soldiers say, avoiding your eyes. 


“Go with you?” 
one asks, looking for coat. 
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arm fumbling for sleeve, 
Overcome sudden weakness 
moment like this one gets weary from lifetime. 


abyss has opened underfoot, 
The ceiling seems collapsing. 
Suddenly there not quite enough air the room— 
One breathes 
with effort. 
All that has been planned, one sees collapsing, 
Everything cherished, one feels disappearing. 
the street there still darkness, 
Best friend pain and suffering. 


The bright blue basket flowers gone, 
Drowned the dark hues thunder and rain clouds. 
Gone the closed door, 


around the corner, 
the car speeds away. 


understand, this mistake, 

But heart cannot yet understand. 
Like perch caught strong line 
heart cannot find rest tonight. 


When last the tracks begin hum 

feels though cheeks were damp. 
Somewhere pines rustle the wind 
And time stands still for one short tick. 


This mistake and must righted 
Innocent 
one cannot deported! 
But the train, rattling through the darkness, 
Moans like angry bull. 


last the train stops station, 

bones are stiff from hours travel, 
the western sky, flaming like poppy, 
see the sun fall smoky haze. 


see far off, the horizon, 

The craggy Ural mountain ridges. 

Here man could walk for hours and days, 
Losing his track the wind-blown snow. 


The blizzards drive the snows hard 
That even daylight men get lost. 
here you are, future home— 
Swamps and gullies and bluish hills. 


the white swamp few scant pines 
Are wrapped the pale haze frost. 


Now, 


defying the cold, you must blossom here, 
Blossom, 


days youth! 


Rolling white clouds play the sky 

The sun sinks down the horizon. 

last petition the Minister, 

can remain silent longer. 
Lavrenti Pavlovich*— 


how shall say it, 
That guiltless youth fading away? 
Avoiding sharp words phrases 
put all down paper. 


early frost arrests the Indian Summer, 
golden scarf falls the reddish moss. 
Only few scant leaves still cling 

twisted shrubs and branch birches. 


Driven winds, winter again approaches, 
Driven longing, thoughts roam far. 
Who will visit you this evening? 

Who will kiss the snowflakes from your lashes? 


* * 


answer comes petition, 
course, the Minister has many things do. 
However, still hope and trust— 


that will come, 
not tomorrow, then surely the day after. 


Anxious for news, cover many miles, 
Trudging through snow which clings felt boots. 
last 

read, over the signature Beria: 
Refused. 


stare the word stupid joke, 

cannot believe it, yet must. 

The paper burns trembling hand, 
Scorching tender wound. 


cannot believe it! 

Again hold the paper 
let fingers feel it. 
must believe it! 

vain plunge outside 
Running away from doubts. 


Heavy winds howl day and night, 
Railway tracks are buried the snow. 

cheeks burn, brow crawls with sweat, 
The crowbar’s metal sears hands. 


The frozen clay will not yield force, 
has been frozen hard long. 


Could this really simple error, 


*Beria. 
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maybe even 


deliberate evil? 
have not yet said these words aloud, 
But now bitterness flows over. 
Doubts grow heavy, feeding like leeches, 
Each moment they grow more oppressive. 


But perhaps not realize guilt? 
Perhaps deserve this punishment? 

have peace, reaching for answer, 

have peace, but must find the reason! 


memory probes far the past 
And tries weigh every step took. 
not guilty! 


But Stalin the Kremlin, 
Why does not rectify this error? 


Faith becomes confused with wondering, 
Each new day rises pale and grey, 

replace crowbar with hoe, 

But what can replace clinging doubts? 


UESTION: WHAT your opinion the last ten years 
literary life? 

Pavel Buncak: Why doesn’t our prose reach the 
standards the year 1900? Perhaps far 
wrong when say that the reader contemporary works 
does not sense them the author’s real experience, his 
real views. They are constructed dry rational way, 
majority writers provided with such armor 
internal control that, speak, every bold artistic 
vision suppressed and replaced with some kind sche- 
matism. 

Zora Josenska: think that there were more glorious 
periods the history Slovak literature. During this 
relatively short period, literature was harmed most, 
mind, the naive conviction that all truth has al- 
ready been discovered and the only thing now 
done write given themes, seeing that the 
work should ideological and masterfully writ- 
ten. 


Slovak Writers’ Define Dissatisfaction 


The Slovak Writers Union monthly, Slovenske Pohlady 
published answers questionnaire Slovak literature sent number writers 
and critics. The answers, and the fact that they were printed, indicate that the fer- 
ment among Slovak intellectuals continues, protesting the dogmas Party-dominated 
literature and the arid dictates “Socialist realism.” 

This ferment, much more evidence Slovakia than among the Czechs, 
part the picture increasingly vocal Slovak dissatisfaction that 
regime mount series threatening propaganda offensives against Slovak 
tism” and resulted recent changes the Slovak Party leadership. 
tracts from the replies the Slovak intellectuals: 


10. 


Shall write again? What good would do? 
the only wanderer these paths? 
Many vainly flee from pain, 

Many whose hearts there peace. 


Some lost Klaipeda* Riga, 
Others mourn village the Volga. 
not uniquely our time: 

Some are guiity, cthers must suffer? 


because our land was occupied, 

Not everyone could battle, 

And must pay with never-healing sores 
And gaze upon alien river-bank? 


This not what Lenin made fight for! 
Loud despair bursts from lips. 

Like woodpeckers head the questions 
Never stopping, hammer away. 


Lithuanian city. 


lé is 


ha caused the 


Jan Rozner: The past decade has caused sentiments 


certain disappointment. works which were 
created and intended to be graphic in the methods of 
Socialist realism were for the main part schematically 
constructed; they replaced real life with bellelettristic 
treatment priori postulates and they involved the 
requirement describe the conflicts life and man 
these conflicts far 


eliminating and concealing 


Question: you think literary life too centralized? 
What would you suggest for its decentralization? 


Pavel Buncak: Quite true. Literary life much too 
centralized. not healthy state affairs one, 
two three people make all the decisions regarding 
periodicals, publishing, literary awards, scholarships, 
trips—in short, everything that makes the at- 
mosphere literary life. believe that the recent past 


has convinced sufficiently this. 
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Current 
Developments 


Area 


Campaign Against Tito—After Nagy 


Accusations Yugoslav complicity the Hungarian 
Revolt—as charged the June Soviet-Hungarian an- 
nouncements Imre Nagy’s execution and subsequent 
Satellite justifications the deed—enlarged the meaning 
the death penalty paid the anti-Stalinist leader and 
his associates. that 


simply fierce warning all dissidents the Communist 


now clear the sentence was not 
world, but integral part the campaign against Tito. 

Although all Satellite countries issued official condemna- 
tions Nagy, their statements, like their concurrent and 
previous denunciations Yugoslavia, varied widely 
tone. Thus, Albanian and Bulgarian virulence against 
Nagy contrasted with the less hysterical Czechoslovak dis- 
approval; and the surprising scarcity comment from the 
though the 
Party journals weighed neverthe- 
less, have been more pleasing the Kremlin than the 
belated and incomplete capitulation Polish Party chief 
Wladyslaw Gomulka. 


highest Party and regime chiefs Romania 


Gomulka States Position 


The Polish Party leader based his long-delayed criticism 
Yugoslavia and his support the Soviet accusations 
against Revolt Premier Nagy the need for “un- 
shakeable commonwealth Socialist countries.” The June 
Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) report his speech the previ- 
ous day Gdansk quoted Gomulka saying that, with- 
out Communist unity, “under present conditions, interna- 
tional reaction would not permit Socialism survive 
continued 
follows: “This fully applies Poland well. can 
build Socialism our country thanks only the fact that 
Poland belongs the commonwealth Socialist countries, 
and that such commonwealth exists.” 


its Own resources any single country.” 


The Party chief then attacked Yugoslavia for not recog- 
nizing this formulation. “Yugoslavia can exist Social- 
ist State only because there commonwealth 
Socialist States,” said, and then added that the Yugo- 
slavs had “inflicted harm” the “united Socialist forces” 
their decision remain aloof. 

comparatively imprecise terms, the Party leader 
scolded the Tito regime for two “shortcomings” which 
Gomulka himself has been involved. acceptance 
aid from the West, told the Yugoslavs that “the im- 
perialists and reactionaries are not doing this out love 
for Socialist Yugoslavia,” but did not mention the US, 


This cartoon entitled “In Memory Rajk.” (Laszlo 
Rajk, Hungarian Minister the Interior, was executed 
1949 one the great anti-Yugoslav show trials. was “re- 
habilitated” and declared innocent the summer 1956.) 
Caption: “But why are they executing Nagy?” 
“Well you know, there’s other way rehabilitating 
him later.” 


Cartoon and quoted captions from Oslobodjenje 

(Sarajevo), June 20, 1958 

which the principal Western donor both Tito and 

his own regime. the 1948 Cominform expulsion 

Yugoslavia—once again upheld the rest the Soviet 

bloc—Gomulka, who was jailed 1949 “Titoist,” 

said: “Nothing, absolutely nothing, justifies Yugoslavia’s 

position the present conflict; unlike the conflicts 
1948-54, today the guilt Yugoslavia’s side.” 


Nagy Stand 
Gomulka commented the Nagy case follows: 


“The stern sentence the Hungarian court represents 
epilogue the tragic Hungarian events and, were, 
the completion the rout the counterrevolution which 
took place in that country almost two years ago. It is not 
our business judge the extent the crime and the 
justice the sentence passed the case Nagy. This 
Hungarian domestic affair.” 


The Polish Party boss went condemn the Revolt 
attempt “overthrow the Socialist order and 
introduce capitalism.” censured Nagy for not prevent- 
ing the “hanging Communists” during the uprising, and 
described the Hungarian leader’s conduct follows: “Imre 
Nagy was revisionist who went step-by-step toward cap- 
itulation the Gomulka denied the 
wave authoritative Western reports stating that disap- 
proved the executions and the anti-Yugoslav campaign. 
also said that the Party Central Committee had issued 
“guidance” the Nagy case. According the West- 
ern reports, there was such “guidance,” stating that 
Gomulka had not known advance the plans execute 
Nagy, did not approve the action, and blamed the Stalinist 
leadership Hungary—Rakosi, Gero, etc.—and not Nagy 
for the Revolt. (Western sources also reported speeches 
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Party Polish Foreign Minister Rapacki 
and Politburo member Zambrowski, condemning the exe- 
cutions; these speeches, course, were not mentioned 
the Polish press; nor was another widely 
dent, the moment silence said have been observed 
honor the Hungarians meeting the Writers’ 
Union. 


Despite the undoubted economic and military pressures 
from the USSR—there were rumors Soviet troops sta- 
tioned Poland maneuvering unusually near Warsaw all 
during the before the speech—several major formu- 
lations policy, expressed Gomulka, were markedly 
variance with those the rest the Soviet bloc. 
the subject Nagy the differences were: Gomulka 
did not accuse the Hungarian leader complicity 
“imperialist plot” against the State. The eleven-day 
delay speaking the executions was, itself, form 
protest, considering the monolithic character Com- 
munist pronouncements. Gomulka avoided justifying 
the sentence itself classifying “internal Hun- 
garian matter.” 

Yugoslavia the differences were: Gomulka’s des- 
ignation Yugoslavia country and con- 


sistent reference Yugoslav leaders thus 


showing that still regarded the Tito regime Com- 
munist country. 


Gomulka’s apparent desire for continued 
good relations with the League 
the other Soviet block countries paid lip service un- 
broken national Yugoslavia, but refused 
have friendly relations between their own Parties and 
the League. His continued refusal endorse the 1948 
Cominform strictures Yugoslavia. His failure 
condemn the Tito regime for taking aid; merely 
“reminded” the Yugoslavs “imperialistic anti-Social- 
The fact that did not differentiate between the 
Yugoslav leaders and the Party and couniry. 
Last, and most typically, Gomulka reasserted “how 
clearly correct was our stand and policy during 
the October days.” 


relations with 


on 


Anti-Yugoslav Campaign Continues 


With the execution Nagy the Soviet Union appeared 
have taken over leadership the offensive against 
Tito. Although the Chinese had been the most virulent 
the Communist States the outset the attack 
page 


see box, 
and time showed any more symptoms 
softening than did the almost equally violent Albanians 


and Bulgarians, nevertheless, the last two weeks 


Asylum and Safety for Imre Nagy 


1956, month after the 
Soviet armies had flooded into Hungary crush the 
Revolt, the United Nations General Assembly was discuss- 
ing draft resolution condemning the Soviet intervention. 
Among the Soviet-bloc speakers, who blandly expostulated 
the cynical fiction that the Soviet Union had acted sup- 
press “Fascist was Grigore Preoteasa, 
then Romanian Foreign Minister (he was killed plane 
crash near Moscow November 1957). the subject 
Imre Nagy, Hungarian Premier during the Revolt, who 
with other Revolt leaders had taken refuge the Yugo- 
slave Embassy Budapest, who had been lured out with 
promises safe passage and freedom the puppet Hun- 
garian government Janos Kadar, and had been seized 
Soviet security police and sent Romania, Preoteasa 
said the following: 

the problem political asylum granted Imre 
Nagy, former President the Hungarian Council 
Ministers, was brought up. connection with this prob- 
lem, would like specify that the granting political 
asylum the Romanian People’s Republic proved 
measure necessary both the personal security the 
former Hungarian Premier and his friends well 
the restoration peace and order Hungary. 
obvious that the security the Nagy group was threatened 
Hungary from two directions: from the parents and 
friends the victims the counterrevolutionary terror 
during the former government well from the direction 
the Fascist elements capable committing any crime 
order complicate the situation the government 
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led Premier Kadar. 

“Taking into consideration the wish the group 
Socialist country, and wishing secure its safety, the 
Hungarian Government addressed the Romanian Govern- 
ment which consented grant political asylum this 
group. this occasion, the Romanian Government gave 
assurances that the stay Romania the group would 
conformity with all rules hospitality and that all 
adequate measures would taken order guarantee 
the personal safety former Premier Nagy and his friends. 
Also, the Romanian Government gave assurances that 
would take into consideration the international rules con- 
cerning political asylum. Nagy’s stay Romania tem- 
porary. Under these conditions, former Premier Imre Nagy 
and his 
vember 


group have been Romanian territory since No- 
23, enjoying there all the rights provided politi- 
cal asylum. 

position affirm that the persons concerned 
are grateful the Romanian Government for the hos- 
pitality offered them. They realize the evil which their 
presence Hungary could have caused the present 
moment. can also communicate the General Assembly 
that the attitude Imre Nagy and the persons his 
group marked spirit understanding and good will, 
which flagrant contradiction the rumors which 
certain delegation trying spread (From Scin- 
teia the leading Romanian Communist daily, 
December 1956.) 

June 17, 1958, the executions Imre Nagy and 
three his comrades, after secret were announced. 
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June and July, was the USSR which led the pack. 
Save for increased emphasis Yugoslav “complicity” 
the Hungarian Revolt, there was little change the con- 
tent the attacks, and there was even some indication that 
the USSR may have felt had gone too far applying 
economic sanctions. any rate Soviet note went 
Yugoslavia, June 28, asking that the $285,000,000 credit, 
unilaterally “postponed” the USSR May 28, 
“renegotiated,” and said July 
that the Soviet Union had not reneged the credits 
means applying economic pressure the Yugoslavs, 
but “because the needs the Soviet national economy 

particularly the development the chemical in- 
Whether the unpopularity the Nagy execution 
uncommitted countries—Indian Prime Minister Nehru 
called the action “most and other 
issued statements least 


(Moscow 


brought about this 
probably insignificant modification tone, not known. 
Soviet Party boss Khrushchev two subsequent 
speeches did not make point the offer “renegoti- 


ate. 


as strong 


the first these speeches Leningrad, July (Radio 
Moscow, July 4), denounced Tito what are now 
standard terms for “undermining the unity the Socialist 
camp.” the second major speech the month, July 11, 
the Fifth Congress the East German Party Berlin, 
Khrushchev accused the Yugoslav leaders aiding the 
Hungarian “counterrevolutionaries,” splitting the “Socialist 
camp,” and developing and propagating “anti-Marx- 
ist, anti-Leninist (official East German News 
Agency, July supported “criticism” Yugoslav 
policies 1948, but not the actual ouster Yugoslav 
that denied Yugoslavia’s claim 
neutrality, averring that the Tito regime was connected 
with NATO through belonging the Balkan Alliance 
along with NATO members Greece and Turkey. Perhaps 
most important, Khrushchev refrained from praising Po- 
land, although had flattering words for China, Bul- 
garia, Romania and Albania. This may have been indi- 
cative dissatisfaction with Gomulka’s position Nagy 
and the Tito regime. The Polish Party leader did not 
the explanation was given for his 


leaders time. 


attend 


absence. 


Kadar Regime Defends Executions 


The orthodox stand Yugoslav linkage Imre Nagy 
was most clearly expressed Hungarian Politburo mem- 
ber Karoly Kiss speech broadcast over Radio Buda- 
pest, June 20. said that the sentence was severe but 
just one,” and that “the investigation has established be- 
yond doubt that Imre Nagy and his accomplices even 
while the Embassy, continued their hostile 
activities against the revolutionary worker-peasant regime.” 
Kiss, however, went advocate the “establishment 
good and friendly between the two countries, 
though did not espouse rapprochement between the 
two Parties. 

The Party organ, (Budapest), delayed un- 
til June before editorializing length the death 


sentences. Even then, the chief aim appeared 
less castigate “Imre Nagy and his fellow gangsters,” 
than assure its readers that “the accounts have been 
squared,” and the sentences “do not mean the beginning 
anything, but the end criminal activities against the 
people.” 

Party boss Kadar struck the same defensive note 
trip Bulgaria. speech reported Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia), June 28, said that the trial Nagy and 
his associates was not “means for struggle against re- 
and would not lead “unification Stalin- 
continued: sentence does not mean the be- 
ginning anything, but means that the Hungarian people 
have imposed just punishment those who conducted 
anti-State activities during the counterrevolution.” (For 
other reports whether the executions were were not 
“the beginning anything,” see Hungary, below. 

speaking the Yugoslavs, Kadar was obedient 
the Soviet line, but not bloodthirsty: “Revisionism 
world scale its most unified and perfect form ex- 
emplified the program the League Com- 
munists. Because this, Hungarian Communists have 
various disputes with the League. But view the 
principles peaceful coexistence between all countries, 
think these differences must not harmful the relations 
between Yugoslavia and Hungary.” 


Bulgaria, Albania Most Aggressive 


Kadar’s Bulgarian hosts were less restrained, both the 
subject the Yugoslavs and the uprising their 
guest’s own bailiwick. Party chief Todor Zhivkov, speak- 
ing the same occasion the above-mentioned Kadar 
address, coupled Imre Nagy and the program the 
Yugoslav League Communists “revisionistic agents 


(Radio Sofia, 


the bourgeoisie and imperialism” 
June 

June Rabotnichesko Delo called the Revolt 
organized the Imre Nagys, Pal 
Maleters, Mindszentys, Anna Kethlys and other reactionary 
Rhetorically the journal asked “will history ever 


“white terror 


The caption this Yugoslav cartoon is: “Who will Beria this 
time?” Beria, former Soviet security chief, has been used 
scapegoat the Soviet for many crimes and “mistakes” the 
past, including the 1948 break with Yugoslavia. 
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Wind From the East 


JUNE Tanjug, the official Yugoslav news agency, 
listed the attacks Yugoslavia which had appeared 
the Chinese press one two-week period: 


May 10—All Chinese papers carry the anti-Yugoslav 
article from the Moscow Pravda. Some Chinese papers 
also reprint article from the Prague Rude Pravo. The 
first collection the earliest anti-Yugoslav articles pub- 
lished the Soviet, Chinese, and East German press 
released for sale. The pamphlet very cheap and printed 
400,000 copies. 

May 11—The Chinese People’s Daily publishes anti- 
Yugoslav article from Vietnamese paper. special issue 
carries three articles from the Soviet press which Yugo- 
slavia attacked. 

May 12—The Chinese People’s Daily carries exten- 
sive article against the League 
“revisionism” (the occasion for this article the publica- 
tion the pamphlet “Against 


May 13—Chinese papers reprint certain statements 
other Communist Party leaders the the 
League Communists. The journal Political 
Education carries article entitled “What Revision- 
ism?” which course severely attacks Socialist Yugoslavia. 


May 14—An article reprinted from 
the paper Neues Deutschland. 


May 15—A reprint the anti-Yugoslav speech 
member the Bulgarian Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee, Ganev, and information about the discussion 
the Soviet Academy Science the theme “modern 
revisionism.” 


May from anti-Yugoslav statements 
representatives some Communist Parties. 

May reprinted from Korean paper 
the revisionism” the League Communists. 

May Kopecky’s speech delivered 
the Congress the Slovak Communist Party. 

May text the anti-Yugoslav article 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Bulgaria) reprinted. 

May 20—Reprint article against Yugoslavia 
(Bulgaria). 

May press gives wide publicity 
speech the conference Plovdiv, particular parts 
attacking Yugoslavia. 


May 22—Certain Chinese papers carry original articles 
about Yugoslavia. 

May 23—Reprint from the Warsaw paper Trybuna 
Ludu. 


May 24—Article reprinted from the Romanian daily 
Scinteia well the article from the Vietnamese journal 
Education. addition the press announces publication 
the second book collected articles “revisionism” 
the League Communists. 


pardon the Yugoslav revisionists for their responsibility 
the Hungarian Two days earlier the Party 
newspaper termed the Yugoslav program catechism 
contemporary and constantly referred Tito 


without designating him direct affront 


Communist journal. 


The Albanian Party newspaper, Zeri (Tirana 

was equally unrelenting the June the 
journal said that encouraged Nagy his treason,” 
and the following day said that Tito spoke 


language Judas.” 


in the 
The same article also disinterred the 
old charges that the Yugoslavs wished annex their small 
neighbor the Yugoslav State.” 


Czechoslovak Congress Hits Tito 


The Eleventh Czechoslovak Party Congress was, 
large extent, devoted criticizing the Yugoslavs. (For 
other details the see Czechoslovakia, below. 
Since the Nagy execution was announced during the con- 


clave, the dignitaries also made certain get themselves 
record endorsing the secret trial and death penalties. 
Rude Pravo (Prague), the Party organ, set the tone 
stating, June 18, that the execution was “crushing con- 
demnation revisionism all 


Yugoslavia, the Czechoslovak Premier, Viliam Siroky, 
was stern (“The Yugoslav program one treason 
but not irreconcilable relations be- 
tween the two countries depend the actions Yugo- 
slavia). Party boss Novotny made the same point: “As far 
the State policy concerned, will maintain such 
mutual relations with Yugoslavia will profitable for 
both countries” (Rude Pravo, June 19). The remainder 
his comment was rehash the areawide complaints 
against the Communist program. said that 
the Cominform decision 1948 was “basically correct, but 
that errors were later made its 


Romanian Reaction 


The Romanian Party daily, Scinteia (Bucharest), com- 
mented approvingly, June 20, Nagy’s execution. Ac- 
cording the journal, the sentence was “fully legitimate” 
and “just.” The Soviet bloc line that Nagy continued 
direct the insurgents from his asylum the 
Embassy was advanced the paper, which also scolded 
“the and radio” for joining those who 
the Hungarian People’s Republic and praise Imre 
Nagy’s treacherous group.” 


press 


Tito Remains Defiant 


all these denunciations and the face the Nagy 
execution, the ground all. 
speeches President articles the official press 
organs, they stuck their ideological guns and their neu- 
tralist position. 


Yugoslavs gave 


Their protest against the Nagy sentence 
was quick and unequivocal (see Texts and Documents 
Their answer Gomulka’s not unexpected capitulation 


was mild but conceded nothing. Borba (Belgrade), July 
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found the Gdansk speech “illogical” and “inconsistent,” 
but strongly defended the Polish events October 1956, 
when Gomulka took power. (Relations between the two 
countries did not stop after the Gomulka speech; July 
protocol was signed Warsaw advocating further eco- 
nomic cooperation, and other low-level delegations were 
exchanged. 

Yugoslav polemics with the rest the Soviet bloc con- 
tinued before, and the Tito regime was turns scornful 
and righteously abusive the USSR. Thus, broad- 
cast over Radio Belgrade, June 16, Tito mocked Khrush- 
censures the Yugoslavs for accepting American 
aid, even while Khrushchev was asking for credits 
(in letter President Eisenhower earlier the month 
July angrier mood, Tito accused the Soviet 
hierarchy “lying about their people” (Borba, 
July 5). The Yugoslav leaders attached particular pub- 
lic importance June pact with East Germany which 
called for increase trade between the two States 
from million dollars per year (East German News 
Agency, June 

June there was double-barrelled offensive 
against the Soviet bloc, Borba and Politika strongly 
castigated both the Nagy killing and the Czechoslovak 
Party Congress. the latter, Borba said: “It was char- 
acterized unprincipled attacks Yugoslavia. Such 
insinuations and lies are never expression moral 
political force, but always expression weakness.” 
Politika commented the entire campaign 
rehabilitation and revival the Cominform hege- 
monic practice political adventurism the first order.” 
The same official Party journal averred that the “sinister 
trial and execution” Nagy was “needed some people 
element aggravation against Yugoslavia and, even 
more, terrible warning those who are resisting the 
present revival Stalinist policy.” 


Delegations 


Travel dignitaries and out the area continued 
usual, and—also usual— much that transpired during 
the meetings went unannounced. Perhaps the most impor- 
tant the face-to-face conversations took place during 
Egyptian President Gamal Nasser’s visit Yugoslav Presi- 
dent Tito, July 2-14, confrontation which occurred only 
short time after Nasser’s visit the USSR. Whether 
Tito was able swing the Egyptian leader his own 
view the character Soviet diplomacy remains, 
course, unknown, but the fact that Nasser made the visit 
the midst the all-out Communist bloc attack Yugo- 
slavia highly significant. The two men were joined 
Foreign Minister Averoff—Tositsas July 

other important visits, Hungarian Party chief Janos 
Kadar led group Bulgaria, June 23-29 (see Area, 
above), Czechoslovak Premier Siroky went Albania, 
June 24-29, and Bulgarian Premier Yugov spoke 
Khrushchev Moscow, July while “vacationing” the 
USSR. Another Czechoslovak official, Party First Secre- 
tary and President Antonin Novotny, arrived the Soviet 
Union July and was quoted over Radio Moscow 


Praise for China Taken Back 


PEKING CORRESPONDENT the Yugoslav Party 

journal Politika (Belgrade) indulged un- 
usual bit “self-criticism” his June dispatch 
the newspaper. The reporter, Branko Bogunovic, 
admitted that had slanted his articles the 
situation China that “only the best the 
Chinese new look” would apparent. “Nothing 
more difficult for correspondent,” stated, “than 


when unexpected events the country where 
works force him give explanations and justify his 
course conscientious and objective reporter.” 
Bogunovic implied that had “done wrong over 
the months and years writing and speaking only 


the nicest and best things” about China. self- 
defense said that had sought constructive 
approach,” but that “love and friendship had been 
roughly betrayed.” 


next day the following example slavishness: 
“Throughout history there has not been single question 
which the views the Czechoslovak Party diverged 
from those the Soviet Party. Indeed, study the 
history our two Parties, will not find any differences 
Khrushchev himself left, July for the East 
German Party Congress, where again denounced the 
Yugoslavs and, incidentally, provided his presence 
boost for the shaky Party leadership East German First 
Secretary Walter Ulbricht. 

lower level there were also some interesting meet- 
ings. Czechoslovak Foreign Minister David came 
agreement with his Polish counterpart Adam Rapacki 
Warsaw, June 13, the perennial border dispute be- 
tween the two countries. The account the agreement 
(Rude Pravo, June 14) said that the boundary line matter 
had been but did not particularize. 

Polish, Czechoslovak and East German delegations, 
well representatives from Western Parties met 
Berlin, June 27-29, where they denounced Yugoslavia, West 
Germany and the West general. 


International Communist Journal 


Both the title, Problems Peace and Socialism, and the 
publishing date, August 15, the first issue the new 
international Communist monthly magazine were an- 
nounced over Radio Prague, July The periodical will 
appear all major European languages, Chinese, Rus- 
sian and English; will published Prague, edited 
Rumyantsev, editor-in-chief the Moscow theo- 
retical journal, Kommunist. 

The decision issue the journal was taken the 
November 1957 meetings the world Communist Parties 
Moscow, and supposedly further discussed Prague 
gathering, March 6-7, delegates from some Parties. 
Significantly, perhaps, there was never announcement 
exactly which countries sent representatives the latter 
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conciave, and may assumed that enthusiasm for the 
monthly varied directly with the amount orthodoxy 
the particular regime. The previous international Com- 
munist newspaper, For Lasting Peace, For People’s 
Democracy!, ceased publication when the Cominform, 
which was the official organ, was dissolved 1955. 


Ferment Among the Intellectuals 


Since the 20th Soviet Party Congress February 1956, 
intellectual ferment one form another has simmered 
the surface each the countries throughout the area. 
Recently this ferment has been particularly apparent 
Romania, where its presence has been authenticated 
official reaction and condemnation. For example, there 
were three angry articles period one week June 
the Bucharest daily Rominia Libera, the official organ 
the People’s Councils. June Romania Libera 
criticized the film industry for “manifestations cosmo- 
politanism,” for “lack political discrimination” and for 
not making “powerful affirmation Socialist principles.” 
Four days later, June 12, the journal called the publication 
Teatrul and given fostering recrudescence 
bourgeois theories about the theater.” June 
radio was the subject familiar complaint: too much 


One the current Communist insults for Yugoslavia “Trojan 
horse for capitalist imperialism.” The cartoon above, reprinted 
Pravda (Bratislava), June 15, 1958, from Moscow’s 
shows Trojan horse, pushed capitalist, knocking its head 
against the stone wall the “Socialist camp.” his mouth the 
horse carries scroll saying: “We too are Communists.” Caption: 
maneuver doomed failure.” 


concern with the non-political past means avoiding 
the educational 

One the manifestations intellectual ferment, and 
outstandingly frank one that, was article Ion 
Dumitrescu, First Secretary the Composers’ Union. 
made the following statements article published 
Muzica (Bucharest), April 1958: 

“There theory according which only those art 
works which immediately appeal the masses, which are 
accepted, understood and acclaimed the spot, are valid. 

had ever adopted this theory, large number 

masterpieces would have disappeared, including Beethov- 

en’s quartets, Schuman’s piano music, operas, 
post-Wagnerian music and immense quantity good 
classical and modern music.” 


Dumitrescu also stated that “within the framework 
the Composers’ Union, are witnessing permanent 
ferment which quite frequently accentuated out- 
bursts fury.” However, cited examples. 


USSR Pressures Polish Intellectuals 


Not content with putting political—and, doubt, eco- 
nomic—pressure the the Nagy case (see 
above), the Soviets continued their harrassment Polish 
intellectuals. Along with the—by now—standard attack 
the short story writer Marek Hlasko, June Radio 
Moscow broadcast the Polish language charged poet Jan 
Wyka and journalist Wiktor Woroszylski 
editor Nowa Kultura—with “extreme pessimism 
and hopeless outlook.” The broadcast stated that “both 
authors stubbornly back [discussing] the errors and 
distortions past years [Stalinist times], but they are un- 
able judge the past from the position the present, 
which why their case criticism errors takes the 
character morbid work, incidentally, 
was compared Soviet novelist Boris Pasternak’s, whose 
book, “Dr. name the broad- 
cast—has been banned the USSR, although avail- 
able the West. 


recently deposed 


June another Radio Moscow broadcast Polish 
attacked several Polish writers, including Krzysztof Toe- 
plitz, Jan Kott, Julian Przybos, Antoni Slonimski, Pawel 
Hertz, Pawel Beylin and Aleksander Jackiewicz. The in- 
fluence Polish intellectuals Kafka, Camus and Fran- 
coise Sagan was also deplored, and there was approving 
passage about Leon Kruczkowski, Stalinist former boss 
Polish culture. 

The Warsaw Palace Culture was fulsomely praised 
over Radio Moscow—again the Polish language—on 
June 25. This edifice, built the Stalinist days and her- 
alded the Poles from the USSR, has been 
much criticized for its artistic garishness and its dubious 
(Who really paid for 
The broadcast, however, called 
“eternal symbol Polish-Soviet friend- 


exemplification generosity. 
this day far from clear. 
the building 
ship,” even though admitted that “slanderous voices 
have maintained that the Palace makes Warsaw ugly.” 

One result Moscow’s campaign may have been the 


appointment “old Bolshevik” Tadeusz Galinski Min- 
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ister Culture (Trybuna Ludu [Warsaw], July 4). Chair- 
man the Polish Stalin’s time, 
Galinski may expected far less appreciative 
the cultural field than his predecessor, 
Karol Kuryluk, who was dismissed April (see 
Europe, June 1958, page 


Radio Commission 


Art Figures Censured 


The Czechoslovak authorities kept close watch the 
arts. For example, not only the paintings exhibition 
Communist Pravoslav Kotik, but even the catalogue 
Vachtlova—were criticized the June edition 
Tvorba (Prague). the latter the journal said: “We 
can’t make head tail out it. far can detect 
any thoughts all, they are wrong. 


erate attempt spread idealistic nonsense and even reac- 


tionary slander.” The painter himself was charged with 


circle the intellectuals.” 
The June issue Literarni Noviny (Prague) rather 


plaintively maintained that Czechoslovak Communist litera- 
ture “had nothing ashamed the past ten years, 
certainly not comparison with Sagan and Steinbeck 
whose talent not deny.” 


coun- 
spread from the Budapest dailies 
the provincial papers. Tolna Megyei Nepujsag, the Party 
organ Tolna County, June 15, castigated those writers 
who had “quite amazingly become united after the events 
October 1956 [Hungarian Revolt] 


Hungary the attacks the “popular writers” 


policy 
Another focus attack were those writers 
who “keep silent when [they] ought speak, and thus 
hinder and prevent literary The work 
Peter Veres was attacked, with emphasis the “ridiculous 
economic and social ideology which continues haunt him 
and his followers.” This ideology led descriptions 
pre-Communist days, according the journal, with “happy 
and satisfied peasants, dressed their Sunday best, sitting 
front their houses, a-political and unwilling raise 
themselves from the quagmire false historical analogies.” 
Bulgarian movies were attacked July decree 
the Bulgarian Party Central Committee (Rabotnichesko 
Delo July 5). Expressing much dissatisfaction with 
the state the cinema—which, according the decree 
served million spectators 1957, compared mil- 
lion 1950—the Central Committee singled out several 
films particularly unpraiseworthy from the Party’s stand- 
point. These motion pictures were said “undermine 
Communist ideology,” the role and sacrifices 
the wartime and even “distort and wrongly 
represent the character revolutionists.” The 
decree stated that “some our movie workers have de- 
tached themselves from the life the workers and peasants 
and live only their own circle,” that others have “de- 
tached themselves from Party principles and Socialist real- 
ism.” The Sofia magazine, Cinema Art was strongly 
censured for “not standing firmly clear and militant 
Communist and for seriously underrating 
the ideological weaknesses and alien influences allowed 
our films.” 


“Revisionist [at “What wonderful about your fruits?’ 
“One-of-us: they don’t have any worms like 


Sturshel (Sofia), June 13, 1958 


Ninth Meeting COMECON 


The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (COME- 
CON) met Bucharest June 26-30, for the purpose dis- 
cussing “practical measures for the further development 
economic cooperation between the Socialist countries the 
basis consistent implementation international 
Socialist division The meeting was follow-up 
the top-level discussions held Moscow May be- 
tween representatives the Communist Parties the 
Soviet bloc countries. The delegations Bucharest in- 
cluded representatives the national planning authorities 
and ministries foreign trade the member countries, 
well representatives from the Communist governments 
China, North Korea, Mongolia and Vietnam. 


The final communique published July stated that 
the meeting “paid special attention questions all- 
round development the primary producing industries 
and the power generating industry” and devoted 
great attention measures for the intensified specialization 
and correlation production between the Socialist coun- 
The Council established several new organs: 
economic commission deal with problems involved 
“the international division permanent com- 
mission for economic and scientific-technical cooperation 
the building industry, and permanent commission for 
transportation problems. (Radio East Berlin, July 
Rude Pravo July 


and 


Reactions Soviet Agricultural Reform 


The recent abolition compulsory deliveries farm 
produce the Soviet Union brought varying comments 
from the press the Satellite countries. Poland, where 
compulsory deliveries many farm products have already 
been abandoned the Gomulka regime, the Party news- 
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paper Trybuna Luda (Warsaw) greeted the Soviet meas- 
ure June one designed eliminate “shortcomings 
the previous system.” Ludowy (Warsaw), 
the official organ the United Peasant Party, commented 
that introducing the “incentive the ruble” into agri- 
cultural production the Soviets could “expect considerably 
better and quicker results than were possible 
raising farm production. The newspaper Zycie Warszawy 
(Warsaw) said the same day that the reform, “like the 
previous changes Soviet agriculture, very elastic. 
attempts make the maximum allowance for specific 
conditions, encourage the development pro- 
duction.” This remark echoed the phrases usually em- 
ployed the Gomulka regime explain its heretical 
decollectivization policies agriculture: that follow- 
ing policy tailored “specific Polish conditions” 
effort raise production and thus make possible the further 
“successful building Socialism People’s Poland.” 

Hungary, where compulsory deliveries were abol- 
ished the Nagy government during the Revolt and have 
not been reimposed the Kadar regime, the Party news- 
paper (Budapest) declared June that 
“those who believed that the old methods were inevitably 
concomitant with Socialist agriculture were mistaken.” 
added: “We too reverted from the system deliveries 


Elements" 


APPARENT that Hungarian students, who were 

leading force the pre-Revolt ferment and 
the Revolt itself, remain bitterly antagonistic the 
regime. The following remarks high Party func- 
tionary appeared Belpolitikai Szemle (Budapest), 
June, 1958: 


“Among the students there are still hostile ele- 
ments who carry out conscious undermining activity 
and who try remain the background. Their 
exposure made difficult the fact that have 
not yet succeeded in isolating them politically. 
Among the hostile views apparent among the stu- 
dents the strongest bourgeois nationalism. This 
evident two forms: anti-Sovietism and irredentism. 
strong effect achieved the so-called ‘third 
road travelers’’ view, the so-called ‘national Com- 
munism’ ideology, the bourgeois democratic illusions 
and—especially the social science faculty—the 
wrong anti-Marxist views some populist writers. 

“Since the reforms the universities, carried out 
nearly decade ago, have been unsuccessful 
attracting firmly our side part the university 
professors and teachers, either ideologically po- 
litically altogether 334 teachers from the uni- 
versities escaped the West and were dismissed 
for their counterrevolutionary attitude. 

“Among the university teachers, apart from the 
students two questions especially present problems: 
strong sham-humanism alive among them, and 
illusions about the leading position the intelli- 


the system ‘buying though under different cir- 
cumstances from the Soviet ones.” The editorial stated 
further that time for the abolition compulsory de- 
liveries always depends the conditions the particular 
country. The essential thing that the collection pro- 
duce should ensure the peasantry’s interest increasing 
production and that more goods should get into the pos- 
session the State for the consumers.” 


Czechoslovakia the reaction was understandably dif- 
ferent, since the compulsory delivery system has been main- 
tained even more rigidly than the Soviet Union. The 
Party newspaper Rude Pravo (Prague) June 25, began 
hailing the reform further step Soviet agricul- 
ture towards went on, however, ex- 
plain that Czechoslovakia was not yet ready take such 
step, using the same arguments had applied several 
months earlier the USSR’s abolition its machine 
tractor stations. “In our country there agriculture 
completely different situation from that the Soviet 
Union. The decisive factor is, above all, that the kolk- 
hozes the USSR are already the third decade their 
existence, while have present only percent the 
agricultural land the Socialist The editorial 
went describe Czechoslovakia’s dependence im- 
ports balance its food supply, giving this further 
reason why the country would have pursue, for the 
present, different policy from that the Soviet Union. 

Romania and Bulgaria there was editorial com- 
ment the Soviet measure. Romania abandoned com- 
pulsory deliveries for most agricultural products the 
beginning 1957, replacing them with contractual pur- 
chasing, and Bulgaria carried out similar but more 
limited reform December 1956 and March 1958. 


Hungary 
Arrests and Executions 


the wake the June announcement the Nagy- 
Maleter-Szilagyi-Gimes executions, new reports terror 
were heard. Perhaps the most shocking these was 
Reuters dispatch from Belgrade, July that Julia Rajk, 
widow the purged (1949), then “rehabilitated” (1956 
Interior Minister Laszlo Rajk, had been sentenced 
death. Mrs. Rajk, veteran the Communist under- 
ground during World War II, was arrested with her hus- 
band 1949, released from prison 1955. woman 
influence the Party, she saw her husband receive 
posthumous rehabilitation and hero’s reburial shortly be- 
fore the Revolt. She participated actively the Petofi 
Circle, militant anti-Stalinist group, and sought asylum 
the Yugoslav Embassy November along with Imre 
Nagy. 

The report about Mrs. Rajk was branded 
official spokesman for the regime (Reuters from Buda- 
pest, July 
whether she had been tried and received some other sen- 
tence. 


but the same spokesman refused say 


Along with that Mrs. Rajk, the dispatch from Bel- 
grade reported the executions five other freedom fighters 
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who had taken refuge with Nagy the Yugoslav Embassy: 
Gabor Tancos, Secretary-General the Petofi Circle; 
Sandor Haraszti, former editor-in-chief the Party organ 
Szabadsag and father-in-law Geza Losonczy who, ac- 
cording the June announcement, died “natural 
causes” prison; Szilard Ujhelyi, journalist and veteran 
both the Communist underground and the Rakosi prison 
system; Peter Erdos, journalist, imprisoned 1951-53, who 
had been charge negotiations the eve the Re- 
volt the Radio Building; Gyorgy Fazekas, another jour- 
nalist and close friend Nagy. The fate these men has 
not yet been definitely learned. 

July the State Department reported that there 
had been approximately 100 trials retrials freedom 
fighters Hungary during ten-day period the middle 
June. Many these cases, according the announce- 
ment, involved students who had been let off previously 
with relatively light sentences. The State Department 
named journalist Gyula Obersovszky and historian Dominic 
Kosary two the older victims the new trials. 

other developments, the regime courts Gyoer sen- 
tenced 14-member group jail terms four years 
for allegedly helping refugees flee the West after the 
Revolt (Nepszabadsag July 10). June 
Radio Budapest stated that writer Tibor Tardos had been 
released from prison, although Tibor Dery, Gyula Hay and 
Zoltan Zelk—all sentenced with him for their part the 
Revolt—remain jail. The regime also announced that 
“public security custody,” device thus far used deprive 
only their civil rights, would 
extended those guilty “dangerous” economic crimes 
Hirek [Budapest], June 


Ideological Wavering 


the ideological front, the regime again showed its 
schizoid character with the old Stalinist, ex-Minister 
Education Jozsef Darvas putting doctrinaire simplifica- 
tion the events October 1956, while Party First Sec- 
retary Kadar—in the same month which condoned the 
execution his Revolt Cabinet colleague Imre Nagy— 
spoke “liberal” terms the guilt the Rakosi regime. 

Speaking the Fifth Hungarian Peace Conference, 
July 7-12, Darvas said that during the Revolt, “Hungary 
became the focal point the clash between progress and 
reaction, the international class continued: 

“The counterrevolution sought not only destroy the 

Hungarian People’s Democratic regime, but also made 

death stab the entire world Socialist system the very 

point thought weakest. that period our enemies 
tested the strength Socialism Hungary, preparatory 
setting motion chain reaction with which they hoped 

to destroy Socialism everywhere.” 

Darvas had real censure for the Stalinist regime 
which preceded the Revolt. Not so, however, Kadar 
Nepszabadsag article, June 12. The Party chief went 
back the 1948 forced merger the Social Democratic 
Party with the Communists and criticized the subsequent 
discrimination the authorities between the veterans 
both groups. was “gross mistake,” said, consider 


Geza Losonczy 


announcement, June 17, 

that Imre Nagy and his associates had been 
executed also contained the first information the 
death natural causes” Geza Losonczy, Min- 
ister State during the Revolt. who had 
taken refuge the Yugoslav Embassy after the sec- 
ond Soviet intervention, November and had with 
Nagy been lured out promises safety, pre- 
sumably died jail. 

Born 1907, was editor the illegal 
Communist newspaper Szabad Nep 1939, was 
imprisoned under the Horthy regime and later, after 
participating the anti-Nazi underground, under 
the Stalinist Rakosi regime. 1949 was made 
Deputy Minister Culture and Education. was 
arrested 1951 connection with the Rajk trial, 
rehabilitated 1954. was the son-in-law 
Sandor Haraszti, also journalist jailed for participa- 
tion the Revolt. 


pre-1948 Social Democrat less trustworthy than Com- 
munist, and good examples the former cited Min- 
ister State Gyorgy Marosan and Sandor Ronai; bad 
examples (i.e., those who would not bow Party rule), 
mentioned “the lackeys the bourgeoisie, [Karoly] 
Peyer and [Anna] Kethly.” Kadar also averred that the 
“collective political condemnation people who did not 
deserve and the unjust calumny more than few 
Social Democrats were even greater mistakes.” present, 
Kadar said, there more “unhealthy discrimination” 
against former Social Democrats who joined the Party after 
1948. 


Party Troubled University 

The tone the Kadar piece was apparent Nep- 
article, June 18, which condemned Party meth- 
ods the Eotvos Lorand University Budapest. was 
stated that “the old Party leadership” has learned nothing 
from past University was focal point 
the Revolt—and has smuggle the mistaken meth- 
ods leadership back into the work Party organiza- 
tions.” The journal went say that “anti-worker- 
peasant mood” existed the Party organization the 
University, that “Party democracy has been disregarded, 
collective leadership violated [and] result incor- 
rect Party policy break has occurred between professors 
and students worker-peasant origin and others. 


Three Year Plan 


The long-heralded Three Year Plan was presented 
the National Assembly its session June 19-20 (Nep- 
szabadsag June 20-21). was described 
being more than Hungary’s economic plans 
the past. place the grandiose industrial development 
schemes the First and Second Five Year Plans (1950- 
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1954 and 1956-1960), the Three Year Plan (1958-1960) 
will concentrate expanding those branches industry 
most suited Hungarian resources and experience. These 
include diesel engines, high-tension electrical equipment 
and “electronic, nuclear and geophysical instruments.” 
The Kadar regime also intends continue the building 
Sztalinvaros, the big iron and steel center Dunapentele 
begun during the First Five Year Plan; the rolling mill 
enlarged and the coke plant completed. Hungary’s 
aluminum industry will also expanded. The Plan was 
said prelude new Five Year Plan which will 
begin 1961 and will push industrial development 
faster rate than now possible. 


Total industrial output the end 1960 scheduled 
rise about percent over 1957, with the pace heavy 
industry (28 percent increase) still exceeding that 
industry (20 percent). Other increase percentages given 
were follows: coal, 26; cement, 47; aluminum, 79; 
diesel engines, 500: tractors, 350: nitrogenous 
200; high-tension electrical equipment, 41; telecommuni- 
cation equipment, 72; precision instruments, 62; woolen 
fabrics, 15; leather shoes, 29; chocolate, 40. agriculture 
the Plan calls for percent increase total production 
compared with the 1955-1957 average. 


Limited Investments 


Arpad Kiss, president the National Planning Office, 
told the Assembly that investment outlays during 1958- 
1960 will total billion forint. The squandering capital 
past years array still-unfinished industrial proj- 
ects, along with the post-Revolt emphasis raising living 
standards, have forced the Hungarian planners pursue 
policy austerity far new investment concerned. 
Radio Budapest commentary May estimated that 
investment over the five-year period 1956-1960 will total 
billion forint, compared with the billion expended 
during the years 1950-1954. Investment 1958-1960 will 
amount only percent the national income 
against more than percent the 1950-1954 period. 
Pointing other differences, the broadcast stated that the 
share investment allotted agriculture had decreased, 
while the proportion earmarked for housing had increased. 
Industrial investment, said the broadcast, shows change 
favor consumer goods the expense heavy indus- 
try. 

According speakers the National Assembly session, 
national income will rise percent during the three 
years. Real wages 1960 will six percent above the 
level 1956 (i.e., just before the Revolt). The State aims 
build 110,000 dwellings—a substantially faster rate 
construction than the past. 


Campaign Against Religion 


The regime made one its relatively few frontal at- 
tacks religious practices article attacking the prac- 
tice Confirmation (Nepszabadsag June 15). 
Equating religion and superstition, the Party daily declared 
that was “wooden-wheel attitude” the part par- 


ents which brought them attendance Church cere- 
monies. was bad enough for peasants send 
children Confirmation, the paper averred, but 
when Party members did so. 

another development the anti-religious front, 
Janos Mate, one the priests recently excommunicated 
the Vatican for refusing resign from the Hungarian 
Parliament, was appointed “Director” the Kecskemet 
Saint Elizabeth Parish Ember June 
This position, similar that held two other ex- 
communicated Parliamentarian-priests, which has been cre- 
ated the regime keep the men connected with the 
Church, yet which does not provide them with ceremonial 
duties. The office unknown outside Kadarist Hun- 
gary. 

early June Western reports told the ouster 
Lajos Ordas from his post Bishop the Southern Luth- 
eran Diocese. One the outstanding Protestant leaders 
the country, Ordas was prison the Stalinist years and 
reinstated office during the 

June Roman Catholic Bishop Jozsef Grosz made 
still further concesssions regime foreign policy plea 
Soviet example.” went follows: ask what 
could the United States achieve they would spend those 
millions dollars they use for the upkeep their military 
bases the welfare their own people and for the as- 
sistance underdeveloped countries.” 
June 


Nemzet 


Czechoslovakia 
Eleventh Party Congress 


The Eleventh Congress the Communist Party 
Czechoslovakia, held Prague June 18-21, was little more 
than forum for the exposition current Party doctrine. 
international affairs, the doctrine was identical with 
that put forth the Bulgarian Party Congress two weeks 
earlier, with emphasis Soviet-bloc unity and the insidi- 


ous nature Yugoslav “revisionism.” domestic affairs 
the Congress had its slogan: “Complete the building 
Socialism our once more the 


determination collectivize most agriculture 
1960. The only important new matter was the an- 
nouncement long-range economic program aimed 
nearly doubling industrial production 1965. 
and culture the Party made plain that will brook 
deviation any kind from official 
and the final resolution even called for strengthening 
the organs public security. 


was the third Congress held since the Communist 
take-over Czechoslovakia 1948; the Ninth Congress 
met May 1949 and the Tenth June 1954. addition 
the Czechoslovak delegates, foreign delegations 
were present from the Comunist Parties nations 
including Latin American countries. contrast 
the recent Bulgarian and East German Party Congresses, 
which were attended Soviet Premier Khrushchev, the 
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Prague Congress’ delegation from the USSR was headed 
Kirichenko, member the Politburo. 

The delegates sat through speeches, most them 
embroidering upon familiar strands Party doctrine (Rude 
Pravo June 19-22). The tone the Congress 
was set the brief opening address Premier Viliam 
Siroky, who dwelt upon the immense historical importance 
the Twentieth Congress the Communist Party the 
Soviet Union (February 1956) and asserted that his Party’s 
policies since then had been based “correct interpre- 
tation the decisions the 20th CPSU Congress.” 
hailed the Moscow meeting last November the repre- 
sentatives Communist and Workers’ Parties the “be- 
ginning new era the Communist movement.” 
likewise saluted the meeting May Party leaders 
the COMECON countries showing tremendous 
possibilities for further development the countries 
Socialism through close cooperation and Socialist division 
labor.” went make what has become the 
standard appraisal the Communists revi- 
sionists and agents Western imperialism 
above 

Siroky was followed President and Party First Sec- 
retary Novotny, who read the Central Committee report 
its activities since the last Congress and the “present 
tasks” the Party. speech lasting several hours, 
ran the gamut Party policies from foreign affairs 
economic planning culture, youth and education. 


see “Area” 


Foreign Policy 


Novotny stressed the importance the USSR Czech- 
oslavakia’s chief ally the “building Socialism” and 
its protector against attack from the West. the German 
question, called for “unceasing struggle against the 
further militarization Western Germany, and especially 
against the arming Bonn troops with atomic and rocket 
weapons.” stated that Czechoslovakia was willing 
become part atom-free zone Central Europe pro- 
vided Western Germany were included (the Rapacki 
Plan). Passing relations among Parties, 
excoriated Yugoslav “revisionism” tool “the 
American imperialists.” 

The Yugoslav problem was also discussed number 
other speakers the Congress. Jiri Hendrych, Secre- 
tary the Central Committee, accused the Yugoslav re- 
gime “deliberately exporting Titoism transform 
the monolithic Soviet bloc into some kind loosely con- 
nected commonwealth nations” return for American 
dollars. the same context referred the execution 
Imre Nagy and other leaders the Hungarian Revolt 
just verdict” upon “shameful, revisionist betrayal.” 
The leader the Soviet delegation, Kirichenko, applied 
Khrushchev’s epithet “Trojan horse” the Yugoslavs. 
The head the Chinese delegation, Tung Pi-wu, said that 
the Yugoslav Party program “suits the imperialists, partic- 
ularly the Americans, like, say, warm fire suits 
freezing and added that “we must resolutely 
crush this temporary revisionism which serves the policy 


imperialism.” Equally harsh statements were made 
Bulgarian and Albanian delegates. the other hand, 
the Romanian spokesman took characteristically milder 
position, while the Polish speaker, Ignacy Loga-Sowinski, 
said only that some the Yugoslav doctrines represented 
deviation from the principles Marxism-Leninism.” 


Domestic Economy 


Novotny told the Congress that 1965 Czechoslovakia 
increase its gross industrial production per- 
cent, and its agricultural production percent, com- 
pared with 1957. Other economic indices (see box) are 
rise corresponding amounts. its general outline 
the program represents continuation past economic 
policies with their emphasis the rapid development 
heavy industry. The announcement industrial targets 
for the relatively distant year 1965 was the first concrete 
information the shape the long-range economic plan- 


The Congress Palace, Prague, site the recent Eleventh Con- 
gress the Czechoslovak Communist Party, the morning the 
Congress began. The sign above the facade says: “For peace, for 
country, for Socialism.” The sign the facade says: “Under the 
leadership the KSC [Czechoslovak Communist Party] forward 
the completion Socialist construction.” 


Svet Obrazech (Prague), June 28, 1958 
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“And what you want when you grow up, little man? 


hooligan.” 
Ludas Matyi Budapest), May 29, 1958 


ning now under way Eastern Europe. Recent bloc-wide 
conferences have been devoted working out integrated 
economic plans for all the Soviet bloc countries extend- 
ing 1965; addition, series long-term trade agree- 
ments signed recent months have indicated that the 
basic dimensions the plans have been agreed upon. 


agriculture, Novotny admitted that production was 
still “roughly the prewar level” and did not correspond 
all the country’s possibilities. Though insisted that 
the current Five Year Plan target percent increase 
agricultural output for the period 1956-1960 was still 
attainable (though production rose less than percent 
the first two years), his proffering new goal 
percent for the period 1958-1965 seemed admis- 
sion that the regime expects agricultural progress 
much slower than originally scheduled. said that 
achieve the new target would necessary supply 
agriculture with 100,000 more tractors (in conventional 15- 
units) during the eight years (as compared with present 
stock about 46,000), increase the supply chemical 
fertilizers 150 percent, and recruit thousand 
young workers every year for the farms. 


regard the collectivization agriculture, which 
the regime has fact given priority over increasing pro- 
duction, Novotny stated that June there were 11,740 
collective farms, which together with State farms were 
cultivating 71.5 percent the agricultural land. the 
last three years, said, the number collectives had 
grown 5,000 and the area collectivized land had more 
than doubled. asserted that collectivization the re- 
maining private farms would completed during the 
next two years, except for farms areas not considered 
suitable for large-scale agriculture. boasted that “the 
liquidation the kulaks class” had been nearly fin- 
ished, and that the land cultivated kulaks (i.e., “rich” 
peasants) had fallen the last six years from 14.1 percent 
only 1.6 percent the total arable land. 


Party Changes 


The new Central Committee “elected” the Congress 
contains full members and candidate members, 
contrast the members and candidates named 
the Tenth Congress 1954. the old members, have 
been eliminated either death political demise and 
their places taken new members. The changes 
served raise the Slovak membership the and 
advance number regional Party Secretaries, well 
reward loyal comrades the administration and the 
National Assembly. 

The new Politburo, named the Central Committee 
immediately following the adjournment the Congress, 
contains members, whom are new. the former 
nine-man Politburo, President Zapotocky died Novem- 
ber 1957 and Alexej Cepicka, former First Deputy Premier 
and Defense Minister, had been dropped April 1956 for 
fostering the “cult personality.” Three new members 
were chosen: Otakar Simunek, chief economic planner 
and previously candidate member; Jiri Hendrych, the 
Party’s ideological spokesman who also Party Secretary; 
and Pavol David, member the Politburo the Slovak 
Communist Party. The latter’s election gives Slovakia two 
members the national Politburo. the three candi- 


date members, two were new: Jan Hlina, Party Secretary 
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Continued 


Goals for 1965 


FOLLOWING TABLE summarizes the 1965 goals 

for Czechoslovakia’s economy announced First 
Secretary Antonin Novotny the Eleventh Congress 
the Communist Party Prague June 18. The 
figures represent percentage increases from 1957 


1965. (From Rude Pravo, June 19. 

Industrial production. 90-95 
Agricultural production. 
Building activity. 70-80 
Tranportation goods 90-95 
Electricity consumption. 115 
Hard coal production. 
Brown coal production. 
Cement production 
Steel production. 77-87 
Chemical production 150 
Machinery production 130 
Food production 
Paper production 
Number university students 
Number doctors. 
Number tractors agriculture. 217 


The Czechoslovak Party Politburo 


One the functions the recent Congress the Czechoslovak Communist Party 


was “elect” “re-elect” members Central Committee, which turn “elects” 
“re-elects” from its own membership Politburo. this body, now consisting 
ten full and three candidate members, that the highest level political power. 
Below are biographical data the full members the present Politburo. Only the 
first “election” the group mentioned; this occurred before 1954 the body 
called the Presidium. (Abbreviations used: CPCS—Communist Party Czechoslo- 


Karol Bacilek 


Born Bohemia 1896, one bricklayer’s nine chil- 
dren. was apprenticed locksmith and drafted into 
the Austro-Hungarian Army 1915. 


1918—Sentenced two and half years imprisonment for 
inciting soldiers rebellion. 


1919—Joined the Social Democratic Party. 


1920—Employed the Vrutky railway works Slovakia, 
where organized strike. 


founding member the CPCS. 


1930-1938—Worked his way through local and regional 
Party ranks. Was Central Secretary the 
Slovak for years. Studied the Lenin 
Institute Moscow. 


1938—After Munich he, Duris and Mosko (purged 
1951) headed the Communist underground until 
May 1939 when Bacilek left for Moscow. 


1940—Returned Slovakia work with the underground. 


1941—In March returned the Soviet Union fight with 
the Red Army. 


1943—Returned Slovakia via Poland help prepare 
the Slovak uprising. 


1944—Elected Secretary-General the Slovak CP, but 
later reduced Deputy Secretary-General. 


1945—After the liberation was member the Provisional 
National Assembly, then elected the Constituent 
National Assembly. 


the central government Minister 
State Control, Minister National Security, 
Deputy Premier. Was made Army General 
1952. 

Sept. 1953—Relinquished government positions become 
First Secretary the Slovak CP. 


1954—Was made member the and Politburo the 
CPCS the Tenth Congress June. 


Rudolf Barak 


Date and place birth unknown. Probably between 
and years old. Since 1952 has made meteoric 
Appears infrequently public and makes few state- 
ments policy. National Assembly member. 


1952—First appearance National Party Confer- 


vakia; CC—Central Committee.) 


ence where was named candidate the 
the CPCS. was then announced that had 
been chairman the Regional National Committee 
Brno. 


1953—On March 25, four days after Zapotocky became 
President, Barak was elevated Deputy Premier. 
Six months later was relieved the post and 
made Minister Interior. 


1954—In June, the 10th Congress, was elected the 
the CPCS and immediately thereafter full 
membership the Politburo. 


Pavol David 


Date and place birth unknown. 

member the National Assembly from the 
Zilina region the elections that followed the Com- 
munist coup February. 


1950—Elected the the Communist Party 
Slovakia. Became Slovak Secretary early 
1952 and member the Politburo the CPS 
June 1953. 

1952—Became candidate the the CPCS the 
National Party Conference December. 


1954—Became full member the the CPCS 
the Tenth Party Congress June. the November 
parliamentary elections was elected deputy for the 
Piestany constituency. 

1958—Elected the Politburo the CPCS following the 
Eleventh Party Congress. 


Jaromir Dolansky 


Born Prague 1895, attended high school 
and studied law Prague University. Began his political 
activities member the Realist Party the student 
movement. 


Chairman the Czechoslovak Students’ 
Union and Chairman the Federation Slavonic 
Students. 


1921—Joined the Communist Party its inception. 
1928—Secretary the Parliamentary Club the CPCS. 


the CPCS was dissolved became mem- 
ber its five-man illegal leadership. 
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1939—Arrested with Zapotocky, Kliment and others 
attempting cross the border into Poland. 


1939-1945—Held Pankrac prison, Dresden, and finally 
for five years Oranienburg concentration 
camp. Was one the five leading members 
the Communist organization the camp. 


1945—After the liberation spent several months Moscow. 
Returned August and was elected member 
the National Assembly, Chairman the Club 
Communist Deputies and Deputy Secretary-General 
the Party. 


1946—Appointed Minister Finance. 


1949—Made member the and Presidium; put 
charge the newly-created State Planning Office. 


1951—In December was promoted Deputy Prime Min- 
ister, has since supervised the economic sector the 
State administration; was made First Deputy 
Premier 1953. 
Dolansky one the few intellectuals the Party leader- 
ship, and one the less brutal individuals. Soon after 
World War married the daughter Karl Kreibich, 
prewar German Communist Senator the Czechoslovak 
National Assembly. leading Marxist-Leninist theo- 
retician, and expert economic problems. First Deputy 
Premier since 1953, Dolansky has been delegate 
con, and has held other important economic posts. 


Zdenek Fierlinger 


Born Olomouc, Moravia, July 1891, middle-class 
parents. Studied the Commercial Academy Olomouc 
and worked Czarist Russia the representative 
bicycle firm. After World War (during which fought 
Czechoslovak exile armies Russia and France) 
entered the diplomatic service. was Minister sev- 
eral countries, including the United States, and Czecho- 
slovak delegate various international meetings. 


Minister the Soviet Union. 
the London Government-in-Exile. 


the Nazi invasion USSR, the Soviets with- 
drew their recognition the Protectorate, and Fier- 
linger was returned Moscow Minister 


re-recognized Czechoslovak Republic. 


1945—Premier the first postwar government. Elected 
the chairmanship the Social Democratic Party. 
Reduced Deputy Premier 1946. 

1948—Led the left-wing Social Democrats into the merger 


with the June and cooperated with the Com- 
munists the February coup. 


1945-1958—Has held variety Party and government 
posts. Twice Deputy Premier, has also been 
Minister Industry, Chairman the State 


Office Church Affairs, and speaker the 
National Assembly. 


Jiri Hendrych 


Date and place birth unknown. 


1946 


Became Czechoslovak Party member after the 
Eighth Party Congress March. 
1948—Elected the National Assembly following the 
Communist coup. 1949 held the Party post 
deputy chief the cultural and propaganda 
section the Secretariat. Was editor 
Funkcionar, periodical for Party functionaries. 
1951—On September when Rudolf Slansky was removed 
Central Secretary the Party and when Political 
and Organizational Secretariats were established, 
Hendrych was made Secretary the and 
member the Organizational Secretariat. 


1952—Was apparently later involved the disgrace 
Slansky (who was hanged). When the Party Secre- 
tariat was “reorganized” February 1953, Hendrych 
was longer member. However, remained 
member the CC. 


became Secretary the CC. 

1957—After the Polish and Hungarian upheavals the 
fall 1956, Hendrych became the regime’s chief 
spokesman for the stiffer Party line. was the 
main speaker the meeting June 13-14, 
1957, which dealt with the ideological work the 
Party. 

1958—At the Eleventh Congress delivered slashing 


attack the program the Communists. 
Following the Congress, was made member 
the 10-man Politburo. 


Vaclav Kopecky 


Born Kosmonosy, Bohemia, 1897, son tradesman, 
and the grandson famous puppet theater owner. 
Studied the Law Faculty Charles University but did 
not obtain his degree. was active the revolutionary 
student movement and 1919 helped found the Interna- 
tional Association Marxist Students, which took signi- 
ficant part creating the Communist Party. 
1921—Helped found the Communist Party. 
the editorial staffs Brno, 
Pravda and Delnicky Denik 
Ostrava. 
1928 
1929—Became editor-in-chief Rude Pravo, and was 
elected Parliament from the Prague region. 


Joined the editorial staff Rude Pravo Prague. 


1938—Went Moscow after Munich, where joined the 
Gottwald group Communist exiles. 

1945-1953—Returned with the first government Minister 
Information and held that position 1953. 

Deputy Premier. 

Kopecky has been member the CPCS since the 

Party was reconstituted after the war, and member 

the Presidium Politburo. 
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Antonin Novotny 


Born Letnany, near Prague, December 1904, son 
bricklayer. Was apprenticed locksmith. 


1921—Joined the Communist Party. 


1935—Delegate the 7th Congress the Comintern 
Moscow. 


1941—Arrested for working with Communist underground 
against the Nazis. Imprisoned Mauthausen con- 
centration camp. 


1945—After the liberation, returned Czechoslovakia and 
was made chief Secretary the Prague Regional 
Party Committee. 


1951—Was elected the CPCS Presidium and the Political 
and Organizational Secretariats. 


1953—Appointed Deputy Premier, role relinquished 
later the same year when “collective leadership” was 
installed. was then made the First Secretary 
the CPCS and has held this top office ever since. 


Became President Czechoslovakia after Zapo- 
tocky’s death November. 

Novotny has played variety roles the supreme organs 
the CPCS since 1951. played major part the 
denunciation Slansky and presumably looked upon 
with disfavor Tito. 


1957 


Otakar Simunek 


Nothing known about his early life his wartime 
career. First appeared Deputy Minister the Chemi- 
cal Industry 1951, becoming Minister December 
1951. July 1954 was made Chairman the State 
Planning Office, his present government position. 
the Czechoslovak Party the Tenth 
Party Congress June 1954, and also made 


candidate the Politburo. November 1954 was 
elected the National Assembly from the city 
Pardubice. 

1958—After the Eleventh Congress, became full mem- 
ber the Politburo. 


Viliam Siroky 


Born May 1902, Bratislava, son railway worker. 
joined the union and the Social Democratic Party 
railway worker. largely self-taught. 


1921—Joined the Party its founding and helped organize 
Slovakia. 


1935—Elected Member Parliament. 


1938—Took over leadership the Slovak CP. Fled 
Moscow after Munich, after having organized 
Slovak underground. 


1940—Joined the London Government-in-Exile. 


1941—Returned Slovakia set new Central Com- 
mittee after the Nazis had arrested the old one 
1940. was taken the Gestapo and sent 
prison. 


1945—Either escaped was released and joined the Par- 
tisans, then made his way Kosice. was made 
Deputy Premier the first postwar government, 
elected the Presidium CPCS, and retained his 
chairmanship the Slovak CP. 


Minister Foreign Affairs, remaining Deputy 
Premier. 
Premier after Gottwald’s death. 


1955—At the Congress the Slovak CP, relin- 
quished his position member the Slovak 
buro, but retains his position its CC. 

Siroky has been member the CPCS and its Presi- 

dium Politburo since the end the war. 


Deflation 


BUDAPEST CITIZEN goes into Tibor’s small private drugstore, one the few 


the city. “You have any razor blades?” asks. 


do,” says Tibor. “Two forint blade.” 


Two forint? Man, the State drugstore they only cost forint and half.” 


“Fine. Buy them there.” 


“Yes, except the State store doesn’t have any.” 


didn’t have any stock, sell them for forint and half too.” 
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(Continued from page 47) 


the Plzen region, and Rudolf Strechaj, member 
the Politburo the Slovak Communist Party. 

Antonin Novotny remains First Party Secretary; Sec- 
retaries the Central Committee Oldrich Cernik, Jiri 
Hendrych, Bruno Koehler and Vratislav Krutina also re- 
tained their posts. Newly named Secretary was Vladimir 
Koucky, editor-in-chief Rude Pravo, the major Party 
daily. addition these men, the the Sec- 
retariat the Central Committee” include two new faces: 
Antonin Prague Party Secretary, and Frantisek 
Zupka, chairman the Central Trade Union Council. 

According figures released the Congress, total Party 
membership has declined slightly from 1,489,234 (Rude 
Pravo, June 12, 1954) 1,422,199 (Rude Pravo, June 22, 
1958). The number “basic Party organizations” has 
grown, however, from 44,562 47,478. article the 
Party organ Zivot Strany (Prague), June 1958, gave the 
composition the membership follows (in terms 
original occupation): workers, 60.9 percent; farmers, 4.4 
percent; technicians, 5.1 percent; teachers, 3.2 percent; 
administrative officials, 8.3 percent; services employees, 
4.9 percent; housewives, 8.2 percent; and “other,” 5.0 
percent. 


Complaints About Youth 


Apathy would appear the chief attribute the 
Communist Youth League, according reports Mlada 
Fronta (Prague), the organ the League, June and 
12. The first article dealt with the agricultural-technical 
school Libverda, near Decin North Bohemia, where, 
seemingly, none the members the League would 
accept election office. The group also refused inter- 
est itself political discussions, fact which, the journal 
stated, “proved its basic lack understanding the char- 
acter the Youth League political organization.” 

The June article took several League branches 
Prague task for general lack interest and 
political affairs, well for “refusing buy League 
shirts and skirts.” The journal also stated: “The greatest 
trouble with the meetings which nobody wants attend. 
Everyone hurries home, claiming has study 


Caption: “Defective Machine.” 
Ludas Matyi (Budapest), June 19, 1958 


Modest Proposal 


The following snide suggestion appeared Kaktus, 
the satirical supplement the Polish provincial daily 
Glos Wielkopolski (Poznan), and was reprinted 
the Warsaw paper Sztandar Mlodych, May 

“We can easily select from among our economic 
activists (particularly those concerned with trade) 


large and well-tried number who, after smuggling 
themselves into the West and distributing themselves 
artfully among the key links the economy, can 
short time bring capitalism ruin.” 


other important work.” 


Army Youth Politically Disappointing 


Another group young people, the drafted soldiers, were 
chided recently for lack interest Party affairs. Major 
General Vaclav Prchlik, head the Political Section 
the Ministry National Defense, stated that last year the 
percentage recruits who were already Party members 
was only 3.3, compared 5.5 five years ago (Rude Pravo, 
June 20). added that the present average men 
joining the Party while service was only 3.5 percent. 


Sentenced 


Stiff jail terms six ten years were dealt eight 
young men recently for “parasitism, robbery, fraud and 
extortion” (Svobodne Slovo June 12). The jour- 
nal made point the fact that the defendants were 
good health but “had never worked properly.” was also 
stated that the young men, “although from outside the 
city, had become the terror the population Prague.” 


Poland 
Another Soviet Troop Agreement 


vaguely worded report, Trybuna Ludu, June 20, 
announced that agreement” had been signed with 
Soviet representatives two days previously Warsaw. 
The newspaper stated that the agreement “describes the 
manner and conditions under which Soviet troops stationed 
Poland may utilize real estate, well avail them- 
selves communal, trade, construction and other services.” 
Also regulated the agreement are “customs problems 
connected with any travels Soviet military personnel may 
undertake.” Trybuna Ludu called the pact “the last 
series stipulated the December 17, 1956 Moscow 
Treaty, dealing with the legal status Soviet troops tem- 
porarily stationed Poland.” This 
previous one signed November 18, 


1956 agreement and 
1956, form the basis 
Polish-Soviet troop policies, amended large ex- 
tent Poland’s favor, following Gomulka’s assumption 
power October 1956. 


First Nuclear Reactor 


Poland’s first nuclear reactor went into operation 
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the central nuclear research center Swierk, near Warsaw, 
June 14. The ceremony was attended Premier 
Cyrankiewicz and other high officials, Soviet Ambassador 
Abrasimov and the Soviet director nuclear affairs Eme- 
lianov. The reactor gift from the USSR. was an- 
nounced during the ceremony that Poland has started the 
construction power generating reactor, put into 
operation within three four years (Radio Warsaw, June 


Evangelical Church Rebuilt 


Representatives many Protestant churches Europe 
and North America were present for the consecration 
ceremonies, June 22-23, the rebuilt Evangelical Trinity 
Church Warsaw. The original Trinity Church was de- 
stroyed during the war and has been restored cost 
more than ten million zloty. Director the Office for 
Church Affairs Jerzy Sztachelski told the gathering that 
“tension had developed Poland” because religious 
involvement political activity (Radio Warsaw, June 
22). left doubt that meant the Roman Catholic 
Church, adding that “there are conflicts Poland 
with the Protestant Church.” There are about 300,000 
Protestants overwhelmingly Catholic Poland. 


Non-Party Officials Elected 


the recent election 38,708 village mayors through- 
out the countryside, 24,591 (63 percent) the officials 
winning office were non-Party candidates, 7,147 (18.5 
percent) were Communists and 6,970 (18 percent) were 
members the United Peasant Party (ZSL), according 
the official Polish News Agency, June 18. The elections 
were held single-slate basis, and those non-Party peo- 
ple elected had Communist backing for their posts. Never- 
theless, indicative the continuing inability the 
Party win peasant backing, that its own candidates, 
well those the Communist-dominated ZSL, were 
significantly less numerous than officials running “inde- 


Hungarian Tobacco Road 


AND semi-proletarion farm workers roam 

the country great masses. While the living standard 
the great majority the peasantry has very much im- 
proved because the worker-peasant 
cient policy, must say that this not the case with the 
proletarian and semi-proletarian strata. Sharecropping has 


increased alarmingly once more, all over [Csongrad] 
County. Large numbers people who are unwilling 
work steadily for the local farmers roam the whole country 
seeking employment any field. There organ- 
ization assist them, defend their rights and give them 
steady employment here home. must not forget that 
these masses could used well for political purposes.” 
June 12, 1958.) 


Teresa Tuszynska Warsaw, winner recent competition 
select new actresses for Polish films. 


Przekroj (Cracow), Easter issue, 1958 


Internal Security Force Hailed 


The thirteenth anniversary the establishment the 
Internal Security Corps was celebrated unprecedented 
fashion throughout the nation’s press May 24. Previ- 
ously the anniversary was not publicized large scale. 
The Corps highly mobile, motorized 
and thought loyal the ruling Gomulka faction 
the regime. commanded General Waclaw Komar. 


Party Role Army 


May the Army daily newspaper Zolnierz Wol- 
nosci devoted long editorial the responsibilities and 
raison d’etre the military councils. These bodies were 
instituted the Spring 1957, after the first liberalizing 
flush October 1956 was beginning wane; the purpose 
was reimpose Party authority the military. The coun- 
cils are made both political and military officers, 
and, according the journal, “have clearly demonstrated 
that the efficiency command has not been impaired 
while creating good and systematic means keeping 
the leading officers informed about the views and proposals 
Party members and organizations.” 
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The newspaper had few strictures for some the 
councils, however. “The state discipline, well 
economic and personal matters are well worth taking 
council said, but added that “political 
education” should receive more attention. 


Population Figures 


The Poznan-Warsaw Western Press Agency, Number 
22, reported that “recent estimates the Main Bureau 
Statistics Warsaw indicates that the end 1957 
Poland’s population totaled 28,535,000, which 7,072,000 
inhabit the Western Provinces [Oder-Neisse territory, for- 
merly held The report also estimated that 
13,000,000 persons lived cities. 


Educational Increases 


There has been substantial gain the number chil- 
dren receiving elementary and high school educations 
years, according the Warsaw weekly, Glos 
May every hundred children the 

country, went elementary school 1937-38; 98.1 
attend school this year. years ago percent 
the young people between the ages and received 
high school education; now 45.3 percent high 
school, according the publication. There are more 
general education high schools than before the war. How- 
ever, the weekly stated that the number schools the 
countryside had decreased from 25,070 before the 
20,553 the present time. explanation was given 
for this decrease. 


Nowa Huta 
town the outskirts Cracow, Poland, in- 
augurated with immense fanfare and much rhetoric 
“new Socialist towns.” The following comments 
the present realities are from Zycie Literackie 
(Cracow), June 15, 1958: 

“We expected that the growth the city would 
turbulent but did not anticipate the effects 
the mutual relationships between 
groups. believed that the transfer scores 
thousands from villages great industrial town 
would soon produce the ‘initiated’ workers; has 
turned out that custom stronger than the conditions 
under which men live. 

“At present Nowa Huta responsible for many 
tragedies [therefore] the tendency limit the 
growth the new town, curtail those branches 
production which are responsible for its turbulent 
expansion. That turbulent expansion has left 
scars the number dwellings still too small, 
there are enormous shortcomings urban amenities, 


any urban amenities, any sort private initiative has 
been ‘mummified’ the flood thousands rules 
and regulations.” 


Women laborers the central Warsaw food market. 


Swiat (Warsaw), June 15, 1958 


Romania 


Central Committee Expels Four 


Although revisionism was the stated target plenary 
session the Party Central Committee, June 9-13, the 
chief apparent action the meeting was the expulsion 
four alternative members the Committee. 


the Scinteia 


According 
account the conclave 

the purged 
cials not seem have been charged with revisionistic 


Bucharest 
which was not published until June 
errors the direction liberalism, but with 
“apathy” and “incompetance.” 

Most strongly denounced the four was Major General 
Constantin Doncea, one the country’s best known “old 
Bolsheviks” and longtime friend Party boss Gheorghiu- 
Dej. Doncea has held several second-line regime posts and 
was elected the National Assembly 1957. was 
described the Scinteia article “permeated the mar- 
row individualistic kulak mentality and driven 
careerist ambitions.” was also expelled from the Party, 
was Iacob Cotoveanu, former Ambassador Commu- 
nist China. The latter was accused 

Ousted from the Committee, but not from the Party, 


were Ileana Raceanu, who was named the Vice Presi- 
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Order and Courage 


THE literary journal Nowa Kultura (Poland), 
June Toeplitz, one the leading voices the 
embattled Polish replied attacks the 
Stalinist pseudo-Catholic organization PAX, and went 
interesting and timely general political observations: 

“PAXists are known for having quite un-Catholic 
head for business. They make money devotionals, they 
make money, some malicious people say, raison d’etat 
phrase symbolizing the ostensible necessity repress 
liberalization because the Soviet threat], moral re- 
generation, and now recently they have decided get rich 
me. Already least two dozen articles and comments 
have appeared their papers dealing with me... 

“It was Kisiel liberal Catholic writer] who gave 
close one secret. They [PAX] are totalitarians. They love 
totalitarianism and the principle that the end justifies the 
means. They love them and they will love them. And 


enumerating the features totalitarians, however, 
perhaps omitted one thing: they love ‘order’ above 
all things. goal. But the thing is, that 

order itself not positive value. Creativity 
value. There kind order that favors creativity, but 
conscious and voluntary order. ‘Order’ imposed 
force has relation the intellectual, voluntary and cre- 
ative order; simply the club the policeman directing 
traffic. Perhaps prevents accidents but does nothing 
creative. 


“The entire heroism our period concentrated 
anti-totalism, revolutionary anti-totalism. These are 
times for the courageous, even, taste, for the too- 
courageous. The scared not take epoch-making ex- 
periments, the scared pray the almighty idol order, 
that least creative all idols, and although they like 
make brave gestures, they usually dress brown pants. 
their protective coloration. 


order’ not courageous, either history 
rent-income, income which will flow the moment 
when everything stands still, dies out, extinguishes, but even 
then the income will small, barren and dessicated.” 


dency the National Council Women March 1958, 
and Vasile Christache, who was First Party Secretary 
the Bucharest region least until January 1958. The 
two officials were punished for “their placating attitudes 
and failure take stand against certain anti-Party 
manifestations and elements.” 

The same meeting failed appoint Liuba Chisinevschi 
her post Vice Chairman the Party Control Commis- 
sion. She the wife ex-Politburo member Josif Chisin- 
evschi, purged July 1957, who was attacked the 
Scinteia article for “anti-Party activities.” Also the ses- 


sion, Ion Maurer, titular chief State, was accorded full 
membership the Central Committee. 


Party Membership Statistics 


Data the composition the Party was also given 
the June Scinteia article. Membership now stands 
720,000, which percent are “workers basic pro- 
fession.” There are 145,000 candidate members, and 
percent these are “workers.” 


Work Permits Decreed 


June Bucurestilor (Bucharest) an- 
nounced that the National Assembly had decreed that all 
workers must issued working permits. Presumably, these 
will similar those enforced law the Soviet Union 
and some the Satellite countries, although not previ- 
ously required Romania. The permits are the shape 
small books and list the worker’s previous jobs and em- 
ployment records. The move would appear aimed 
bringing working men and women even more under 
control than before. According the announcement, sol- 
diers and members agricultural collectives are 
exempt from the work permits. 


Bulgaria 


Five Sentenced 


Five men were sentenced jail terms fifteen 
years, for “espionage activities,” according Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia), June 18. The defendants were alleged 
have been the pay Turkish and American “intelli- 
gence and have communicated with, sheltered 
failed report “diversionists.” 

During the first week July there were reliable reports 
from the West arrests followers Traicho Kostov, 
who was purged Party leader during the 1949 anti-Tito 
trials. After the 20th Soviet Party Congress February 
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New Polish 
Minister 
Culture 


Son prewar Party 
activist, Tadeusz Galin- 
ski, 44, edited Party 
newspapers Wroclaw 
and Katowice, was Ra- 


dio Commission Chair- 
man and head the 
Central Committee 
Press, Radio and Pub- 
lications Department. 
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Texts and Documents 


THE YUGOSLAV NOTE THE NAGY EXECUTION 


The campaign against Yugoslav “revisionism” was punctuated June 
the Hungarian announcement that former Premier Imre Nagy had been secretly 
tried and executed traitor. The announcement charged, among other things, 
that Nagy and certain associates had carried subversive activities from the 
sanctuary the Yugoslav Embassy Budapest, where they had taken refuge 
after the Russian intervention that crushed the Revolt. This charge, implicating 
the Yugoslav government the Hungarian was obviously 
another step the campaign equate the program the League Yugoslav 


Communists with treachery “Socialism.” 


Below the text the Yugoslav 


reply, delivered note the Hungarian government June and broad- 
cast the same day English Radio Belgrade. 


UDAPEST—THE Ambassador 

Budapest, Jovo Kapici, today called 
the Hungarian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter, Istvan Sebes, and handed him the 
tests most energetically against the state- 
ment the Hungarian Ministry Justice 
regarding the pronouncement and execu- 
tion the death sentence Imre Nagy 
and his companions. 
says the Yugoslav note, lays number 
heavy accusations against the Federal 
People’s Republic Yugoslavia which 
are groundless,” whereby heavy blow 
has been inflicted the relations be- 
tween the Federal People’s Republic 
Yugoslavia and the Hungarian People’s 


Republic. 


The Hungarian Charges 


The note the Government 
reads: 

June 17, 1958, the Ministry 
Justice the Hungarian People’s Repub- 
lic published statement the pro- 
nouncement sentence Imre Nagy 
and his companions and its execution. 
The statement alleges, 
things, that “certain groups conspira- 
tors the type Imre Nagy sought 
asylum there [the Embassy 
whence they earlier received 
support,” Nagy, Geza 
and others “were sending their instruc- 
tions from the building the Yugoslav 
Embassy Budapest for the continuation 
armed resistance, for organizing strikes 
which paralyze life and for reorganizing 
underground, subversive activity,” that 
“from the building the Em- 
bassy” they “established, through Miklos 
Gimes and other accomplices, contacts 
with the Central Workers’ Council 
Budapest, with the radio station, Radio 
Free and what more, that 


“they published the new illegal paper 
October 

The Government, and our 
people, have received the sudden news 
about the secret trial and the execution 
Imre Nagy with profound indignation. 
The assertions alleged activity 
the persons mentioned after their arrival 
the Embassy building are 
untrue, and are fabricated 
ning end. 

The Government knows 
very well that those persons, while staying 
the Embassy building, did 
not commit any the acts mentioned 
the statement the Hungarian Min- 
istry Justice. 

soon they came the Yugo- 
slav Embassy building the persons 
tioned gave, normal condition 
using asylum, statement the effect 
that they renounced any political activity 
during the term their asylum, and this 
they strictly adhered to. 

The President the Revolutionary 
Worker-Peasant Government, Comrade 
Janos Kadar, was also informed their 
statement soon after his arrival Buda- 
pest the fourth day after Imre Nagy 
and his companions came the Yugo- 
slav Embassy. Apart from this, the Em- 
bassy building 


Hungarian 


during the whole 
time, under the strictest supervision 
Soviet military detachments and the Hun- 
garian Security Service. that same 
period, Nov. 1956, the 
diplomat, Milovanov, was killed 
Embassy building from shots fired from 
tanks in the street. 

Judging 


was, 


accusations 


staged 
against Yugoslavia, and the circum- 
stances under which the trial was held 
the statement contains data the 
time when the trial was held and when 
TANYUG), 


there justified doubt the accuracy 


the sentences were executed 


ec 
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the other material evidence 
certainly all that directly indi 
rectly imputed Yugoslavia. 

The Yugoslav Government stresses this 
finding all the more resolutely, there 
have also been similar trials the past, 
such the trial Rajk, which Yugo- 
slavia was accused. Allegations were 
that time also made that reliable evidence 
was available Yugoslavia’s guilt and 
interference, and then later, when much 
innocent blood had been shed, it was 
established that this evidence, according 
the explicit admission responsible 
Hungarians, was invented. Such attacks 
had, that time, known, inflicted 
great difficulties us, but the chief vic- 
tims were the peoples of the countries in 
which these trials were staged. 

Therefore, the Government 
does not consider all necessary 
prove its uprightness this matter. 
never interfered the internal affairs 
Hungary, nor doing now. The 
facts about this stand the 
Government are known not only the 
Hungarian Government but the whole 
international public well. Thus, 
generally known that precisely 
time for accused, Yugoslavia 
was making considerable efforts, selfless 
efforts, to contribute toward the stabil- 
ization conditions Hungary, for 
which was often paid tribute the 
Hungarian leaders themselves. 


Sinister 


From the aforesaid, follows that the 
quoted assertions given the mentioned 
statement constitute harsh and com- 
plete ly unprovoked attack on the Federal 
People’s Republic Yugoslavia, with the 
obvious aim sharpening and justifying 

again using the most sinister meth- 
ods from the recent past—the existing 
organized and merciless anti-Yugoslav ac- 
tion, fundamentally vitiating Hungar- 
ian-Yugoslav relations, and trying 
cast the responsibility for those events 
Hungary onto Yugoslavia. 

undeniably confirmed the 
fact that the allegations the Hungarian 
statement were immediately use 
the press certain governments 
which are taking part this action. This 
attack, regardless of whether it was made 
free will, all the more deplorable 
and to be condemned, as the relations 


between the Yugoslav and 


Hungarian 
peoples have been favorably developing, 
which could only mutual benefit, 
as well as in the interest of all those who 
really want the consolidation peace 
this part the world. obvious 


that this act the Government the 
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Hungarian People’s Republic has inflicted 
heavy blow the relations with the 
Fede ral People’s Republic of Yugoslavia. 

In connection with the statement of 
the Hungarian Ministry Justice, the 
Government of the Federal People’s Re- 
public of Yugoslavia considers it neces- 
sary recall the following facts well: 
the exchange letters between the 
governments the Federal People’s Re- 
public Yugoslavia and the Hungarian 
Nov. and 21, 


1956, respec tively, agreement was reached 


Pec yple’s Republic 


the solution the question asylum 
Imre Nagy and other persons who 
were given asylum the Yugoslav Em- 
bassy Budapest, that the Hungarian 
Government had guaranteed personal se- 
curity and free departure 


sons their homes right after leaving 
the Yugoslav Embassy building, guaran- 
teeing that “it would not apply any 


sanctions against them for their past activ- 


the Hungarian Government did 

not insure the implementation 
mentioned agreement—by which was 

thereby violated—the Govern- 


ment lodged protest with the Hungar- 
of Nov. 


its reply, set out the note 


ian Government with its 


) 


note 

“Tt, 

ot Dec. l, 
ment, rejecting the Government 
protest, that the fact 
had 


secondary question 


1956, the Hungarian Govern- 


asserted that the 


mentioned persons returned 


not 


their homes was 


technical importance,” and that was 
otherwise keeping the obligations 
the agreement between the two govern- 
ments, reaffirming that “it was prepared 
guarantee the personal security the 
mentioned persons, and declared that 
did not intend apply any punishments 
for their past activities. 

continued 
“Whereas this political situation 
Hungary 


there was danger counter- 
elements 
Imre 
belonging 


revolutionary 
Nagy and other 
this group, with 
the object putting responsibility for 
the consequences the Revolutionary 
Worker-Peasant Government, 


ther, bearing mind that their personal 


tempts against 


persons 


security threatened possible revenge 
the part their political opponents, 
Imre Nagy and companions, the basis 
agreement this issue concluded 
between governments the Hungarian 
People’s Republic and the Romanian 
People’s Republic, have left for the Ro- 
manian People’s Republic until such time 
appropriate conditions security are 
brought about the Hungarian People’s 
Republic.” 

obvious that the Government 
the Hungarian People’s Republic has 
two occasions harshly offended the obli- 
gations gave the Government the 
Federal People’s Republic Yugoslavia: 
not making possible the free return 
Imre Nagy and other persons their 


homes, but instead sending them the 
Romanian People’s Republic for com- 
pulsory stay; and the fact that, con- 
trary the given guarantees personal 
security and impunity regarding their past 
actions, brought some these persons 
secret trial, and sentenced Nagy 
and some his companions death, 
which punishment was executed, whereby 
the fully valid agreement was 
yond repair. 

The Government the Federal Peo- 
ple’s Republic Yugoslavia most ener- 
getically protests the Government 
the Hungaran People’s Republic because, 
addition harshly violating the afore- 
said agreement between the two govern- 
ments reached the exchange letters 
Nov. and 21, 1956, respectively, 
and confirmed the Hungarian note 
Dec. the statement 
the Hungarian Ministry Justice 
June 17, 1958, which announced the 
pronouncement and execution death 
sentence Imre Nagy and his compan- 


1956, and 


ions, the Hungarian Government lays 
number heavy accusations against the 
Federal People’s Republic Yugoslavia 
which are groundless, thereby inflicting 
heavy blow the relations between the 
Federal People’s Republic Yugoslavia 
and the Hungarian People’s Republic, 
and thus taking upon itself, 
people and world public opinion, full 
responsibility for 


ensuing 


quenc es. 


1956, the authorities had readmitted many these 


the Party. 


Regime Woos Peasantry 


Still endeavoring attract peasant support, the regime 
staged commemorative ceremony, June 14, the 35th 
anniversary the assassination Alexander Stamboliski, 
once Bulgarian Premier and leader the Agrarian Union. 
Never Communist and opposed the Party many 
basic issues, Stamboliski remains, perhaps, the most vener- 
ated peasant political figure. The regime, therefore, seeks 
attract his following, while opposing his non-Marxist 
views. Party chief Todor Zhivkov, who delivered the main 
oration the ceremony, saluted “the sound foundation 

his democratic ideology,” 
the Agrarian Union, which now Communist-dominated 


(Continued from page 


popular front organization, “has considerably outgrown 


the character, aims and tasks” the pre-Communist period 
Rabotnichesko Delo June 15). The Union has 
now, according Zhivkov, “decisively and irrevocably 


but stated that collectivized 


n 


refuted its former policies and recognized the leading role 
the working class and the Communist Party.” 

The Agrarian Union also played host, during the month 
June, delegation from Poland, representing the 
United Peasant Party (Rabotnichesko Delo, June 21). 
Earlier the year the Union had its guests agrarian 
delegation from The necessity which the regime 
apparently feels emphasize this or- 
ganization farmers particularly significant, because 
with approximately percent its agriculture 
considered have the most successfully 
countryside the area. 
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Recent and Related 


United Nations Peace Force, Wil- 
liam Frye (Oceana Publications: 
paper, $1.00; clothbound, $3.75). 
the initiative the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, Mr. Frye, the 
Correspondent for the Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor, explores the prospects and 
value setting permanent United 
Nations Peace Force. Against the back- 
ground the creation and operation 
the Emergency Force the Middle 
East, this book discusses the potentiali- 
ties, limitations, and history various 
international forces. The study 
concludes with definite recommendations 
the kind force which would 
most effective today. Author’s pref- 
ace, foreword, appendices, index. 


The United States and East Central 
Europe, 1914-1918: Study Wilso- 
nian Diplomacy and Propaganda, 
Victor Mamatey (Princeton University 
Press: $7.50). After giving broad his- 
torical background the break-up 
the old Hapsburg Empire and the crea- 
tion Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia, 
the author selects for discussion those 
events East Central Europe which 
either affected President Wilson’s ac- 
tions were affected them. the 
belief that some Wilson’s policies still 
need comprehensive explanation, the au- 
thor attempts use all available sources 
produce study that includes the 
President’s whole wartime policy and not 
just his neutrality and Peace Conference 
activities. Mr. Mamatey also stresses 
that the creation the East Central 
European nations was dependent both 
upon the Allied victory (and the subse- 
quent Paris Peace Conference) and the 
initiative and effort the European 
people themselves. Preface, bibliography, 
maps, index. 


Unholy Alliance: Russian-German Rela- 
tions from the Treaty Brest-Litovsk 
the Treaty Berlin, Gerald 
Freund, Introduction Wheeler- 
Bennett (Harcourt, Brace and Company: 
$6.00). comprehensive account the 
secret military and relationship 
between Germany and Russia the 
years after World War first these 
two major powers were outcasts from 
the society nations and sought each 
other’s company for complexity rea- 
sons. After 1923 the old spirit the 


Rapallo days that had held the nations 
together began fade because both 
countries were improving their relation- 
ships with the rest the world. How- 
ever, the incidents which disturbed Ger- 
man-Russian and economic 
relations had almost 
the secret military collaboration be- 
tween the two powers. The leaders 
this strange and uneasy partnership were 
the enigmatic statesman Gustav Strese- 
mann, the tragic Walter Rathenau, the 
Communist Karl Radek and Germany’s 
General von Seeckt. writing this ac- 
count, the author had access unpub- 
lished material, including the archives 
the German Foreign Ministry and 
the private papers Stresemann and 
Seeckt. Foreword, introduction, appen- 
dices, bibliography, index. 


Radio Free Europe, Robert Holt 
(University Minnesota Press: $5.00). 
detailed account the formation, de- 
velopment and operation the private 
radio project established 1949 the 
Free Europe Committee broadcast into 
Eastern Europe. The author, political 
science professor the University 
Minnesota, explains the origins, basic 
purposes and policies RFE; then 
discusses policy formulation 
gramming and how the content the 
various political and 
grams decided. chapter devoted 
the problem Communist jamming. 
The role RFE connection with the 
uprisings Poland and Hungary 
taken and the charges that RFE stim- 
ulated the Hungarian Revolt are ana- 
lyzed. Preface, introduction, appendix, 
notes, index. 


Power and Diplomacy, Dean Acheson 
(Harvard University Press: $3.00). 
Mr. Acheson’s belief that our future will 
depend the interaction three great 
factors: the disappearance the empires 
the West and Japan, and the 
emergence the power the United 
States and Russia; the discovery un- 
limited violence nuclear weapons; the 
Afro-Asian revolution against alien con- 
trol and the rise popular expectations 
those countries. With these factors 
mind Mr. Acheson outlines his ideas 
what events and dangers will lie the 
second half our century. light 
these probabilities then assesses our 


present plans and actions regard 
the Near East, China, our allies and 
neighbors, our military 
establishments, NATO, nuclear weapons, 
and many other vital topics. 


Mikhailovsky and Russian Populism, 
James Billington (Oxford University 
Press: $4.80). attempt recon- 
struct the context its own time and 
place the story the radicalism the 
populist movement which followed the 
reform period the early 1860’s and 
lasted until the early The leading 
spokesman this strange and visionary 
movement was Nicholas Mikhailovsky; 
provided formula progress and 
theory history which helped check the 
drift toward extremism. was major 
factor linking the populist movement 
with the moralistic and subjective Social- 
ism the French radicals rather than 
the Socialism Marx and the German 
Social Democrats. Mikhailovsky was the 
editor the two most influential radical 
journals the period and member 
all the most important organiza- 
tions the age, well being one 
the century’s greatest Russian radical 
humanists. This book does not attempt 
say much Mikhailovsky’s personal 
life but concerned with him primarily 
Russian history. Preface, notes, bibliog- 
raphy, index. 


Letters Gorky and Andreev, 1899- 
1912, Edited Peter Yershov, Trans- 
lated Lydia Weston (Columbia Uni- 
versity Press: $4.50). These hitherto un- 
published letters record the friendship 
and misunderstandings two great Rus- 
sian writers and also represent part 
Russian literary history. Gorky’s letters, 
many cases, tell vividly the conflict 
literary and political trends the 
period which turn reflect the varied 
groupings the divided Russian intelli- 
the start the friendship, 
Leonid was unknown con- 
tributor Moscow newspaper who 
aroused the influential Gorky’s interest. 
With aid Andreev emerged 
quickly gifted writer. The varying 
course the two artists’ relationship 
reflected their letters which began 
899 before they had met and continued 
until 1912 when their final break oc- 
curred. Introduction, notes, bibliogra- 
phy, index. 
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